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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 
All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. And 
peace, blessings and salutations be upon His Prophet, 


Nabi Muhammad 22 . 
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Indeed, in their stories there is a lesson 
for men of understanding. 


- Sirah Yusuf, verse 111 
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45 - Used after the name of Allah, translated as, “Praise be to Allah Who is 
pure and elevated.” 

% - Used after the name of Nabi Muhammad %, translated as, “May Allah’s 
peace and blessing be upon him.” 

2) - Used after the name of a prophet of Allah, translated as, “May Allah’s 
peace be upon him.” 

4,4, - Used after the name of a Sahabi (companion) of Nabi Muhammad %, 
translated as, “May Allah be pleased with him / her.” 

& - Used after the names of more than one Sahabi (companion) of Nabi 
Muhammad %, translated as, “May Allah be pleased with them.” 

 #e, - Used after the name of a pious person, translated as, “May Allah’s 
mercy be upon him / her.” 
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Foreword 


by Mufti Zubair Bayat .ataix 
Director: Darul Ihsan Islamic Services Centre 


Allah 4 informs Nabi Karim # in the Holy Qur’an: 


= 3 5 os 
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“And all that We relate to you (O Muhammad 38) of the news of the 
Messengers is in order that We may make strong and firm your heart 
thereby.” (Sirah Hid, verse 120) 


This proves the efficacy of the narratives and incidents of the pious 
personalities. Almighty Himself explains the benefit and wisdom in that 
it serves to strengthen and inspire the noble heart of even Nabi’ Karim %. 
If this is the case with the greatest of the great, Nabi Karim %, then lesser 
mortals would certainly benefit tremendously and be greatly inspired 
through good and beneficial anecdotes. 

Junaid Baghdadi »:. observed regarding good anecdotes and incidents 
that they are “a force among the forces of Allah”, i.e. they are a means of 
conquering and reforming the hearts of people. Indeed, the Islahi Majalis 
(spiritual gatherings) of the pious elders comprise to a great extent of 
thought provoking incidents and anecdotes, thereby presenting the moral 
in an impactful and captivating manner. The lesson learnt in this way is 
much better remembered and more easily implemented in daily life, as it 
is highly inspirational. 

This book, Pearls from the Path (Volume 2) is an amazing composition 
of very thought provoking incidents, which beautifully capture and fulfil 
the above-stated objectives. The second volume is a seamless follow 
through on the much acclaimed first volume, and will prove to be equally 
beneficial to the readers if not more, Insha-Allah. 

One of the unique and outstanding features of this work is the short 


1 Nabi literally means prophet, however, when mentioned together with % it commonly 
refers to the Prophet Muhammad %. 
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and succinct lessons or morals at the end of each anecdote from the pen 
of the author which greatly enhances the efficacy of the book. Besides 
the general Muslim public who will certainly benefit from this book, it 
is especially recommended for people in the field of education, islah and 
tarbiyyah, who will find it an exceptional guide and a valuable resource. 

May Almighty Allah 3€ accept this service from Moulana Afzal Sahib 
in a befitting manner, reward him abundantly and accept him for greater 
works in the service of Islam and the Ummah in the future. 


Mufti Zubair Bayat 
13 Jumadal Ula 1431 / 29 April 2010 
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Foreword 


by Maulana Sulaiman Moola .s\ta~ 
Senior Lecturer at Darul ‘Uliim Zakariyya 


One of the easiest, yet ‘difficult’, ways to procure reward for oneself is 
to acknowledge the efforts of others and pay tribute to them. Imam 
Ahmad 4, has narrated that once the Muhajirin came to Nabi 38 and 
said, “O Nabi of Allah 2, we fear that the Ansar have secured all the 
reward for themselves, thereby not leaving anything for us.” Nabi # 
replied, “This will not happen provided you praise them and make du‘a’ 
for them.” Hence, in the light of the above, I would like to hereby formally 
congratulate the author for his sterling work. 

There can be no doubt that one of the most effective methods of 
empowering oneself spiritually is to study the lives of the pious. Hadrat 
‘Aisha 4, is reported to have said, 


Ua yy poe Sy Kebab palred ey OI cee 151 


“Flavour your gatherings with the mention of ‘Umar ibn Khattab 2.” 
Imam ShafiT .x#:. has also said, 


pet lSe cab be yp gh ob a 


“Many people have physically died but their character and noble 
legacy has kept them alive.” 


I, therefore, strongly encourage and implore one and all to make this 
a ‘must read’ May the Almighty accept the efforts of the compiler and 
extend its benefits to all. Amin. 


Moulana Sulaiman Moola 
4 Jumadal Ula 1431 / 20 April 2010 
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Preface 


All praise belongs to Allah 4, the Creator, Nourisher and Sustainer of the 
universe, Peace, blessings and salutations be upon the best of Allah's 3% 
creation, our master and leader, Nabi %. 

Stories, anecdotes and tales of the past leave an indelible impression 
on the mind of adults and children alike. A student of Islamic history is 
impressed and overawed by the sheer volume of narrative and anecdotal 
content available in Arabic literature. A great deal of work remains to be 
done in translating and presenting this material to an English-speaking 
audience: These factors coupled with the encouragement and kind 
requests of my teachers, friends and readers, have inspired me to devote 
considerable time and effort in completing the second volume of Pearls 
from the Path. 

As was the case with the first volume, complex and technical 
definitions of Islamic terms have been avoided. Where necessary, a 
concise explanation is provided as part of the text. Where a more detailed 
explanation was required, it has been included in a footnote. 

An earnest attempt has been made to trace each of the narrations 
from authentic Arabic sources. This has been achieved with a few 
exceptions from Urdu and English, which are accordingly referenced. 
Where an incident has been found in more than one Arabic source, the 
first reference has been mentioned in full. 

I am sincerely grateful to all those who assisted in this project, 
especially my beloved teachers, for their inspiration and guidance; 
Mufti Husain Kadodia, Mufti Muhammad Seedat, Moulana Ebrahim 
Bham, Moulana Goolam Muhammad, Younus Ismail, Fawzia Ismail, Dr 
Ahmad Badat and Aadilah Chothia for the proof-reading; my wife, for her 
encouragement and ideas and all those who assisted in other ways. May 
Allah 4g reward them all abundantly in this world and the Hereafter for 
rendering their invaluable assistance towards the accomplishment of this 
project. May Allah 4 accept this truly humble effort and make it a source 
of salvation for me, my parents, family, teachers and well-wishers. 


Afzal Ismail 
28 Rabrul Akhir 1431 / 14 April 2010 
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A Pious Woman Teaches Man Etiquette 


uhammad ibn Sulaiman Al-Qurashi says that he was once 
M walking on the road to Yemen, when he came across a young 

boy, who was singing some couplets in praise of Allah 4. 
Muhammad continues: I went up to him and greeted. 

He responded, “I will not return your greeting until you fulfil the right 
I have upon you.” 

I enquired, “What right are you talking about?” 

He replied, “I follow the teachings of the friend of Allah, Ibrahim *%. | 
do not partake of breakfast or supper every day, until I have walked a mile 
or two in search of a guest. I would like you to join me for a meal.” 

I accepted his invitation. He was exceedingly pleased and | followed 
him. We continued walking, until we arrived at a tent made of animal 
skin. As we approached it, he called out, “O my sister!” 

From inside the tent a young girl replied, “Yes, I am here.” 

He exclaimed, “Our guest has arrived.” 

She responded, “Can you please wait a while so that I can express my 
gratitude to Allah 4 for sending a guest to us.” She then proceeded to 
perform two rakats of Salah. 

The young boy then ushered me towards the tent. I entered and he 
made me sit down. He took a knife and proceeded to slaughter a goat. 
As I was sitting in the tent, my gaze fell upon the young girl. She was 
exceedingly beautiful. I continued staring at her clandestinely. 

She noticed my glances and exclaimed, “Please stop! Do you not know 
that the master of Yathrib, Nabi 3%, has mentioned that a lustful gaze is 
adultery of the eyes? I do not wish to rebuke you, but would like to teach 
you some etiquette so that you abstain from casting a gaze towards me 
again.” 

When it was time to sleep, my young host and I slept outside, while the 
young girl slept in the tent. But, throughout the night, I heard somebody 
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reciting Qur’an in a melodious voice. As morning dawned upon us, | asked 
the young boy, “Whose voice was that?” 

He answered, “That was my sister. She remains awake the entire 
night.” 

I remarked, “Young boy, you should have remained awake the entire 
night instead of her. Being a woman, she is naturally weaker than you.” 

He smiled and said, “Allah 4¢ has blessed her with the good fortune of 
worshipping Him and has not granted me the same blessing.”! 


@ 


May Allah 3g be pleased with the sterling Muslim women whose remarkable 

anecdotes grace the pages of Islamic history. Their beauty is true beauty. 

Film actresses and fashion models, whose lives revolve around sin and 
transgression, are mere stones when compared to these gems. 


& 


Ys) 
Forbidding Evil with Sincerity 


bul Husain An-Niri «4: was a righteous man, who strictly 
abstained from futile activities. However, when he noticed 
something wrong taking place, he would intervene, even if 
it invited difficulty upon himself. On one occasion, while preparing 
for Salah, he saw a boat carrying thirty jugs. Each of the jugs had the 
inscription ‘lutf’ (grace) written on it. When he read this, he suspected 
that they contained wine, as he was unaware of any such item for sale. 
He asked the boatman, “What do these jugs contain?” 
The boatman crudely answered, “What does it matter to you?” 
This response increased An-Niiri’s desire to ascertain what the jugs 
contained. 


1 Rawdatul ‘Uqala’, p 259 
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He again enquired, “Please tell me what these jugs contain?” 

The boatman retorted, “What does it matter to you? You are a worthless 
Siifi! The jugs are filled with wine for Mu'tadid. He intends serving it in 
his gathering.” 

An-Nari 2 asked in amazement, “Is it really wine?” 

“Yes,” replied the boatman. 

He then asked the boatman, “Can you please hand me that pole on 
your boat?” 

This request infuriated the boatman who instructed his servant, “Give 
it to him! I would like to see what he does with it.” 

An-Nari 4. took the pole in his hands, climbed up onto the boat and 
began breaking the jugs of wine, despite the vehement protests of the 
boatman. When he reached the last jug, he stopped. An-Niiri 2%, was 
promptly arrested and brought before Mu'tadid, who was known to use 
his sword before his tongue. People were convinced that An-Nart 02. 
would soon be killed. 

An-Nari 2%, continues : “I was brought before him whilst he sat on his 
iron throne. In his hand was a stick, which he was turning around. When 
he saw me, he asked, “Who are you?” 

I replied, “A supervisor.” 

He asked, “And who made you a supervisor?” 

Lanswered, “The One who made youa ruler, also made me a supervisor, 
O Amirul-Mu’minin.” 

He bowed his head in silence. After a few moments, he raised his head 
and asked, “Why did you do this?” 

I replied, “Out of kindness to you, I extended my hand in destroying 
that which was evil for you, but I fell short of completing the task.” 

Again he bowed his head, contemplating over what I had said. After 
he had raised his head, he asked, “How is it that you broke all the jugs, 
except this one?” 

I replied, “There is a reason for this. Please allow me to explain.” 

“You may proceed,” he responded. 

I continued, “O Amirul-Mu’minin, I broke the jugs due to my 
responsibility to Allah 4% for upholding the truth. My heart pounded with 
the awe of truth and the fear of accountability to Allah 48. Fear of the 
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creation vanished from my heart. In this state, I proceeded with my task 
of destroying the jugs. When I reached the last jug, I perceived some pride 
entering my heart due to the thought that I had challenged somebody as 
formidable as you. This caused me to stop. If my original state of mind had 
persisted, I would have destroyed all the wine jugs of the world without 
any fear.” 

He then said, “Go, I free you, despite my dislike for your destructive 
act.” 

An-Niri 2: then left for Basrah and returned to Baghdad after 
Mu tadid had passed away.' 


& 


Sincerity should be the primary motivating factor when encouraging 
good and forbidding evil. 


@ 


Ys) 
Trial of Faith 


n the 2 May 1864 (1280 Hijri), an English judge, by the name of 

Idors, heard a case in the court of Ambala in the Punjab province. 

It was during the days of the British occupation of India. Beside 
the judge, sat four distinguished men of the British administration, who 
had advised and assisted in presenting their views on the case at hand. 
The accused comprised of eleven men, whose appearance and features 
indicated that they were quite innocent and honourable. However, they 
were on trial as criminals and accused of plotting against the British 
administration in India, The charge against them was that of providing 
assistance to Sayyid Imam Ahmad ibn ‘Irfan Ash-Shahid ..‘, and the 
renowned warrior Shaikh Ismail Ash-Shahid sk. at the Afghanistan 


1 Ihya’ ‘Uliimuddin, vol 2, p 356 
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border. They were suspected of providing finance and dispatching soldiers 
from India by means of an elaborate system of intelligence. They had 
developed a special language of communication and even succeeded in 
using Englishmen to further their mission of assisting the rebellion. They 
were eventually detected, when a Muslim informer in the British army 
reported them to the authorities. Their network was traced to Patna, 
Thanesar and Lahore and they were accordingly arrested. Charges were 
brought against them and they now faced the judge, who was about to 
pass his judgement against them. 

The court was packed as this particular case had attracted the attention 
of everybody. The hour of judgement had arrived. Eyes were fixed and 
ears listened attentively. Hearts skipped a beat and the courtroom was 
silent. 

The judge delivered his verdict in an angry and authoritative tone, 
almost as if he was an angry father speaking to his troublesome son. He 
said, “Ja‘far, you are an intelligent man and well-acquainted with the law 
of the land. You are from amongst the leaders and high-ranking citizens 
of the nation, but you have wasted your intelligence and talent in plotting 
against the state. You served as an accomplice in providing finance and 
soldiers from India to the rebels. You resisted and opposed the system. 
You have not proven yourself to be loyal and faithful to the government. 
I, hereby, pass upon you the death sentence. All your property and assets 
shall be confiscated. After hanging, your dead body will not be handed over 
to your family. Instead, you will be buried in disgrace amongst the graves 
of criminals. I will be pleased and contented when I see you hanged.” 

The young man, Muhammad Ja ‘far, listened to the judge with complete 
tranquility and dignity. He was not shaken nor disturbed in any way. 

After the judge had completed his statement, Muhammad Ja'far 
remarked, “The lives and souls of men are in the control of Allah 38. He 
gives life and death. 0 Judge, you have no power over life and death. You 
do not even know who of us will die first.” 


Js abl gas tal de... fea Gly goal b ail 98 


“By Allah, I do not know but I am fearful which of us will have to face 
death first.” 
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The judge was furious and totally enraged at what he had heard but 
could do nothing, as he had already passed judgement. Muhammad Jafar, 
on the other hand, was ecstatic and his face was beaming with joy. It 
was almost as if the images of paradise, its palaces and damsels were 
playing in his mind. It was as if he was contemplating over the verses of 
the poet: 


L555 lo pl Sl dil gd... sacs PLY CATS (gail Lia 
“This is what the passage of days had been anticipating, 
Now, men should fulfil their promise to Allah 48.” 


People were shocked at what they witnessed. A senior British official, 
by the name of Barson, came to Muhammad Ja‘far and exclaimed, “I have 
never seen anything like this before. Despite your death sentence, you 
appear to be quite happy and contented!” 

Muhammad Ja'far replied, “Why should | not be pleased and contented 
when Allah # has granted me martyrdom in His path. You, O poor man, 
will never be able to fathom this sweetness.” 

The judge similarly passed the death sentence on his two co-accused. 
One of them was Moulana Yahya ‘Ali As-Sadiq Biri 3*:,, who was the 
leader of the group. The signs of piety and righteousness were clearly 
visible on him. He similarly accepted the verdict with joy and gratitude. 
The other was a young man, by the name of Al-Haj Muhammad Shaft .%,, a 
wealthy trader of note, from Punjab. The remaining eight, were sentenced 
with permanent exile. 

People who were present at the trial, listened to the ruling with 
sadness and sorrow. Many began to weep. Men and women lined the 
streets to have a glimpse of these oppressed men, as they were led to 
their prison cells. There, they were stripped of their clothing and forced 
into prison uniforms. Each of them was locked into a dark tiny cell, with 
scarcely any air circulation therein. The heat was unbearable and the 
nights, especially, were intolerable. A tag was handed to them, allowing 
them to spend a portion of the night in the open grounds of the prison. 
During the day, they were confined to their tiny cells. Very few people 
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would have survived under such conditions for even a week, let alone a 
month. 

When the doors were opened, they were under the watchful 
surveillance of the guards, most of whom were non-Muslims. Moulana 
Yahya ‘Ali w:, seized the opportunity and displayed the gracious model 
set by the Prophet Yiisuf ##. He would address the guards, 


Gah Legh an gi 5S O Soit 
“Are many gods better or Allah, the One, the Irresistible?” 
(Sarah Yiisuf, verse 39) 


Many of them were reduced to tears upon hearing his soul-edifying 
message and, when the Mouland was moved to another cell, they would 
become saddened by his separation from them. 

In this way, the learned Mouland planted the seeds of Tawhid (Oneness 
of Allah 4%) and imdn (faith) into the hearts of many of the inmates of 
the prison. Many accepted Islam and many others repented from their 
former lives of sin. He capitalised upon every opportunity to encourage 
good and forbid evil. 

The prison authorities began preparing the hanging ropes in full 
view of the accused, who observed the scene before them calmly and 
fearlessly. Moulana Yahya ‘Ali 4, appeared to be most cheerful. It was 
almost as if his passion for paradise had made him feel that he was already 
experiencing its bounties. His quest for eternal bliss was sufficient bliss 
in itself. Ecstatically and longingly, he could be seen hymning the verses 
of poetry recited by the companion of Nabi 38, Khubaib #, as he was 
about to be hanged, 


weeny 208 te te on Paes ert 
oat IS G3 Me on. (ee Ble SU 
pp ld dla Je sc Sans LS JY old G35 


“I do not mind if Iam killed as a Muslim, 
on which side I fall in the path of Allah. 
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My dying is for the sake of Allah and if He wills, 
He will bless the amputated limbs of a body cut into pieces.”! 


His companions were no different. Their faces glowed with extreme 
joy and delight. Their souls were at complete peace and their hearts were 
content. They performed their prayers with complete submission and 
vigour. Their lives were one of remembrance and glorification of Allah 3, 
recitation of Qur’an, endless bliss and poetic verses. 

Amazingly, the judge who had passed the death sentence on them, 
died soon after delivering his verdict. Barson, the British officer, 
who had been responsible for the arrest of Muhammad Ja‘far, became 
insane. For an entire day, the insanity held sway over him, and he finally 
died a horrendous death. It turned out just as Muhammad Ja‘far had 
mentioned: 


on dil Je uit J pal nett oy 
“There are those, although covered in dust and with dishevelled 
hair, when they beg Allah 8%, He fulfils their prayers.” 


Many British and European visitors heard about the case, and came 
to the prison to observe these amazing prisoners who were rejoicing over 
the verdict passed by their enemies. They were completely dumb-struck 
at their contentment and enthusiasm. 

Some of them would ask, “Why do you have no fear, when you are 
about to be hanged?” 

They would reply, “This is true martyrdom. No bounty can provide 
the joy that martyrdom brings.” 

They would then return to the British administrators and relate what 
they had seen and heard. It would intensify their rage, but they could 
do nothing. If they freed the prisoners, they would be freeing an enemy 
which had conspired against the state. When free, they would revert to 
their former plot. If they were hanged, they would be assisting them in 
achieving their desired goal. How could they utilise all their resources 


1 Bukhari 
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to please and assist an enemy? Both the options were unacceptable, and 
they were constrained to reconsider the judgement. After pondering 
over the case at length, they identified a middle course between killing 
them and freeing them. 

After a time, the British governor of the district arrived at the prison 
to deliver the revised judgement on appeal against the three who were 
to be killed, “You rebels would love to be hanged and you consider it 
martyrdom. We will not assist you in reaching your desired goal. We will 
not grant you that pleasure. In this respect, we have decided to abrogate 
the judgement of the death sentence against you. Instead, we have 
decided to permanently banish you to Ceylon.” The hair and beards of the 
accused were then cut. Moulana Yahya ‘All ., picked up the hair of his 
beard and remarked, “What you have earned is in the path of Allah 36.” 

The tables had turned. By revising their judgement, the British had 
practically hanged themselves with the very ropes they had prepared for 
their Muslim ‘enemies’. 

The prisoners were then forced into hard labour. Moulana Yahya ‘Alt a4, 
was assigned the task of lifting buckets from a well. The buckets were so 
bulky and weighty, that strong young men would have been strained to 
lift them. The elderly man was exhausted and drained by his excessive 
worship, nightly vigils and lengthy prison sentence. The days were hot 
and his health deteriorated to the extent that he would pass blood when 
urinating. But, he patiently persevered with hope and prayer. Later, 
he was transferred to an easier form of labour. He resigned himself to 
this with true dedication and trust. He would even encourage his fellow 
inmates to do likewise, saying, “When you receive food and clothing here, 
why should you not fulfil your assigned duties with trust and care.” 

The Mouland continued encouraging the inmates towards good and 
forbidding them from evil. He passed his days as an inviter to Allah 3 
and a propagator of righteousness. As a result, many prisoners repented 
from their previous lives of sin and turned their focus towards Allah 3é. 

He was then transferred from Ambala to Lahore, where he stayed for 
an entire year. Here, he was placed in the midst of hardened criminals, 
such as violent thieves and highway robbers. His character and teachings 
created within them a dislike for crime, sin and transgression. He 
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graciously presented the noble Islamic characteristics of piety and purity 
and affectionately encouraged them towards obedience, repentance 
and spiritual reformation. He invited them towards Tawhid, Salah and 
fasting and warned them about the punishment of Allah 3g and His anger. 
By virtue of his concerted efforts, many hardened criminals sincerely 
repented to Allah 4¢, pledged to follow the teachings of Islam and perform 
Salah. 

Amongst the inmates was a man from Baluschistan, who was extremely 
violent and rebellious. He had attacked and assaulted many a guard with 
his chains. He would not follow instructions or complete the tasks assigned 
to him. He had been punished on a number of occasions, but showed no 
remorse. The prison authorities had lost all hope of dealing with him. 
Occasionally, he would spend a night close to the Moulana, whose wise 
words began to affect his heart. His attitude changed, motivating him to 
follow instructions. His chains were removed and he began performing 
his five daily Salah. He would cry out of the fear of Allah 3, and those 
who saw him, bore testimony that he had been transformed into a true 
friend of Allah 46. 

In this way, the Moulana and his group were transferred from one 
prison to another. Finally, on the 8 December 1865, they were deported 
to Port Blair on the island of Andaman.' After two years of worship and 
preaching, the Moulana passed away on 20 February 1868 (1284 Hijri). 
Muhammad Ja‘far 3 was eventually pardoned and freed on the 22 
January 1883 after he had spent eighteen years in prison.’ 


Fearlessness in the face of death, is a sublime characteristic of those 
who have complete conviction in the truth of Islam and the divine reward 
promised by Allah 4. 


& 


1 Port Blair is the capital city of the Andaman Islands, where the infamous torture cells of 
Kala Pani were constructed. Many Muslim scholars and soldiers, who opposed British rule 
in India, were brought here as prisoners and forced into hard labour. 

2 Idha Habbat Rihul Im4n, p 194 
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vus 
A Plot of Shaitan 


bi Hurairah #: narrates: Nabi # appointed me to safeguard the 
Sadaqat al-Fitr of Ramadan. A person arrived and began taking 


handfuls of the foodstuff. 1 took hold of him and warned, “By 
Allah, I will take you to Allah’s Nabi 3%.” 

He pleaded, “I am poor. I have many dependants and am in great 
need.” | released him. 

In the morning, Nabi % enquired from me, “What did your prisoner 
do yesterday?” 

I replied, “O Nabi of Allah, the person complained of poverty and of 
having many dependants, so, I pitied him and released him.” 

Nabi # said, “Indeed, he spoke a lie, but he will return.” 

I believed that he would return as Nabi # had predicted, and waited for 
him watchfully. Upon his return, he began taking handfuls of foodstuff. I 
caught hold of him again, and said, “I will definitely take you to Nabi %.” 

He pleaded, “Leave me, for 1am very needy and have many dependants. 
I promise I will not come back again.” I pitied him and let him go. 

In the morning Nabi # asked me, “What did your prisoner do?” 

I replied, “O Nabi of Allah %, he complained of his dire need and of 
many dependants, so I took pity on him and set him free.” 

Nabi & said, “Indeed, he spoke a lie, but he will return.” 

I waited for him watchfully for the third time. He arrived and again 
began stealing handfuls of foodstuff. 1 caught hold of him and warned, “I 
will surely take you to Nabi # as it is the third time you promised not to 
return, yet you consistently break your promise each time and return.” 

He responded, “Leave me alone and I will teach you some words 
through which Allah will benefit you.” 

I asked, “What are they?” 

He replied, “Whenever you go to bed, recite Ayatul-Kursi, 
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esl A158 YI Y al 
until you complete the full verse. If you do so, Allah will appoint a guard 
over you for your protection and Shaitan will not approach you till the 
morning.” I then released him. 

In the morning, Nabi # asked me, “What did your prisoner do?” 

I replied, “He claimed that he would teach me some words through 
which Allah 4 would benefit me, so I let him go.” 

Nabi % asked, “What are they?” 

I explained what Shaitan had advised me. 

Nabi 3 said, “He spoke the truth, although he is a grave liar. Do 
you know who you were talking to for the past three nights, O Abii 
Hurairah?” 

I answered, “No.” 

Nabi % said, “That was Shaitan.”! 


@ 


Shaitan has a plethora of tricks which he uses to overpower men. 


~~ 


Ayatul-Kursi is a powerful du‘a’ for protection. Every Muslim should 
endeavour to memorise it and recite it frequently. 


& 


(ey 
Kindness to a Dog 


asan ibn ‘Ali 4 narrates that he was once passing by a garden in 
Madinah, when he saw a slave who had a piece of bread in his 


hand. He would eat a piece from it and feed a piece of it to a dog 


1 Bukhari 
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that was with him. In this way, he and the dog shared the bread equally 
between them. 

Hasan # asked him, “Why have you given half of the bread to the 
dog? You could have had more of it to eat for yourself by concealing it 
from the dog.” 

The slave replied, “I am too shy to deceive the dog, while looking at 
it in the eye.” 

Hasan # asked him, “Whose slave are you?” 

He replied, “I am the slave of ‘Abban ibn ‘Uthman.” 

Hasan # enquired, “And who does this garden belong to?” 

“To ‘Abban,” the slave answered. 

Hasan # said to him, “I request you to wait here until I return.” 

He proceeded to the owner and purchased the slave and the garden 
from him. 

When he returned, he said to the slave, “I have purchased you.” 

The slave stood up, saying, “I have heard you and obedience is to 
Allah 4%, His Nabi 3 and you, my owner.” 

Hasan explained further, “I have freed you from slavery for the 
pleasure of Allah 4 and I give this garden to you as a gift.” 

The slave remarked, “O my master, I too give the garden in the path 
of Allah 3¢.”" 


& 


When a man has fear of accountability in the Court of Allah 4¢, he will 
automatically abstain from deception, lies and dishonesty when dealing 
with every creation of Allah 4s. 


& 


1 Tarikh Dimishgq, vol 13, p 246 
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Wy) 
Just Rulers 


Cow’s Milk and Divine Blessings 

bn ‘Abbas 4 narrates that a king decided to conceal his identity 

and set out on a tour of his kingdom. After some time, he arrived 

at the home of a man who owned a cow. When the cow returned 
from grazing, it gave milk equivalent to that of thirty cows. The king was 
astonished and thought of taking the cow for himself. The next morning, 
the cow was again sent out to graze and it returned in the evening. This 
time, however, it could only give half the quantity of the milk it had given 
the previous day. When the king saw this, he called the owner, and asked, 
“Please inform me regarding your cow. Did it graze in a different pasture, 
or drink water from a different place today?” 

The owner replied, “It has neither grazed in a different pasture nor 
did it drink from another water source.” 

But, the king insisted, “How was it that its milk has decreased to 
half?” 

The owner replied, “The king was considering taking it for himself 
and this has caused its milk to decrease. The reason for this is that the 
barakah (divine blessings) is removed whenever the king commits or 
intends committing an act of oppression on his subjects.” 

The king asked, “How do you know this about the king?” 

The man answered, “Believe me, what I have told you is the truth.” 

Quietly, the king took an oath in the Name of Allah 4% that he would 
not take the cow for himself. The next morning, the cow was sent out to 
graze and it returned in the evening. When it was milked, it again gave 
milk equivalent to that of thirty cows. The king learnt his lesson and 
thought to himself, “When I oppress or decide to oppress my subjects, 
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the barakah is removed. From this day, I shall rule with justice and treat 
my subjects well.”! 


Lesson from a Sugarcane Orchard 

One day, a person delivered a lecture in the court of Jalalud Dawlah 
Malikshah Saljiki. During his discourse, he mentioned the following 
incident: 

A Persian king, during one of his journeys, separated himself from 
his troops and found himself at the gate of an orchard. He entered and 
requested for some water to drink. A young girl presented some sweetened 
cold water to him. He drank it and found it very delicious. 

The king asked her, “How is this drink prepared?” 

She replied, “We grow sugarcane and squeeze it with our own hands. 
This is the juice that is produced from it.” 

The king requested, “I would like to have some more.” 

The young girl was unaware that it was the Persian king she was 
speaking to, and left to bring some more. 

In the meantime, the king thought, “I should take possession of this 
orchard and give them another one in return.” 

After a short while, the girl returned, crying, “Our king has changed 
his intention for the worse.” 

The king asked, “How do you know this?” 

She replied, “Previously, I used to get as much juice as I desired 
without any difficulty. Now, after much effort, I can only squeeze a small 
quantity.” 

The king realised the truth of her words and abandoned his intention 
of usurping the orchard. He again asked, “Bring me some more juice and 
this time I am sure you will succeed.” 

She left and returned, smiling. In her hand, she had a full bowl of 
juice which she presented to the king. 

After hearing the incident, Jalalud Dawlah said to the orator, “Why 
do you not mention the incident of the Persian king, who entered an 
orchard and requested the keeper for some grapes. The keeper declined, 


1 Al-Jami‘ Li Shu’bil Iman, vol 9, p 542, Sirajul Muliik 
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saying, “This is not possible, as the king has not yet taken what is due to 
him and I cannot betray his trust.” 

The courtiers were amazed at the ability of the king to present an 
incident of a similar nature. He had successfully counteracted the orator’s 
story, exhorting the king to deal kindly with his subjects, with another 
story, exhorting the subjects to be faithful to their king.’ 


A King’s Folly 

In Isqandariyyah, there was a fishing area which was open to all. The fish 
were in abundance, and even the children would catch them with pieces 
of cloth. The king decided to close the area off for fishing and from then 
onwards, very few fish were ever caught.’ 


@ 


The secret thoughts, intentions and actions of those in authority have an 
impact on their subjects. Noble intentions and deeds produce good results, 
while evil intentions and deeds remove barakah (divine blessings). 


@ 


ras 
Patience is Rewarding 


' azid ibn Hariin 34. was a great scholar and muhaddith. He relates 
his story, “I left my family and travelled for many years in search 
of the knowledge of Hadith. When | arrived in Baghdad, I heard 

that there was a Tabi (successor of the Sahabah 4) who was in the army 

ranks. I called on him and he narrated to me the following Hadith : Anas 
ibn Malik # narrates that Nabi % said, “If Allah afflicts a person with 


1 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 5, p 285 
2 Sirajul Muli, p 46 
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a misfortune, he should be patient, he should be patient, he should be 
patient.” 

The Tabii then said that he would not narrate any further Hadith. 
I then decided to return to my home in WaAsit. I reached late at night 
and decided not to knock at the door to avoid disturbing the family. | 
opened the door, and entered. My wife was sleeping on the top floor, so 
I ascended. When | reached her, she was asleep, but lying beside her was 
a young man! I took a stone in my hand, and, as I was about to strike him 
with it, I remembered the words of the Hadith I had heard from the Tabi 
regarding patience. Two or three times | thought of striking him, but 
each time I refrained, after pondering over the words of the Hadith. After 
a while, my wife awoke. When she saw me, she awakened the young man, 
saying, “Wake up! Your father has come back home.” 

This young man was our son. I had left my wife, while she was pregnant 
and she had subsequently given birth to him. I then realised the barakah 
(divine blessings) of the Hadith that I had heard from the Tabi't.”’ 


@ 


Patience and contemplation result in sound judgements as opposed to 
haste and impulsiveness. 


@ 


(aN) 
Allah 4& Protects a Chaste Woman 


pious person narrates: I was once making Tawaf of the Ka‘bah 
Aw I heard a young woman saying, “O most honourable Allah, 

Your pledge exists since time immemorial and I remain steadfast 
upon it.” 


I asked, “What is this pledge between you and Allah 4?” 


1 Atharul Bilad Wa Akhbarul ‘Ibad, p 480 
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She replied, “It is with regard to a strange incident that occurred in 
my life. I was once ina ship on the ocean, when a severe storm struck and 
the wind caused everything on board to be destroyed. All the passengers 
drowned, except myself, this baby I have in my arms and a slave. | 
managed to cling tenaciously onto a piece of wood with my baby and the 
slave did the same. When the sun rose, the slave began to move towards 
us by wading through the water with his hands. Upon reaching us, he 
mounted the wood we were holding onto and tried to seduce me. 

I said to him, “O slave of Allah 4%, we are in a predicament wherein 
we have little hope of safety through obedience to Allah 4. What will 
happen to us if we choose the path of disobedience?” 

He ignored my question and retorted, “Leave me alone! By the oath of 
Allah, I will not be prevented from fulfilling my intention.” 

He stretched forth his hand, snatched the baby from me and threw it 
into the sea. At this point, I lifted my gaze to the heavens and exclaimed, 
“O Allah 3%, You are closer to a man than his heart. Protect me from 
this slave by Your strength and power. You have power over all things.” 
Immediately, a creature emerged from the sea, swallowed the slave in a 
single gulp and disappeared beneath the water. 

The waves continued to toss me around, until I reached an island. 
I related my story to the inhabitants and they were astounded. With 
bowed heads they exclaimed, “You have an amazing story to tell but, we 
have something even more amazing to relate to you. We were sailing on 
the ocean, when a creature emerged from the water in front of our ship. 
It was carrying a little baby on its back. We then heard a voice, saying, 
“Take this child, or you will perish.” One of us stretched forth our hands 
and took the child from the back of the creature. It then vanished into 
the water. Immediately, we all took an oath to Allah 3g that we would not 
commit any sin from that day onwards.” 

They handed the baby over to me, My experience is from the amazing 
signs of Allah’s 3 greatness.' 


1 Rawdur Rayyahin Fi Hikayatis Salihin, p 241; Az Zahrul Fa’ih Fi Dhikri Man Tanazzaha 
‘Anidh Dhunibi Wal Qaba’ih 
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@ 


Allah’s 4% assistance and mercy comes in unexpected ways to those who 
obey His commands. 


@ 


vy 
Compassion in the Battlefield 


adhi ibn Shaddad 24: was the personal advisor of Salahuddin 

Ayyibi .#:.. They travelled together on a number of expeditions. 

He explains: “I was riding in the service of Salahuddin in an 
expedition against the Europeans, when a soldier brought a woman to 
us. She was crying uncontrollably and repeatedly beating her chest. It 
was obvious that she was seriously traumatised. 

The soldier explained, “This woman has come from the European 
ranks and asked to be taken to the Sultan, so I brought her here.” The 
Sultan asked an interpreter to question her regarding her story. 

She explained, “Muslim thieves entered my tent last night and stole 
my baby girl. I have been crying out for help throughout the night. | was 
advised by my ruler, ‘Approach the Muslim Sultan, who is known to be 
very merciful. We will permit you to go to him and seek his assistance 
in finding your child’ They then directed me to you. I have no hope of 
finding my child except through you.” 

The Sultan was overwhelmed with compassion for her and tears 
flowed from his eyes. Driven by his sense of generosity, he commanded 
one of his soldiers to proceed to the market at the army camp and 
enquire regarding the child. He placed some money in the soldier's care 
with the instruction that the child be bought and returned. The case was 
heard early that morning, and within an hour, the soldier returned on 
horseback, carrying the little child on his shoulder. When the woman 
saw her child, she fell to the ground, throwing dust over her face in relief. 
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The people who saw her, could not help but shed tears over her plight. 
She then raised her head towards the heavens and uttered some words 
which we could not understand. Her child was returned to her and she 
was escorted back to her camp.”! 


& 


Salahuddin Ayyibi »*:, and many other Muslim army generals, were 

fearless in the battlefield, but extremely merciful when it came to 

fulfilling the rights of the weak and oppressed. Their opposition to the 

enemy did not blind them from dispensing justice, and their compassion 
melted the hearts of their enemies.’ 


& 


vy 
Virtue of a Mother’s Du‘a’ 


alim ibn Ayyiib s% was an eminent scholar of his time. His 
childhood was spent in Ray’, where he learnt how to recite the 
Qur’an under the guidance of scholars. 

He narrates : A scholar once asked me to recite the Qur’an and after 
much effort, I could not even recite Sirah Fatihah. It was almost as 
though my tongue was tied. 

The scholar then asked me, “Is your mother still alive?” 

“Yes,” | replied. 


1 The Life of Saladin, p 41; An-Nawadirus Sultaniyyah 

2 Their behaviour, in reality, was based upon the golden advice given by Nabi 3s to his 
Sahabah: “In the Name of Allah 36, fight those who disobey Him. Do not act treacherously. 
Do not deceive the enemy. Do not mutilate dead bodies. Do not kill children.” (Sahih 
Muslim) Similar instructions were issued to armies sent out by Abii Bakr .& and ‘Umar ibn 
“Abdul ‘Aziz 2. (Muwatta Imam Malik) 

3 Ray was a famous city of the ancient Persian Empire. It is near Tehran in modern-day 
Iran. 
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He advised, “Request her to make du‘a’ for you. Allah 4 will grant you 
true knowledge and the ability to recite the Qur’an easily.” 

| accepted his suggestion, and requested my mother to make du‘a’ for 
me. She complied with my request. When | grew up, I desired to learn 
Arabic and proceeded to Baghdad, where I studied for some time. I then 
returned to Ray. I had just completed inscribing a copy of Mukhtsar Al- 
Muzani and was double-checking it with a friend, when the scholar, who 
had advised me to request du‘as from my mother, entered. He greeted us, 
but did not recognise me. He sat and listened to our discourse, but could 
not understand anything. 

In amazement, he asked, “Where have you learnt all of this from?” 

I wanted to advise him to request his mother to make du‘a’ for him, 
but out of shyness, I refrained. 

Salim ibn Ayyiib 4%. taught and compiled many works in the field of 
jurisprudence, as well as a famous book of Tafsir’. Many benefited from 
his knowledge. 

Ibn Subki 4 says, “He was an exceptional scholar and none could 
surpass him. He became such an illustrious scholar, that only those 
erudite scholars, who were thoroughly grounded in knowledge and 
worship, could match him.” 


@ 


Fortunate are those who seek the pleasure of their parents and receive 
their dus. 


2 


1 Acommentary of the Qur'an. 
2 Siyar Aa‘lam An-Nubala’, vol 17, p 645; Mukhtasar Tarikh Dimishq, Tabaqatush 
Shafi‘iyyah Al-Kubra 


36 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


vs 
A Righteous Servant Draws Rain 


uhammad ibn Munkadir 1. says: Madinah was once affected 
M by a severe drought. The inhabitants went out to perform 

Salat Al-Istisqa’, but there was no sign of rain. There was one 
particular pillar in the Masjid of Nabi 3 behind which I would sit and 
also perform Salah. One night, I performed ‘Isha’ Salah and then reclined 
against the pillar as was my habit. 

After a while, | noticed a black person, with a slightly yellowed face 
arriving. He had a cloth covering his legs and another covering his back. 
He proceeded towards the pillar in front of me and performed two rakats 
of Salah. He then sat down and raised his hands in prayer, “O my Rab, 
those who frequent the Haram of Your Nabi # went out to ask You for 
rain, but You did not cause it to rain! I beg You to grant them rain.” 

When | heard him say these words, I assumed that he was insane, but 
as soon as he dropped his hands, I heard the sound of thunder. When he 
heard the rain, he praised Allah 3¢ in such glorious words, which I had 
never heard before. He then asked, “Who am I? What am I? Why was my 
prayer accepted? I have, however, expressed Your might and greatness.” 

He then stood up, placed his clothing over his body as before, and began 
performing Salah for the duration of the night. He then performed Fajr 
Salah in congregation, and I did likewise. After the Imam had completed 
the Salah, he stood up to leave and I followed him. When he reached the 
door of the Masjid, he raised his clothing and proceeded to wade through 
the water. I did the same, but he disappeared from my sight. 

The next night, | again performed Salah and came to recline against 
the pillar. Again, the stranger arrived, drew his clothing like the night 
before, and continued to perform Salah till dawn. After we had performed 
Fajr in congregation, he rose to leave, and I followed him. This time, | 


1 A special Salah requesting for rain, which is performed during times of drought. 
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succeeded in keeping pace with him and noticed him entering a house 
in Madinah, which was familiar to me. I returned to the Masjid. When 
the sun had risen and I had performed my Salah, I proceeded to the 
house of the pious stranger. The man was sitting and stitching a piece of 
leather. I realised that he was a cobbler by profession. When he saw me, 
he recognised me and asked, “Abii ‘Abdullah, welcome! What can I do for 
you? Do you need a pair of leather socks to be sewn for yourself?” 

I sat down and asked, “Are you not the same person whom | had seen 
last night?” 

His expression changed and he exclaimed in anger, “Ibn Munkadir, 
what do you have to do with that?” 

I noticed his irritation and said to myself, “I should leave him alone 
and depart immediately.” 

That night, | performed my ‘Isha’ and again came to my pillar, but the 
pious man did not arrive. | asked myself, “What have I done?” 

After the sun had risen the next morning, I went to visit him at his 
home. The door was open, and the home was empty. The residents asked 
me, “Ibn Munkadir, what happened between you and him yesterday?” 

I asked, “Why do you ask?” 

They explained, “When you left him, he spread out his cloth, packed 
all his leather and tools therein, and left. We do not know where he has 
gone.” 

I searched all the homes in Madinah that I knew, but could find no 
trace of him. May Allah 4% have mercy upon him!’ 


& 


Some of the pious servants of Allah %¢ prefer to maintain a low-profile 

in society. They fear that they may develop pride if their good deeds 

become known to others. They are often overlooked and sometimes even 
mocked at, but in the sight of Allah 4s, they hold a very exalted status. 


& 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 399 
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vy 
Qur'an Taught in Secrecy in Russia 


ninety-five year old Muslim man from Russia explained how the 

‘Ulama (Muslims scholars) of Russia taught the Qur’an during the 

days of communism. He was twenty-five years of age when the 
execution and oppression of the Muslims commenced and he witnessed 
the entire period. 

He explains : “We used to construct large homes with an open hall in 
the centre. On all sides of this hall, we would build sound-proof chambers. 
There was a secret door, leading out of the hall towards these chambers, 
where we would place a show-case displaying bottles of liquor. We would 
place portraits of Lenin and others, a television screen and other such 
obscene items close to the wall where the secret door was situated. 
Whenever the police arrived and searched the house, they would find 
nothing. They would notice the liquor bottles and assume that the 
residents’ beliefs and ideologies were in conformity with their own. They 
would leave, satisfied, but deceived by what they had observed. Little did 
they realise, that just a few meters away from those bottles of liquor, were 
young innocent children reciting the Qur’an. We would lock ourselves up 
in those chambers for six months at a time, teaching our young children 
how to recite the Qur’an. The Sahih Bukhari was taught there as well. 
Beyond the confines of those chambers, the black winds of communism 
were blowing unabatedly, but within, the words of Allah 4% and His Nabi 3 
were being recited and memorised.”! 


@ 


May Allah 3¢ reward the ‘Ulama of Islam for their supreme sacrifices and 
dedication in preserving the faith of the Muslims in areas of oppression 


1 Azad Riyadsato Ke Chashm Dida Halat, p 17 
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and injustice. Their invaluable contribution should inspire Muslims to 
remain dedicated to Islamic teachings during difficult times. 


@ 


vuy 
Repentance Draws Allah’s 8 Mercy 


= 


uring the time of Miisa +I, the Bani Isra’il were afflicted with a 

severe drought. Together, they begged Allah 4s for rain, but to 

no avail. The heat became more intense and the skies remained 
cloudless. 

Misa ## then cried out to Allah 3s, “O Allah 4é, if my status means 
nothing to You then I beseech You by the grace of Muhammad % to please 
grant us rain.” 

Allah 3& sent a revelation down to him: “Your status is noble in My 
sight, however, there is a person amongst you, who has disobeyed Me for 
forty years. It is because of him, that | am withholding the rains from 
you.” 

Miisa %) stood up and addressed the congregation, “O sinner, who 
has disobeyed Allah 4¢ for forty years, please leave this gathering.” 

When the sinner heard the announcement, he thought to himself, 
“If I stand up in this gathering to leave, the entire Bani Isra’ll will realise 
that I am the guilty one.” He lowered his head in shame and implored, “O 
my Allah, I beg for Your forgiveness.” 

Immediately the rain came down in torrents. 

Misa #2) asked, “O Allah, why did You send us rain?” 

Allah 4g replied, “Due to the sinner who has repented.” 

Misa 4! asked, “O Allah, will you please reveal his identity to me?” 

Allah 4% answered, “When I did not reveal his identity as a sinner, 
how can I now expose him when he has sincerely repented?”’ 


1 Nuzhatul Majalis, p 314 
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& 


Sins are an impediment to the acceptance of du‘a’, but Allah 4z forgives 
and grants numerous bounties when man turns to Him in repentance. 
The Qur'an says, 


cs ° Be ate aes BEM phase agers 
Nb pS21085 U5N5 te SLE ALI fade IGE SIS) ASS 13a 
- Pes oo, ee lhe. 
uel pS Jats ole oS et ces 
“Seek forgiveness from your Lord. Verily, He is Most Forgiving. He 
will send rain to you in abundance. And He will increase you in 
wealth and children and bestow on you gardens and rivers.” (Sirah 
Nuh, verse 10 - 12) 


Allah 4% conceals the sins of man out of His kindness. 


& 


vus 
Fearless before Dictators 


A Man of His Word . 

ffan ibn Muslim 4: was a great scholar of Hadith. Once, Ishaq 

ibn Ibrahim called ‘Affan 3: to question him regarding his 

belief pertaining to the Qur’an being created or not. This was 
in conformity with the instruction of Ma’min, the Khaliph, who desired 
to know the view of ‘Affan 4: regarding the controversy raging at the 
time. On the arrival of ‘Affan :., Ishaq read to him Ma’miin’s letter, 
which stated, “Question ‘Affan and ask him to declare that the Qur’an 
is created. If he agrees to do so, then you may leave him as he is. If he 
refuses to accept my view, then you should stop his salary.” ‘Affan was 
being paid five-hundred dirhams every month by Ma’min. 
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After the letter had been read, Ishaq asked, “What do you say?” 
‘Affan 2. replied by reciting a verse from the Qur’an, 


ase og: BS 
aol ail ys 8 
“Say He, Allah, is One.” 


and he completed the entire Sirah. He then asked Ishaq, “Can the like of 
this ever be created?” 

Ishaq replied, “The Amirul-Mu’minin has commanded that if you do 
not accept his view, he will stop your salary. If he does so, we will do 
likewise.” 

‘Affan »:, responded by saying, “Allah 36 says: 


“gto? ge ges ae 7 
Osho 5 boy S35) ell Gs 
“In the heavens is your sustenance and that which you have been 
promised.” (Sarah Adh-Dhariyat, verse 22) 


Ishaq was left speechless and ‘Affan departed.’ 


‘Affan si used to assist Judge Mu‘az ibn Mu‘az in investigating 
the credibility of witnesses. Once he was offered ten-thousand dinars 
to remain silent regarding the integrity of a particular witness, but 
he refused, saying, “I cannot evade my responsibility to point out the 
truth.” 


Courageous in the Face of Fear 
Once Khaliph Hisham ibn ‘Abdul Malik went to Makkah to perform Haj. He 
requested to meet a Sahabi, but was informed that all the Sahabah # had 
passed on. He then requested to meet a Tabi’, and Ta’tis Al-Yamani «*s, 
was brought to him. 

Ta’iis a4: entered, removed his shoes and placed them on the edge 
of the royal carpet. He did not greet the Khaliph with the title of Amirul- 


1 Tahdhibu Tahdhibil Kamal FT Asma’ir Rijal, vol 6, p 377 
2 Tahdhibu Tahdhibil Kamal Fi Asma’ir Rijal, vol 6, p 375 
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Mu'minin, but said, “Assalamu ‘Alaik, O Hisham.” He then sat down by the 
side of the Khaliph, and without addressing him by his honorific title, 
asked, “How are you, Hisham?” 

Hisham was outraged and was about to kill Tats sa, but was 
informed, “You are in the sacred precincts of Allah 4 and His Nabi 3, 
where killing a person is not permitted.” 

Hisham asked, “Why have you done this?” 

Ta'iis 24%. enquired, “What have I done?” 

This reply angered Hisham even more, and he screamed, “Firstly, you 
removed your shoes and placed them on the edge of the royal carpet. 
Secondly, you did not kiss my hand. Thirdly, you did not greet me with 
the title of Amirul-Mu’minin. Fourthly, you did not address me by my 
honorific title. Fifthly, you sat by my side without my permission. And, 
finally, you asked, ‘How are you, Hisham?’ ” 

Tas 4%, explained, “I do not see any problem with removing my 
shoes on the edge of your royal carpet because I also remove them before 
I face my Lord, five times a day, and He has never rebuked me nor become 
angry with me for doing so. Secondly, I did not kiss your hand because 
I heard Amirul-Mu’minin ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 4 say, ‘It is not permitted 
for a man to kiss the hand of others, except that of his wife, out of love, 
and that of his son, out of mercy. Thirdly, I did not greet you with the 
title of Amirul-Mu’minin because not everyone accepts you as a leader 
and I did not want to speak a lie. Fourthly, I did not address you by your 
honorific title because Allah 4% addresses His prophets and close friends 
as ‘O Yahyd, O ‘Isa, while he refers to His enemies by their titles, as in, 


ee gras og 
- 7% . 


“Perish both the hands of Aba Lahab!” (Sirah Al-Masad, verse 1) 


Fifthly, I sat by your side because I heard Amirul-Mu’minin ‘Alt 4 say, 
‘If you would like to see a man from amongst the inhabitants of the fire, 
then look towards him who sits while others stand’ ” 

When Hisham heard this, he was obliged to acknowledge his error, 
and sought advice from the learned man. 
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Ta’iis 24. replied, “I heard Amirul-Mu’minin ‘Ali say, ‘In Jahannam 
(hell) there will be serpents like pillars and scorpions like mules, which 
will sting every such ruler, who did not treat his subjects with justice’ ” 
With these words, Ta’iis 3%. stood up and left.’ 


@ 


One of the greatest forms of jihad is to speak the truth in the face of a 
tyrant, since it requires resilience and determination. 


& 


vs 
Sinful Father Saved from Eternal Punishment 


pious man narrates: In my neighbourhood, lived a man who was 
Aue to liquor. After he passed away, | prayed to Allah 3 to 

show him to me in a dream. I saw him after six years, and he was 
dressed in green clothing. 

| asked, “How did Allah 3¢ deal with you?” 

He replied, “When I passed away, I was dispatched to Jahannam (hell), 
where I was beaten with a whip made of fire, a thousand lashes for every 
sip of liquor I had taken. However, my wife was pregnant when I passed 
away, and she gave birth to a boy. When he began to speak and learnt to 
say 


il Val] 


“There is none worthy of worship besides Allah,” 


Allah 38 removed me from Jahannam. When the boy reached five, he 
began to learn at a Madrasah. The teacher taught him to recite 


1 thya’ ‘Uliimuddin, vol 2, p 146 
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“In the Name of Allah, Most gracious, Most merciful.” 


When the boy recited it, Allah 48 admitted me into Jannah (paradise), 
where I was given that which no eye has seen and no ear has heard.”! 


& 


A deceased parent is rewarded by virtue of his offspring making du‘a’ for 
him and doing good deeds in his name. 


& 


(Wy 
Two Exceedingly Honest Women 


here was once a wealthy cloth merchant, who lived in Baghdad. 

One day, a young woman came into his shop and requested to buy 

something. During the course of their discussion, she opened her 
veil, exposing her face. He was astounded by her beauty and remarked, 
“By Allah, | am amazed at what I see.” 

She explained, “I did not come to buy anything. I have been coming 
to the market for a number of days now, so that I could find a man who 
would be attracted to me and whom! could marry. You are that man. 1am 
a wealthy woman. Will you marry me?” 

The man explained, “I am married to a cousin from my father’s family 
and have promised her that I would not marry a second wife. I also have 
a son from her.” 

The woman insisted, “If you marry me and visit me only twice a 
week, I will be satisfied.” He accepted her suggestion, married her and 
consummated the marriage. 


1 Az Zahrul Fa’ih Fi Dhikri Man Tanazzaha ‘Anidh Dhuniibi Wal Qaba’ih, p 46 
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He then went home to his first wife and said, “A friend of mine has 
asked me to spend the night at his house.” 

He left her and spent the night at the home of his second wife. He 
would then visit his second wife after Zuhr every day. This continued for 
a period of eight months, after which, his first wife began to suspect that 
something was amiss. 

She instructed her slave-girl, “Follow him and observe where he 
goes.” 

The slave-girl followed him to his shop. At Zuhr time, she noticed him 
leaving. She followed him and saw him enter a house. She enquired from 
the neighbours and was informed that it belonged to a young woman, 
who was married to a cloth merchant. She returned to the home of her 
mistress and reported what she had seen. 

The wife asked her not to inform anybody about what she had seen and 
she herself did not confront her husband about it either. An entire year 
elapsed in this way. He then fell ill and passed away. As he was wealthy, he 
left behind a huge sum of wealth, amounting to eight-thousand dinars. 

His first wife removed seven-thousand dinars and kept them aside for 
their son. The remaining thousand dinars, she divided into two portions, 
She kept half for herself and the other half she gave to her slave-girl, 
saying, “Take this to the other woman and inform her that her husband 
has died. He has left eight-thousand dinars. Seven-thousand have been 
given to his son and the remaining thousand have been split between her 
and his first wife. Advise her to take it, as it is her rightful share from his 
estate.” 

The slave-girl proceeded as instructed. She knocked at the door and 
informed the woman of the death of her husband, and his estate. The 
woman cried, and then said, “Return to your mistress and inform her 
that my husband had divorced me prior to his death. I have a written 
document to confirm this. Take this wealth back to her, as I have no right 
to his estate.” 

The slave-girl returned and informed her mistress accordingly.’ 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 516 
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& 


To be honest at times when others are oblivious of the truth is a sign of 
piety and moral refinement. 


@ 


(iN) 
Allah 8 Assists a Sincere Debtor 


abi # mentioned that a man from the Bani Isra’il requested 

another man from his tribe to borrow him a thousand dinars. 

The latter replied, “Bring me witnesses so that I can request 
their testimony when required.” 

But the man answered, “Allah 4 is sufficient as a witness.” 

The man then requested for a surety, but he again replied, “Allah 4¢ is 
sufficient as a surety.” 

“You are correct,” the man replied and handed him the money which 
was to be repaid after a fixed period of time. 

The man travelled by sea and completed what he had set out to do. He 
then searched for a ship to board, so that he could return and settle his 
debt at the appointed time, but could not find one. So he took a piece of 
wood, made a hole in it, placed therein a thousand dinars with a note from 
him to the creditor and sealed the hole well. He then took the wood down 
to the sea and said, “O Allah 4¢, You are well-aware that I took a loan of a 
thousand dinars from so-and-so person and he requested for witnesses 
and a surety. I replied that Allah 4¢ was sufficient as a witness and surety. 
He was satisfied with You as a witness and surety. I have endeavoured to 
the best of my ability to find a ship to send him the money that is due 
to him, but my efforts have been in vain. Therefore, I hand this money 
over to Your care.” Saying this, he threw the piece of wood into the sea 
and watched it disappear into the distance. He then left, and continued 
searching for a ship to return to his country. 
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Meanwhile, the creditor went out, hoping to see a ship that would 
bring the money owed to him. As there was no ship coming in that day, he 
thought it best to go back home. As he was leaving, he picked up a large 
piece of driftwood from the shore, which he thought would serve as an 
excellent source of firewood. When he chopped up the wood, he found 
the money and the note sent by the debtor. 

Some time later, the debtor returned, bringing with him another 
thousand dinars. He explained, “By Allah, | have tried my best to find 
a ship to return and bring your money, but could not find one until 
today.” 

The creditor asked, “And did you send something to me?” 

The man replied, “I have informed you that | could not find a ship 
before the one | arrived in.” 

The creditor replied, “Allah 4g has delivered that which you had sent 
in the piece of wood, on your behalf. You may keep your thousand dinars 


my 


and return rightly-guided. 


& 


A man’s eagerness and sincerity to pay off his debt timeously, ensures 
that Allah 4¢ directs the money to its rightful owner. 


~ 


Allah 4¢ assists those who have trust in Him. Allah 3¢ says: 


Seyie she Om * Bt woe 
Am 68 ail be JS 53 O39 

“And he who places his trust in Allah, He is sufficient for him.” 
(Sarah At-Talaq, verse 3) 


& 


1 Bukhari 
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vu) 
Hijab in Times of Tribulation 


hallad .& was martyred during the battle of Quraiza. His mother, 
Ummi Khallad ..2., came to Nabi # to enquire about him. She was 


dressed with a nigab (veil) concealing her face. 
Some of the companions asked her, “Your son has been killed in the 
battle and yet you have come with your face covered.” 
She replied, “I may have lost my son, but I have not lost my haya’ 
(shame and modesty).”! 


& 


Honoured are those Muslims who remain focused on Islamic teachings 
when others become unsettled due to stressful circumstances and 
adverse conditions. 


& 


YOss 
A Bridle from My Braids 


uring the time of Hariin Ar-Rashid, the Romans took a number of 
D Muslim women as captives and news of this reached him. Mansir 
ibn ‘Ammar », was promptly advised to utilise the court of Haran 
Ar-Rashid and encourage the Muslims to fight in the path of Allah 3% and 
release the captives. He agreed, and while encouraging them, a sealed 
package was thrown towards him to which was attached the following 


1 Sunan Abii Dawid; Tabaqat Al-Kubra 
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note, “I am an Arab woman. I have received news of the capture of the 
Muslim women by the Romans, and heard you encouraging people to 
fight in the path of Allah 3. I hereby present to you the most honourable 
part of my body - my braids. I have cut my long hair and placed it in this 
sealed package. I ask you in the Name of Allah, the Great, to make them 
into a bridle for a horse that will be used in the path of Allah 3s. Perhaps 
Allah, the Great, will take pity on my condition and shower His mercy 
upon me due to this action of mine.”! 

When Mansir .s#:. heard this, he began to cry and so did those who 
had gathered. Hariin Ar-Rashid commanded that the army depart with 
urgency, and he too joined the expedition. Allah 4¢ granted the army 
victory.’ 


@ 


Sincere concern and commitment towards the well-being of others 
motivates a person to incredible forms of sacrifice. 


@ 


vu) 
The Repentant One is Exalted 


here was once a butcher, who was infatuated with a young slave- 
girl who lived in his neighbourhood. Her master sent her on an 
errand to another village and the butcher decided to follow her 
with the intention of seducing her. When he appeared before her, she 


1 It has to be pointed out that her action of clipping and presenting her hair was 
incorrect from an Islamic perspective as it is not permissible for strange men to view or 
touch the body parts of a strange woman. Her sincerity and concern, however, deserve 
respect and praise. 

2 Sifatus Safwah, p 801 
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exclaimed, “I beg you to stop! I love you more than you love me, but I fear 
Allah 4.” 

When he heard this, he replied, “It cannot be that you fear Allah 3¢ 
and I do not.” He turned away repentantly. 

On his way, he was overtaken by thirst, to such an extent, that he was 
on the verge of dying. A prophet from the Bani Isra’il noticed him and 
asked what the problem was. He replied that he was dying of thirst. 

The prophet advised, “Come, let us pray to Allah 3% to send a cloud 
that will shade us until we reach the village.” 

But the butcher replied, “I have no good deeds to my credit by virtue 
of which I can pray. I suggest you offer that prayer.” 

The prophet answered, “Fine. I will pray and you should say amin 
to my prayer.” They did as agreed, and immediately a cloud appeared, 
casting its shadow over them, until they reached the village. The butcher 
then turned towards his home, and amazingly, the cloud followed him. 

The prophet was surprised, and asked, “You claimed that you had 
done no good and that I should pray while you would say amin to my 
prayer. The cloud followed us and gave us shelter from the sun and it 
eventually followed you. Please inform me who you really are?” 

Accordingly, the butcher explained to the prophet what had happened 
between him and the slave-girl. 

Upon hearing his story, the prophet exclaimed, “A repentant person 
enjoys a rank with Allah 4 that is unmatched by others.” 


@ 


Repentance elevates the rank of a person and draws Allah's 4 special 
mercy. 


& 


1 Hilyatul Awliya’, p 230; [hya’ ‘Uliimuddin 
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vy 
An Arch-enemy Accepts Islam 


abi 4 sent an army to Najd, and they returned with a prisoner 
N° the name of Thumamah ibn Uthil. They tied him to a pillar 

in the Masjid. Nabi 38 approached him and asked, “What are your 
thoughts, O Thumamah?” 

He replied, “I have good thoughts, O Muhammad. If you kill me, you 
would be killing a person whose blood could rightfully be taken, and 
if you set me free, you would be doing a favour to one who would be 
grateful. If you desire wealth then ask!” 

Nabi 3 left him alone. The next day, Nabi 38 again asked, “What are 
your thoughts, O Thumamah?” 

Thumamah replied, “My thoughts are as I had mentioned to you 
previously, If you set me free, you would be doing a favour to one who 
would be grateful.” 

Nabi % left him alone for another day. On the third day, Nabi #8 again 
asked, “What are your thoughts, O Thumamah?” 

Thumamah replied, “My thoughts are as I had mentioned 
previously.” 

Nabi # then instructed, “Release Thumamah 

Thumamah proceeded to a date-palm tree close to the Masjid, took 
a ghusl and then entered the Masjid, saying, “I testify that there is none 
worthy of worship except Allah 4, and I testify that Muhammad 2 is His 
Prophet! 0 Muhammad 38, by Allah, no face on the surface of the earth 
did I hate more than yours, but yours is now the most beloved to me. By 
Allah, no religion was more detested by me than yours, but it is now the 
most beloved to me. By Allah, no city was more hated by me than yours, 
but it is now the most beloved of cities to me. Your army arrested me 
at a time when I was intending to perform ‘Umrah. What do you think I 
should do?” 


” 
! 
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Nabi # gave him glad tidings and advised him to proceed for 
‘Umrah. 

When he arrived in Makkah, a person asked, “Have you become a 
Sabian?” 

Thumamah replied, “No, I have embraced Islam and joined 
Muhammad 38. By Allah, not a single grain of wheat will come to you 
from Yamamah unless Nabi % gives me permission to dispatch it to 
you.” 

Accordingly, he did not allow any provisions to be sent to Makkah. 
Finally, the Quraish were constrained to write to Nabi 3, beseeching 
him, in the name of their kinship with him, to instruct Thumamah to 
send food to them, and Nabi 3 obliged.’ 


& 


The beautiful social, moral and spiritual teachings of Islam are sufficient 
to melt the hearts of the most merciless of enemies. 


@ 


(Wy 
An Evil Plot Rebounds on the Perpetrator 


hmad ibn Tiliin once found a young abandoned baby boy. He 
picked him up, brought him home and saw to his upbringing. 


He named the boy Ahmad and people began calling him Ahmad 
Al-Yatim (the orphan). When he grew up, he turned out to be very 
intelligent and good-looking. Ahmad ibn Tiliin continued to teach 
and rear the young boy carefully, hence he became well-educated and 
cultured. When he was on his death bed, he advised his son, Abul Jaish, 
to continue taking care of Ahmad. 


1 Bukhari 
2 As-Siratun Nabawiyyah, vol 3, p 492 
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After his death, Abul Jaish, accordingly, summoned Ahmad and said, 
“I will be seeing to your needs from now on, and it is my habit to take an 
oath from those who are in my service that they will never deceive me.” 

He then entrusted Ahmad with his wealth and promoted him to a 
position where he had to deal with important matters of the state. Ahmad 
proved himself to be more than competent. Over time, Abul Jaish noticed 
his sincerity in service and counsel and became quite close to him. He 
began having confidence in Ahmad and entrusted him with his private 
matters. 

One day, he said to Ahmad, “Go to a so-and-so room of mine. At the 
place where I normally sit, you will find a tasbih’ made of jewels. Bring it 
to me!” 

Ahmad did as he was instructed. As he entered the room, he saw a 
slave-girl of Abul Jaish with a male servant who was very close to him. 
When they saw Ahmad entering, the young man left. The slave-girl then 
offered herself to Anmad so that he could fulfil his desires with her. 

Ahmad refused, saying, “I can never betray my master. He has been so 
kind to me and has taken an oath of allegiance from me.” He ignored her 
request and proceeded with the tasbih to Abul Jaish. After he had left, the 
slave-girl became anxious and feared that he might relate to Abul Jaish 
what he had seen. 

Days passed, but she found no hint of anger in her master towards 
her. However, by pure coincidence, he purchased another slave-girl who 
stole his heart and time. He was completely overawed by her splendid 
beauty and her graceful manners. He showered her with gifts and spoke 
of nobody else but her, Initially, his attention was focused towards the 
wretched slave-girl who had deceived him, but things were different now. 
The deceitful slave girl had a domineering nature and could not accept 
his disregard for her. She attributed this to Ahmad, who she suspected of 
having informed her master about her. 

She approached Abul Jaish, pretending to be deeply distressed and in 
tears, so that her plot would gain credibility. She cried out, “Ahmad Al- 
Yateem has attempted to seduce me.” 


1 Astring of beads used as a counter to praise and remember Allah 36. 
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When Abul Jaish heard this, he was infuriated and decided to kill 
Ahmad, without further delay. However, he soon regained his composure 
and decided to proceed carefully with his plan. He summoned a 
trustworthy servant of his and instructed, “I will send a man to you with 
a golden tray who will convey a request to you from me to fill the dish 
with musk. When he reaches you, kill him, place his head in the tray, 
cover it and present it before me.” 

He then proceeded to his private chamber. Ahmad came along with no 
knowledge of the plot that was hatched against him. He then addressed 
Ahmad, “Take this gold dish and go to so-and-so. Tell him that I have 
instructed him to fill it with musk.” 

Ahmad proceeded as he had been commanded. Enroute, he came 
across a group of his close friends, who asked him to join them. Ahmad 
replied, “I cannot, as I am fulfilling a request of Abul Jaish.” 

They replied, “Send somebody to fetch the musk and when he has 
brought it, you can take it to him.” 

Ahmad looked around to see who he could send. His gaze fell on the 
young man whom he had seen with the slave-girl. Anmad gave him the 
dish and said, “Take this gold dish and go to so-and-so. Tell him that Abul 
Jaish has instructed him to fill it with musk.” 

The servant proceeded and made the request. The trusted servant 
accordingly killed him and placed his head in the dish. He then covered it 
and presented it to Ahmad, who in turn brought it to his master in total 
innocence. When he opened the dish and saw the head, he was perplexed 
and asked Ahmad what had happened. Ahmad explained that he had 
deputed the servant to take the dish after his friends had asked him to 
join them. He insisted that he knew no more than this. 

Abul Jaish asked, “Do you perhaps know something about this servant, 
that has led to his death?” 

Ahmad replied, “He has earned what he deserved because of his 
deception. I did not want to disclose it, but I am now constrained to do 
so.” He then related to Abul Jaish all that he had seen between the male 
servant and the slave-girl when he had gone to fetch the tasbih. The slave- 
girl was summoned. She confessed to the truth of Ahmad’s story and was 
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accordingly killed. The incident increased Ahmad’s status and respect in 
the sight of Abul Jaish, who showered more favours upon him.’ 


& 


Allah 4¢ often punishes the perpetrators of an evil plot by means of their 
own planning. 
When a master is pleased with his loyal slave, it can be well-imagined 
how much more pleased Allah 4 is with His faithful servant. 


& 


vs 
Lesson in Humility 


\ bbas 4 had a gutter emerging from his house which was on the 


path ‘Umar # would walk by. Once, ‘Umar # was proceeding 
for Jumu‘ah (Friday) Salah in a set of clean clothing, while two 
birds were being slaughtered for ‘Abbas #. As he walked by, some water 
mixed with blood from the slaughtered birds splashed onto his clothing. 
‘Umar # ordered that the gutter be removed, and returned home to wear 
another set of clothing. He then returned to the Masjid and performed 
the Salah. 
‘Abbas then approached him, and said, “That gutter was placed 
there by Nabi % himself.” 
‘Umar realised his error, and replied, “I take an oath to you that 
you will climb on my back and replace the gutter to the position where 
Nabi % had placed it.” His oath was fulfilled, accordingly.’ 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, vol 1, p 205 
2 Musnad Ahmad 
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The Sahabah * unhesitatingly accepted their errors of judgement when 
pointed out to them. They did not attempt to justify themselves through 
unnecessary argumentation. 


@ 


vu 
Respect for Islamic Symbols 


Mocking at Hadith 
bi Dawiid As-Sajistani :. narrates : A shameless man would 
frequent the gatherings of the students of Hadith. One day, he 
heard a Hadith of Nabi % which states, “The angels lower their 
wings for the seeker of knowledge out of pleasure for his good deeds.” 
He mockingly placed some iron nails beneath his feet and remarked, “I 
want to tread upon the wings of angels!” As a result of this, he developed 
gangrene on his feet.’ 


Abii Yahya As-Saji narrates : We were walking through the alleys of Basrah 
on our way to visit the scholars of Hadith, and I quickened my stride. A 
man from the area, who was notorious for his shamelessness, saw us and 
mockingly remarked, “Raise your feet above the wings of the angels so as 
not to tear them apart!” Immediately, his feet became paralysed and he 
fell to the ground.’ 


Repentance of Bishr Al-Hafi 
Bishr Al-Hafi .#:. was a thief. As he was walking, one day, he noticed a 
piece of paper with the words 


1 Bustanul ‘Arifin, p 125 
2 Tarikhul Islam Dha-habi, vol 52, p 319; Bustanul ‘Arifin, p 125 
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rl Fs) aul m 
on the ground close to the public bath. He was quite disturbed at this and 
raised his gaze to the heavens, saying, “My Master, Your Name has been 
cast aside.” 

He picked up the paper and cleaned it. He then proceeded to a 
perfume store and purchased some musk and rose-water with the single 
dirham he possessed. He applied it to the paper and placed it respectfully 
in a crevice of a wall. He then proceeded to visit a friend who he often 
spent time with. 

His friend said to him, “By Allah, my brother, last night I saw you 
in a beautiful dream, the like of which I had never seen before. | will 
not relate it to you, unless you inform me of that special action you had 
carried out yesterday, which is known to you and Allah 4 only.” 

Bishr x4. answered, “I do not recall anything in particular, except 
that I was passing the public bath and found a paper on the ground,” and 
he recounted the incident to him. 

His friend continued, “In my dream, I saw a person instructing me to 
inform you: You raised Our Name in honour. We will honour your name 
in this world and the Hereafter.”’ 


Islam is a religion of respect and etiquette. 


@ 


1 Tarikh Dimishgq, vol 10, p181 
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wus 
Advice of a Pious Son 


mar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz «“. had been entrusted with the position 

of Khaliph of the Muslims. After his appointment, he arrived 

home to have a brief rest. As he was about to lie down, his son, 
‘Abdul Malik, approached him and asked, “O Amirul-Mu’minin, what are 
you doing?” 

‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz :, replied, “My son, I would like to take a 
midday nap for a short while.” 

The son asked, “How can you take a nap when you have not yet 
corrected the injustices of the past?” 

‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .1#x. replied, “My son, I have not had any sleep 
since yesterday, due to my involvement in the matters of your uncle, 
Sulaiman. Once I have performed Zuhr Salah, | will attend to those 
injustices.” 

The son asked, “Who can guarantee that you will live until Zuhr 
Salah?” 

‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 14, said, “Come to me, my son!” 

When his son drew close to him, he embraced him, kissed him on his 
forehead and said, “Praise be to Allah 44 Who has brought forth a person 
from my progeny who assists me in my religious matters.” 

He did not sleep, but went out and had an announcement made for all 
those who had been wronged in any way to bring their disputes to him.’ 


& 


Observations and remarks of children should not be shrugged off. Very 
often, their innocence and sincerity expose the truth. 


~ 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 334 
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Pious and upright children are an invaluable blessing to parents. 


~~ 


Righteous individuals are produced from homes where Salah, Qur’an and 

good character constitute the core of life. Homes dominated by television, 

chat-lines, un-Islamic literature and music, produce individuals whose 
minds are focused on materialism rather than spirituality. 


VS) 
Allah & Conceals a Sinner 


pious person narrates: I saw a young man frequently reciting the 
words, “O Eternal Being, Your kindness is also eternal.” 
One day, I asked him, “Why do you recite these words so often?” 

He answered, “I do so because of a strange incident that changed 
my life. When I was younger, I would attend weddings and functions 
frequented by females. I would dress as a woman and draw a veil over my 
face so that they would not identify my gender. In this way, I would join 
in their functions and sit amongst them. One day, there was a wedding 
function in the home of the ruler. I attended as usual. Incidentally, a 
piece of valuable jewellery was stolen and the ruler instructed that all 
the women be searched. 

Accordingly, they were instructed to remove their veils. When this 
happened, I began to recite these words, ‘O Eternal Being, your kindness 
is also eternal. I also took a pledge to Allah 4 that if He concealed my 
identity, I would never attend female functions again. As they were about 
to search me, it was announced that the remaining women should be left 
alone, as the jewellery had been recovered. That day, I repented to Allah 4% 
and promised never to revert to such a sin again.”! 


1 Nuzhatul Majalis, p 116; Az Zahrul Fa’ih Fi Dhikri Man Tanazzaha ‘Anidh Dhunabi Wal 
Qaba’ih 
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Allah 4¢ conceals sins through His mercy. 


& 


wy 
An Educated Woman is Irreplaceable 


T= mother of Zainuddin was a pious woman. She was a hafizah’ of 
the Qur’an and well-educated with regard to its commentary. 
Her father, son and brother were also highly recognised scholars 
of their time. Her son benefited enormously from her du‘as. She had 
memorised Al-Jawahir, a thirty volume commentary of the Qur'an, 
compiled by her father, Abul Faraj 3#:.. Her son has narrated an incident 
which aptly displays her academic brilliance. 

He says: We used to learn the commentary of the Qur’an from my 
uncle. One day, I arrived home and my mother asked me, “What has my 
brother taught you today?” 

I explained the Sirah that he had taught us. 

Then, taking the name of a particular scholar, she asked, “Did he 
explain to you the views of so-and-so scholar?” 

“No,” I replied. 

She replied, “Perhaps he has forgotten to do so.”” 


3 


Pious, knowledgeable and intelligent women are the moral fibre of good 
Muslim homes. 


& 


1 A female who memorised the Qur’an. 
2 Adh-Dhail ‘Ala Tabaqatil Hanabilah, vol 3, p 536 
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vs 
Repentance from the Lap of Luxury 


bdullah ibn Mu‘allim says: We left Madinah to perform Haj. 
Az I met a man from the tribe of Bani Hashim and the 

clan of Bani ‘Abbas ibn ‘Abdul Muttalib. He had abandoned the 
pleasures of the world and was focused completely upon the life of the 
Hereafter. As we walked along, I drew close to him and suggested, “I have 
an extra conveyance. Would you not like to join me?” 

He thanked me, saying, “That would assist me greatly.” We proceeded 
and he began to speak to me in friendly terms. 

He explained, “I used to stay in Basrah, where | lived a life of pride, 
extravagance and pomp. One day, I instructed my servant to prepare a 
soft silky bed with a pillow filled with scattered rose petals. He did as I 
had instructed. As I laid down, a thorn which the servant had forgotten 
to remove, pricked me. | stood up and struck him hard. I then returned 
to my bed, disposed of the thorn from the pillow, and fell asleep. In my 
dream, I saw a vicious-looking person shaking me, saying, “Awake from 
your slumber and stupor! He then recited the following verses: 


JIA pee ¢ gS dey Sdn y oe Wl dans Dhl Joy 


Jo DLE goss a deed le Had geld 


O my friend, you are resting upon a soft bed 
Tomorrow you will have to lie upon hard stones. 
Prepare good deeds so that you will be pleased 
Or else tomorrow you will be saddened if you fail to prepare.” 


62 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


I awoke with a fright and immediately turned in repentance to 
Allah 48.” 


@ 


Intelligent is that person who recognises and heeds the call of guidance. 


@ 


Wy 
Dedication to Knowledge 


mam Muslim s:., the compiler of the famous book Sahih Muslim, 

once attended a gathering of knowledge where a Hadith, which he 

did not recognise, was mentioned. He returned home, lit his lamp 
and advised his family members that he did not want to be disturbed. 

It was said to him, “Somebody has sent us a basket of dates as a gift.” 

He requested that the dates be brought to him. 

He commenced eating from the dates and concurrently began to 
search for the Hadith that he had heard. 

This continued the entire night, until all the dates were depleted. It 
was already morning, when he found the Hadith. He was so focused upon 
searching for the Hadith, that he did not realise how many dates he had 
consumed and this led to his demise.’ 


@ 


True Islamic knowledge has a special sweetness and beauty which 
fascinates and inspires the seeker of truth. 


@ 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, vol 2, p 294 
2 Siyar Aa‘lam An-Nubala’, vol 12, p 564; Tarikh Baghdad 
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Wy 
Woman’s Chastity Draws Divine Mercy 


nce the city of Delhi was afflicted by a severe drought. All the 

‘Ulam of the area gathered in an open field to pray to Allah 4 

for rain. Many men, women and children accompanied them, 
and their animals were taken along as well. From the early morning until 
‘Asr, they stood out in the burning sun and prayed, “O Allah 4, we are 
in a drought, please send us rain through Your mercy.” But, there was no 
sign of rain. 

A young man was passing by and saw the huge gathering. He stopped 
his conveyance and asked, “Why have you people gathered here?” 

They replied, “We have been here from early morning, praying for 
rain. We have cried and begged Allah 4s. Even the little children have 
been calling out in desperation. The entire day has passed like this, but, 
the mercy of Allah 4 has not descended upon us.” 

The young man remarked, “I see. Allow me a few minutes to pray 
to Allah 4g as well.” He proceeded to his conveyance, where he began to 
pray. Immediately, the clouds gathered and it began to rain. The ‘Ulama 
were astounded and hastened towards him to find out who he was. He 
was undoubtedly a mustajabut da‘wat.' 

They asked the young man, “Please advise what prayer you made.” 

The young man replied, “My mother is seated on this conveyance. 
She is such a pure and chaste woman, that no strange man has ever seen 
her and vice versa. I took hold of a corner of her garment and prayed to 
Allah 48, ‘O Allah, I am the son of this pure woman. If her chastity holds 
any status in your sight, please send down the rains to your servants.’ Due 
to this, Allah 4s sent down the rains.” 


1 A person whose prayers are readily accepted by Allah 4. 
2 Khawatine Islam Ke Iman Afroz Waqi at, p 160 
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@ 


Allah $s readily accepts the du‘as of those who obey Him. 


& 


vs 
Wise Advice of a Brave Mother 


ariinah #4, was the mother of Ahmad Shah ‘Abdali, the Muslim 
7. leader of Afghanistan. She was a woman of great piety and 
fortitude. When the Marathas began to broaden their empire 

in India, the news reached Kandahar, upon which Ahmad Shah Abdali 
convened an urgent meeting. It was decided that a strong fort be built in 
Kandahar to oppose the advancing Maratha army. The meeting was still 
in progress, when Ahmad Shah ‘Abdali received a message asking him to 
proceed to his home. He immediately left the meeting. As he entered his 
home, he was confronted by his mother, who was visibly angry. She saw 
him and turned away displaying her displeasure. Anmad Shah was taken 
aback and asked, “Mother, is everything well? Are you angry with me for 
any reason?” 

His mother replied, “I wish I had never given birth to a son like you! 
I wish I had not breast-fed you! Did I raise you to witness the day when 
you are considering building a fort in Kandahar so that you may hide 
from the Marathas? It would be more appropriate for you to march to 
India to break the backbone of the Marathas and then return home.” 

Ahmad lowered his head, and replied, “Mother, I beg your forgiveness. 
I will fulfil your request, Insha-Allah.” 

Thereafter, he marched out with his army to India, where he fought 
a number of battles with the Marathas. In the decisive battle of Panipat, 
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he crushed the power of the Marathas to such an extent that they never 
rose up again.’ 


&e 


Many valiant Muslim commanders and generals received guiding 
inspiration from their courageous mothers. 


@ 


UN) 
A Woman’s Poetic Genius 


n Iranian prince once composed a verse of poetry: 


Sarge ous aS S SLI 52 
“A black and white pearl is rare indeed.” 


He tried his best to adda second verse to this, but failed. He requested 
a number of other poets to assist, but none of them succeeded. In 
desperation, he wrote to the king of Delhi, requesting for a second verse 
to be sent to him. The poets of Delhi were also unsuccessful. Zaibunnisa 
Makhfi,, the daughter of Alamgir Aurangzeb :., was one day applying 
antimony and a teardrop fell from her eyes. Immediately she composed 
the second verse: 


29x92 022 pS S GLI 9 
og)! nape Gly Sa! Ss 
“A black and white pearl is rare indeed. 
Except in the surma-mingled teardrop that falls from the eyes of the 
beloved.” 


1 Khawatine Islam ke Iman Afroz Waqi at, p 133 
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The king sent the verses to the Iranian prince. After reading them, he 
requested that the poet be sent to him. Zaibunnisa wrote back with her 
answer in poetic verses : 


US Sp 59 SS dw ge pote Gide Fes 99 
It ah (ew 99 9519 ee ge Spy 
“As the fragrance is concealed in the petals, I am concealed in my 
words. 
Whosoever desires to see me should read my verses.” 


@ 


A righteous and intelligent woman realises that her beauty is not to be 
subjected to the lustful glances of all and sundry. 


os 


(a) 
Muslim Women in Battle 


uslim women showed amazing courage during the battle 

of Maisan. Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah #, the commander of the 

Muslim army, had left the women behind and proceeded to 
engage the inhabitants of Maisan on the banks of the Tigris. In the midst 
of combat, Ardah bint Al-Harith #4 decided to assist the Muslim army 
and remarked, “If we can reach the Muslim army, we will join them in 
the battle.” 

Saying this, she tied her veil in the form of a banner and so did 
the other women. Holding their veils above their heads, they marched 
forward. The two armies were in the thick of the battle when the women 
reached them. The enemy saw the banners and mistakenly thought 


1 Khawatine Islam Ke Iman Afroz Waqi‘at, p 230 
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that reinforcements had arrived to assist the Muslims. They retreated, 
allowing the Muslims to attack and overpower them.’ 


Since the era of Nabi 3, Muslim women displayed remarkable courage 
in the battlefield. 


(ay) 
Love for Knowledge 


Dedication to Learning 
mam Abi Yisuf sx mentioned, “My son passed away, but I did 
not stop attending the classes of Imam Abii Hanifah .#x.. Instead, I 
instructed an acquaintance to handle the funeral and burial matters 
so that I would not be deprived of a day in his company.” 


Quest for Literature 

During the Muslim rule of Andalus, Qurtubah was known for its books 
and libraries. People would take exceptional care in acquiring knowledge, 
books and manuscripts. Books were regarded as a treasure and the mere 
ownership of a library was considered a mark of honour and prestige. 
Men would compete in acquiring books that were rare or written by a 
particular calligrapher. 

A man from Hadhramaut says: I was once in Qurtubah and urgently 
required a particular book. I searched all the book markets and finally 
founda copy of it. It was written in an attractive script and its commentary 
was good. I was overjoyed. As the book was being auctioned, I began to 


1 Tarikh At-Tabari, vol 4, p 422 
2 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, vol 1, p 22 


68 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


bid for it, only to find that another person was bidding at a higher price 
than mine each time. The price of the book finally rose above its actual 
value. 

I decided to ask the auctioneer, “Please inform me which person is 
prepared to pay so much for this book?” 

He pointed out to me a man who was dressed in state garb. | 
approached him, and remarked, “It appears as if you are a great scholar. 
May Allah 3¢ increase your honour. If you require this book urgently, | 
will stop bidding and allow you to buy it. It has already reached far more 
than its actual value.” 

The man answered, “I am not a scholar, in fact, 1 do not even know 
what this book contains. The reality of the matter is that I have been 
acquiring books so that my collection would be regarded as one of the 
most outstanding ones in the city. There is an empty space in one of the 
shelves and this book will fill the space perfectly. I particularly liked it 
because of its fine script and excellent cover and binding. I am prepared 
to pay any price to acquire it. By the grace of Allah 4%, I have the wealth 
to do so.” 

The man’s words angered and prompted me to respond, “It is amazing 
that a man like you has enough money to buy a book which you do not 
require, whereas a man like me, who knows what it contains and can 
truly benefit therefrom, has little money to buy it. An almond has been 


my 


given to one without teeth. 


& 


Cultured is that nation which regards sound knowledge as a mark of 
distinction. 


& 


1 Nafhut Tib Min Ghusnil Andalus Ar-Ratib, p 463 
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vs 
True Love for Nabi # 


Touched by the Winds of Madinah 
oulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi s#:. was a great scholar of his 
time. Once, a person who had returned from Haj, presented 
him with a gift of clothing from the blessed lands. When 
Moulana received it, he kissed it with a great deal of respect and placed 
it over his body. 

Students who were sitting in his company remarked in amazement, 
“This clothing is not from Madinah. It is manufactured in another country 
and then bought by traders in Madinah, who then resell it to those who 
visit the city!” 

Moulani replied, “I do realise that it is not manufactured in Madinah. 
However, I am honouring it, because it has been touched by the winds of 
Madinah.”! 


Confined for Three Days 

Moulana Qasim Nanotwi 4x. had a great deal of love for the Sunnah of 
Nabi #. Once, the British issued a warrant for his arrest. He remained 
confined within his home for three days, after which he emerged, saying, 
“Nabi 48 hid in the cave for three days only and I would not like to remain 
in hiding for longer than this time period. I do not want to perform an 
action that is contrary to the Sunnah.” 


Conflict of Colours 

One day, a person came to meet Moulana Qasim Nanotwi .#:. and gave 
him a pair of green shoes as a gift. Moulana accepted the gift but did 
not wear it. After a number of days, he was asked, “The shoes were a 


1 Ahle Dil Ke Tarpadene Wale Waqiat, p 122 
2 Ahle Dil Ke Tarpadene WAle Waqiat, p 120 
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splendid gift. They were very finely made and are commonly worn in the 
neighbourhood. Why do you not wear them?” 

Moulana replied, “I accepted the gift so that the man would not be 
disappointed. However, I have not worn them because the thought came 
to mind that the blessed grave of my master, Nabi %, is also green in 


7) 


colour. I cannot wear a pair of shoes of the same colour. 


Bare-footed in Madinah 

Moulanad Qasim Nanotwi «x. would walk around bare-footed in the 
streets of Madinah, causing his feet to bleed. When questioned why he 
did not wear shoes, he replied, “I would have worn shoes but my heart 


could not accept the idea of them trampling over the sand where Nabi # 
had walked.” 


@ 


A person who has sincere love for Nabi # finds pleasure in the most 
difficult of actions. An Arabic proverb explains this eloquently : 


wes tl tlle 


“Love for something makes one blind and deaf.” 


os 


Sublime Conduct Softens Hearts 


asan Al-Basri 2: had a Christian neighbour who had a toilet 
on the top of his house. Urine used to seep through from the 
toilet into the house of Hasan Al-Basri 2., who ordered that 


1 Ahle Dil Ke Tarpadene Wale waqiat, p 122 
2 Ahle Dil Ke Tarpadene Wale Waqiat, p 122 
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a container be placed beneath that area so that the drops would fall 
therein. At night, he would dispose of the contents. Twenty years passed 
in this way. 

One day, he was ill and his Christian neighbour came to visit him. 
When he noticed what was going on, he asked, “How long have you been 
patiently bearing my filth?” 

Hasan Al-Basri 4. replied, “Twenty years.” 

On hearing this, he removed his traditional Christian garment and 
immediately accepted Islam.’ 


& 


The sublime conduct taught by Islam has the power to touch the lives of 
disbelievers and attract them towards Islam. 


CW 
Forgiving an Employee 


slave-girl was once pouring water for ‘Ali ibn Husain 24, so that 

he could perform wudhii and prepare for Salah. Accidentally, the 

vessel fell from her hand onto the face of ‘Ali, causing it to bleed. 
As ‘Ali x. raised his head towards her, she uttered, “Allah 4¢ says, 


is) Ce bIS3 
Those who suppress their anger.” 


When he heard this, he said, “I have suppressed my anger.” 
She then recited the next part of the verse, 


1 Al-Imta‘ Wal Mu’anasah, vol 2, p 129 
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ll 92 Gilg 
“Those who forgive people.” 


He again replied, “May Allah 4 forgive you!” 
She then recited the final part of the verse, 


ve o* 2 Aa, 
Cpmohl OF ails 


“And Allah 3& loves those who do good.” 
(Sarah Al-‘Imran, verse 134) 


He replied, “Go! I have freed you.”! 


@ 


Overlooking and forgiving the mistakes of one’s employees is a prophetic 
teaching which earns great rewards. 


& 


vy 
Sincerity is the Basis of Virtue 


Anonymous Stranger Settles Debt 
bdullah ibn Mubarak 1. often travelled to the city of Raqqah’. 
A: young man would frequent his gatherings of Hadith and carry 
out certain errands for him. On one occasion, he arrived in the 
city and noticed that the young man was absent. Upon enquiring, he 
learnt that he had been imprisoned for a loan that he could not settle. 
‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak 4. asked, “How much does he owe?” 


1 Tarikh Dimishgq, vol 41, p 387 
2 Acity in Syria. 
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“Ten-thousand dirhams,” he was informed. 

‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak »:. then went out in search of the creditor 
and paid him the ten-thousand dirhams. He also took an oath from the 
creditor that he would not disclose to anybody about the settlement of 
the debt as long as he, ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak .3%,, was alive. 

‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak 4s, then left with an undertaking from the 
creditor, that he would secure the release of the young man the next 
morning. When the young man was released, he was informed, “Abdullah 
ibn Mubarak 1%, was here and enquired about you, but he has already 
left the city.” 

The young man set out in search of the scholar and caught up with 
him after a few days. When ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak 4%, saw him, he asked, 
“Young man, where have you been? I did not see you in the city.” 

He replied, “Yes, | was imprisoned because of a debt I could not 
settle.” 

‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak 4, asked, “Then how were you released?” 

He replied, “A stranger settled my debt.” 

‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak 8, then advised the young man, “Praise 
Allah 3& for His kindness upon you for settling your debt.” 

Only after his demise, did the truth of the matter become known to 
others.’ 


In the Battlefield 

Abdullah ibn Sinan narrates : | was with ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak 2, and 
Mu'tamir ibn Sulaiman 4, when an announcement was made for the 
Muslims to proceed to the battlefield. ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak wk, set out 
with the Muslim army. 

When the armies met, face to face, a Roman soldier advanced and 
challenged the Muslims to a single combat. A Muslim soldier went out to 
fight him, but was killed. Another Muslim soldier went out to face him, but 
met the same fate. In this manner, the Roman killed six Muslim soldiers. 
He then began moving amongst the ranks arrogantly, challenging the 
Muslims. For a while, nobody dared to face him. Suddenly, ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mubarak 34, turned to me and instructed me to handle some specific 


1 Tarikh Dimishgq, vol 32, p 455 
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matter, if he was killed. He then went out to challenge the Roman 
soldier. 

The contest was fierce but the Roman soldier was finally killed. 
‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak 4. then challenged the Romans to a single 
combat. One of them came forward and was killed. In this way, ‘Abdullah 
ibn Mubarak 4: killed six enemy soldiers. After this, no enemy soldier 
dared face him. ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak 1. then returned and vanished 
into the Muslim ranks. After a while, I noticed him standing by my side, 
and he said, “O ‘Abdullah, do not relate what you have just witnessed to 
anyone as long as I am alive.”! 


A Sincere Author 

Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Habib Abul Hasan Al-Mawardi 3, was a prolific 
writer from Basrah. His works include a commentary of the Qur’an, 
entitled, An-Nugat Wal ‘Uyiin, a twenty-volume treatise on Figh, entitled, 
Al-Hawi, and the famous work, Ahkamus Sultaniyyah, amongst others. He 
did not publish any of his writings during his lifetime, but hid them in a 
secret place. 

Close to his demise, he informed a close associate, saying, “I have not 
exposed any of my writings, because I did not have the appropriate level 
of sincerity. My end is near. When I am in the throes of death, then you 
should grasp my hand. If I take hold of your hand and squeeze it, know 
that none of my efforts have been accepted. You should then take all 
my books and throw them into the Tigris during the night. However, if 
my hand remains loose and limp, then know that my efforts have been 
accepted and I have been successful in my quest for sincerity.” 

The person did as he was advised. Imam Al-Mawardi’s »: hand 
remained loose and only then were his writings published.’ 


Secret of a Sincere Soldier 

Maslamah ibn ‘Abdul Malik 4 surrounded an enemy fort at the head of 
the Muslim army, but found it difficult to penetrate. Finally, an opening 
was created in one of its walls, but, none of the soldiers were bold enough 


1 Tarikh Dimishgq, vol 58, p 36 
2 Tabaqatush Shafiiyyah Al-Kubra, vol 5, p 268 
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to enter. Eventually, a man stepped forward and entered the fort. Through 
his bravery, Allah 4g granted victory to the Muslims. 

Maslamah # had an announcement made that the soldier who had 
initiated the entrance to the fort should come forward, but nobody 
responded. The call was repeated a number of times, but there was no 
response. 

After the fourth call, a man approached him, and said, “I am the 
man who entered through the opening. Please promise me three things: 
Firstly, do not record my name. Secondly, do not reward me in any way. 
And, thirdly, do not attempt to divert me from my goal of being a sincere 
servant of Allah 4.” 

Maslamah + replied, “You have my word.” 

The stranger disappeared and was never seen again. Thereafter, 
Maslamah # would supplicate after each Salah : “O Allah 3g, unite me 
with the one who initiated the entry through the opening in the wall of 
the fort.” 


@ 


Sincerity is achieved when one becomes focused upon Allah’s 4s pleasure 
and disregards other motives. 


& 


(ii) 
A Patient Mother 


A bi Qudamah was a mujahid who fought valiantly against the 


Romans, One day, whilst sitting in Masjidun Nabawi, a group of 
people requested him to relate the most fascinating incident that 
he had experienced during his battles in the path of Allah 4s. 


1 Tarikh Dimishgq, vol 58, p 36 
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He agreed and said: 1 entered the city of Raqqah with the intention 
of purchasing a camel for loading my weapons. One day, a woman 
approached me and said, “O Abii Qudamah, I heard you encouraging 
people to fight in jihad. My braids of hair' are longer than that of other 
women. I have cut them and made them into a rope to be used as reigns 
for a horse. I have also mixed it with sand so that nobody would be able 
to see it. I would like you to take it with you when you proceed to the 
battlefields. If you have no use for it, you may give it to somebody else 
who may need it, so that my braids may be touched by the dust in the 
path of Allah 3g. I am a widow, whose husband and family were martyred 
in the path of Allah 3. If jihad was compulsory upon me, I too would go 
out into the battlefield.” 

She then handed me the rope and continued, “My husband left behind 
ayoung boy, who is now fifteen years old. He is the most handsome of youth. 
He is well-versed in the Qur'an and has done training in horsemanship 
and archery. By night, he performs Salah and by day, he fasts. At present 
he is away seeing to the affairs of the property left by his father. If he 
returns prior to your departure, I shall present him to you as a gift so that 
he may join you in the path of Allah 3. I beg you, by the sanctity of Islam, 
not to reject my request, as I desire reward from Allah 3.” 

Abii Qudamah says: I accepted the rope, and she then said to me, 
“Please place it amongst your other possessions immediately, so that my 
heart would be at ease.” 

I did as she advised. I then left Raqqah together with my companions, 
We had barely reached the fort of Maslamah ibn ‘Abdul Malik, when I 
heard a rider on horseback shouting, “Abi Qudamah, wait!” 

I advised my companions to proceed, while I waited. The rider came 
to me and embraced me, saying, “All praise be to Allah 3 Who did not 
deprive me of your company and did not cause me to return home 
unsuccessful.” 

I said to him, “My beloved boy, show me your face. If you qualify, you 
may join us, or else I will have to command you to return home.” 


1 See footnote on page 50. 
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As he opened his face, I noticed a young boy, whose face was as 
beautiful as the full moon. 

1 asked, “My beloved boy, do you have a father?” 

He replied, “No. But, I would like to join you to avenge the death of 
my martyred father. Perhaps, Allah 36 may, also grant me martyrdom like 
He had granted my father.” 

l asked, “Do you have a mother?” 

He replied, “Yes.” 

I explained, “Go and ask her permission. If she agrees, you may join 
us, else you should return and serve her. Your obedience to her is more 
virtuous than jihad, because Jannah lies beneath the shade of the swords 
and the feet of mothers.” 

He asked in amazement, “Abi Qudamah, do you not recognise me?” 

“No”, I replied. 

He explained, “I am the son of that woman who left you a trust. 
How could you have forgotten the request of my mother, who gave you 
the rope? I will, Insha-Allah, become shahid ibn shahid'. 1 beg you not to 
deprive me of participating in jihad. | am a Hafidh’? of the Qur’an and am 
knowledgeable with regard to the Sunnah of Nabi %. In addition, I am a 
good rider and marksman. You have not left behind a rider as good as 
me, so do not look down upon me due to my young age. My mother has 
made me take a promise that I will not return home. She advised me, “O 
my beloved son, when you face the disbelievers in battle, do not turn 
your back and flee from them. Sacrifice yourself for Allah 3 and seek His 
pleasure. Seek the company of your father and pious uncles in Jannah. If 
Allah 38 grants you martyrdom, intercede for me, as I have heard that a 
martyr would intercede for seventy of his family members and seventy of 
his neighbours.” She then pressed me against her bosom and raised her 
head towards the heavens, saying, ‘My Lord, Master and Protector, this 
is my son, the sweet smelling flower and fruit of my heart. I am handing 
him over to You. Unite him with his father’ ” 

Abii Qudamah continues: When I heard the words of the young 
boy, I began to cry uncontrollably out of distress over him sacrificing 


1 Amartyr and the son of a martyr. 
2 One who has memorised the entire Qur’an. 
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his youthfulness in this way and, in amazement at the patience of his 
mother. 

When he saw me crying, he asked, “O my uncle, what makes you cry? 
If you are crying at my young age, remember that Allah 4% punishes those 
who are younger than me when they disobey Him.” 

I replied, “I am not crying because of your age, but the thought of 
what will become of your mother has brought tears to my eyes.” 

We proceeded and took the young boy with us. I observed his 
movements and actions carefully. He was perpetually in the remembrance 
of Allah 4%. On horseback, he was the best of riders. When we camped, 
he would serve us. As we moved on, his resolve grew stronger and his 
enthusiasm intensified. 

We continued, until we came face to face with the enemy as the sun was 
setting. We set up camp and the boy began preparing food for us to break 
our fast. But, fatigue overpowered him, and he fell into a deep slumber. 
As he slept, I observed a smile on his face and asked my companion, “Do 
you not see the smile on the face of this boy as he sleeps?” 

When he awoke, I remarked, “My dear boy, I saw you smiling in your 
sleep just now.” 

He replied, “Yes, I saw an amazing dream.” 

] asked, “What was it about?” 

He answered, “I saw myself in a beautiful green garden. As I was 
walking, I saw a palace made of silver and decorated with pearls and 
jewels. Its doors were of gold and its curtains were drawn. Suddenly, 
young maidens, whose faces shone like the moon, raised the curtains. 
When they saw me, they said, ‘Welcome!’ I stretched forth my hand 
towards one of them, but she remarked, ‘Do not be hasty. Your time has 
not yet come.’ I then heard them speaking amongst themselves, ‘This is 
the husband of Mardiyyah. They said to me, ‘Proceed! May Allah 3€ have 
mercy upon you.’ ! proceeded, At the top of the palace was a room made 
of gold. Therein was a bed made of green chrysolite. Its corners were of 
white silver. Upon the bed, sat a maiden whose face shone like the sun. 
Had Allah 3% not protected me, I would have lost my sight due to the 
brilliance of the room and the beauty of the maiden. She said, ‘Welcome, 
O saint and beloved of Allah 3.1 am yours and you are mine,’ I wanted to 
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embrace her but she remarked, ‘Do not be hasty. You are not entitled to 
touch me yet. We will meet tomorrow at the time of Zuhr, Glad tidings 
to you!l’” . 

I said to him, “You have seen a wonderful dream. Glad tidings to 
you!” 

We fell asleep, amazed at the boy’s dream. The next morning, we 
mounted our horses and heard the announcement being made: “O 
horsemen of Allah 38, ride and receive the glad tidings of Jannah!” 


Yuy Bis 1,3 
“March forth light and heavy.” (Sarah At-Tawbah, verse 41) 


Within the hour, the enemy was in our midst like locusts. The first 
to enter the battlefield from our ranks, was the young boy. He pounced 
upon them and split their ranks, killing many a brave soldier. When I 
saw him in this state, I grabbed hold of his reins and warned, “My dear 
boy, return! You are young and inexperienced regarding the intricacies 
of battle.” 

He replied, “My uncle, have you not heard the words of Allah 3%, 


“oe 
Soe ro 


“we aoe. Pag Bde ge wig Ne oe - 
503M ols WG i> 5 5aS Gel pe Ia} geal acl tal 
O you who believe! When you meet those who disbelieve, in the 
battlefield, never turn your backs to them. 

(Sarah Al-Anfal, verse 15) 


Would you prefer me to enter hell-fire?” 

As we spoke, the disbelievers launched an attack against us. I was 
separated from the young boy and all of us were forced to engage the 
enemy. Many Muslims were martyred and the dead could not even be 
counted. When the two armies had separated, I began galloping between 
the dead bodies. They could not be identified, due to the dust on their 
faces, and the blood that flowed from their bodies. Suddenly, I noticed a 
young boy amongst the hooves of the horses. He was covered in dust and 
was rolling in his blood, saying, “O Muslims, send Abt Qudamah to me!” 
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As I heard his screams, | rushed to his side, but could not recognise 
him. His face had been trampled beneath the hooves of the horses. “It is 
me, Abi Qudamah!” I remarked. 

He said, “O my uncle, my dream has come true, by the Lord of the 
Kabah. I am the son of that woman who gave you the rope.” 

When I heard this, I threw myself upon him and kissed him on his 
forehead. I wiped the dust and blood from his face and said, “O my beloved 
boy, do not forget your uncle, Aba Qudamah, on the day of Qiyamah when 
you are given the opportunity to intercede.” 

He replied, “A man like you can never be forgotten. You are wiping 
my face with your clothing! My clothing is more deserving of my blood 
than yours. Leave it, my uncle, I would love to meet Allah 4¢ as I am. My 
uncle, this maiden that I described to you is standing by my side, waiting 
for my soul to separate from my body, saying, ‘Make haste, I desire your 
company!’ By Allah, if He returns you safe and sound, take this cloth of 
mine, that is drenched in blood, to my poor mother. Give it to her so that 
she may know that | fulfilled her request and was not a coward when 
challenged by the enemy. Convey my salams to her and say, ‘Allah 3 has 
accepted the gift that you presented.’ My beloved uncle, I also have a little 
sister, ten years of age. Whenever | would enter our home, she would run 
to welcome me and greet me and when I would leave home, she would be 
the last to bid me farewell. When I left home the last time, she said to me, 
‘By Allah, my brother, do not keep us waiting for too long’ 

When you see her, convey my salams to her and say, ‘Your brother has 
said that Allah 4 will see to you in his absence until the day of Qiyamah’ 
He then smiled and said, 


oe let Olagtl, ode 9 So ath no Votes ail Yi all Y of agal 
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“I bear witness that there is no being worthy of worship besides 

Allah 38. He has no partner. He has fulfilled His promise. And I bear 

witness that Muhammad 38 is His servant and messenger. This is 

what Allah 3 and His messenger had promised, and Allah and His 
messenger had spoken the truth.” ” 
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saying these words, his soul departed from his body. We shrouded 
him in his clothing and buried him. May Allah 3% be pleased with him 
and us! 

When we returned from the battle and entered the city of Raqqah, | 
proceeded straight to the home of the boy’s mother. Standing at the door, 
I saw a young girl, just as good-looking as the young boy. When anybody 
passed by her, she would ask, “O my uncle, where have you come from?” 

They would reply that they had returned from battle. She would then 
ask if her brother had come back. They would all reply that they did not 
know who her brother was. I went up to her and she asked, “Where have 
you come from?” 

I replied, “From the battle.” 

She asked, “Has my brother not come back with you?” She then began 
to cry, saying, “What is going on? I see so many men returning, but my 
brother has not come!” 

Tears filled my eyes, but I wiped them away for fear of putting the 
little girl into distress. 

I said to her, “Little girl, say to your mother that Abi Qudamah is at 
the door and she should come out and speak to him.” 

Her mother heard my words and emerged. Her face was pale. I greeted, 
and she replied. She then asked, “Abi Qudamah, have you come with glad 
tidings or with condolences?” 

I answered, “What do you mean by glad tidings and condolences?” 

She explained, “If my son has returned safely, then you are a bearer 
of condolences. If he has been martyred in the path of Allah 36, then you 
are a bearer of glad tidings.” 

I replied, “Glad tidings be to you! Allah 3é has accepted your gift.” 

She cried and asked, “Has He really accepted it?” 

“Yes,” I replied. 

She said, “Praise be to Allah 4 Who has made my son a provision for 
me in the Hereafter.” 

I then asked, “Where is his little sister?” 

She replied, “She was the one who spoke to you just now.” 
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She came to me, and I said, “Your brother has conveyed his salam to 
you and says that Allah 4g will see to you in his absence until the day of 
Qiyamah.” 

When she heard this, she screamed and collapsed. I shook her, but 
she had already passed away. I was shocked at the spectacle. I handed 
over the boy’s bloodstained clothing to his mother and bid her farewell. 
I returned, saddened at the thought of the boy and his sister, but amazed 
at the patience of their mother.' 


The enthusiasm of the young and the guidance of the old are vital 
elements in raising the flag of sacrifice in the battlefields of Islam. 


vy 
A Lesson in Sacrifice 


oulana Muhammad ‘Ali Jawhar sx. had made up his mind that 

he would continue opposing the British, until the Muslims 

gained independence from British rule in India. In this quest, 
Moulana left for England and began writing in the British press. He made 
an intention that he would not return home until the Muslims were free. 
Due to his fervent and passionate efforts, he was put through many trials 
and tribulations, including imprisonment. 

Once, his daughter became quite ill and the doctors advised that her 
end was drawing near. Since she was quite young, her mother requested 
whether she had any final requests. She replied that her heart’s desire 
was to see her father for the last time. Her mother dispatched a letter to 
Moulana Muhammad ‘Ali x. requesting him to fulfil his daughter's final 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 801; Stiqul ‘Uriis Wa Ansun Nufis 
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request. When he received the letter, he wrote the following two couplets 
on the reverse side and returned it : 


ond 293 9 dl ge ogame 93 Une 
une 999 8 9 09 O98 099 Os oe 8 
3S! OS x rgbts Grey Cove GS 


ond oglate see 3S ey ve 9 23 Und 
“I am restrained, but Allah is not. I am far from you, but Allah is 
not. 
We desire good health for you. But, if Allah does not sanction it, we 
cannot either.”! 


@ 


The valiant soldiers of Islamic history were determined to unflinchingly 
uphold and spread the truth of Islam, even if their wives were made 
widows and their children rendered orphans in the process. 


& 


vy 
Chastity Strengthens Faith 


taibn Yasar 4, and his brother, Sulaiman 2, set out to perform 
Haj together with a few companions. When they reached Abwa, 
they stopped to rest. Sulaiman »4: and the other companions 
left to perform some errands and ‘Ata ss was left alone. He began 
performing optional Salah. 
After a while, a beautiful bedouin woman approached him. When 
he saw her, he thought that she needed something and shortened his 
Salah. 


1 Ahle Dil Ke Tarpa Dene Wale Waqi‘at, p 64 
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He then asked, “Do you require anything?” 

She replied, “Yes,” 

He asked, “And what is it that you require?” 

She replied, “Fulfil your desires with me. I have no husband and I am 
overcome with desire.” 

He replied, “Please depart from me! Do not be a means of us entering 
and burning in the fire of Jahannam (hell).” 

As he stood there, she continued to entice him, but he refused. Finally, 
he began to weep uncontrollably and cried out, “Woe to you! Please leave 
me alone.” 

His weeping and trembling was so intense, that the woman was also 
moved to tears. They continued weeping until Sulaiman 4s. returned. 
When he saw ‘Ata 3%: weeping, and the woman sitting and weeping in 
a corner, he too was reduced to tears, even though he was not aware of 
the cause of their weeping. As each of the companions returned, they too 
were taken aback and began weeping. When their wailing and crying had 
become quite intense, the woman stood up and left. The companions, 
who were seated outside, then entered. Out of respect, Sulaiman +, did 
not question ‘Ata +: regarding the matter, as he was the younger of the 
two brothers. They then proceeded to Egypt. One night, ‘Ata s+. awoke 
from his sleep, crying. 

Sulaiman +, asked him, “Brother, why are you crying?” ‘Ata ., did 
not reply. Instead, his crying intensified. 

His brother again asked, “Why are you crying?” 

‘Ata 2: explained, “I have seen a dream.” 

Sulaiman s+:. asked, “What did you see in your dream?” 

‘Ata Ae, replied, “I will relate it to you on condition that you do not 
divulge it to anybody as long as I am alive. In the dream, I was amongst 
a group of people who saw the Prophet Yiisuf #8. His beauty moved me 
to tears. He noticed me, and asked why I was crying. I replied, ‘May my 
parents be sacrificed for you, O Nabi of Allah! I remembered your trials 
with the wife of the ‘Aziz of Egypt, your imprisonment and your separation 
from your father, Ya‘qiib #4. These events amazed me and made me cry: 
Yiisuf #4 then remarked, ‘Are you not amazed at that person who was 
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with the bedouin woman at Abwa?’ At that point, I realised who he was 
referring to and began to cry, and my eyes opened in this state.” 

Sulaiman a4. then enquired, “And what was the matter regarding 
the woman at Abwa?” 

‘Ata sl: related the story to him. Sulaiman 1, did not mention the 
incident to anybody until ‘Ata az. had passed away. One day, he related 
it to a female family member. After Sulaiman 4x. had also passed away, 
the incident became known to the inhabitants of Madinah.! 


Abstention from illicit relations purifies the heart and strengthens Iman 
(faith). 


Wy 
The Sage and the Temptress 


very beautiful woman, who lived in Makkah, was admiring herself 
in the mirror and asked her husband, “Is there any man who will 
see my face, but will not be tempted by it?” 

He replied, “Yes.” 

She asked, “Who?” 

He answered, “‘Ubaid ibn ‘Umair :..” 

She asked, “Will you allow me to tempt and entice him?” 

He agreed. She approached ‘Ubaid ibn ‘Umair s#:, pretending to 
ask him an important question. When they were in a corner of Masjidul 
Haram, she unveiled her face and it shone like the full moon. 

‘Ubaid x. asked her, “O slave of Allah 4%, what would you like to 
ask?” 

She replied, “Please fulfil my desires as 1 am in love with you.” 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 318 
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‘Ubaid A. replied, “I would like to ask you a few questions. If you 
reply truthfully, I will consider your request.” 

She remarked, “I will most certainly reply truthfully to as many 
questions as you wish to pose to me.” 

‘Ubaid ad. asked, “If the angel of death comes to take your soul, 
would you be pleased that I fulfil your request at that time?” 

She replied, “By Allah, never!” 

‘Ubaid 4s, then said, “You have spoken the truth. If you are lowered 
into your grave and about to be questioned by the angels, would you be 
pleased that I fulfil your request at that time?” 

She replied, “By Allah, never!” 

‘Ubaid 2%. then said, “You have spoken the truth. When people are 
given their book of deeds and you do not know whether you will receive 
yours in your right or left hand, would you be pleased that I fulfil your 
request at that time?” 

She replied, “By Allah, never!” 

‘Ubaid 3: then said, “You have spoken the truth. If you are about to 
cross the bridge of Sirat and you do not know whether you will make it 
across, would you be pleased that I fulfil your request at that time?” 

She replied, “By Allah, never!” 

‘Ubaid «4. then said, “You have spoken the truth. When the scales of 
deeds are brought and you do not know whether yours are heavy or light, 
would you be pleased that I fulfil your request at that time?” 

She replied, “By Allah, never!” 

‘Ubaid 4: then said, “You have spoken the truth. When you are 
standing before Allah 3 to account for your deeds, would you be pleased 
that I fulfil your request at that time?” 

She replied, “By Allah, never!” 

‘Ubaid 4s. then said to her, “You have spoken the truth. 0 slave of 
Allah, fear Him as He has bestowed you with many bounties.” 

The woman then returned to her husband, who asked, “What 
happened?” 

She replied, “We have been wasting away our lives until now.” She 
then dedicated her time to Salah, fasting and other forms of worship. 
Thereafter, her husband would often remark, “What has ‘Ubaid done to 
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me? Every night she was like a bride, but now she has no inclination to 
the world.” 


@ 


One who contemplates over the reality of death and accountability in the 
Hereafter will abstain from any potential sin. 


@ 


Wy 
Honesty Draws Divine Blessings 


bai Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir At-Tabari 4, narrates : In the year 

240 Hijri, I was in Makkah, where I heard a person from Khurasan 

announcing, “O pilgrims, whoever finds a purse containing a 
thousand dinars, should kindly return it to me. May Allah 4¢ reward you 
well!” 

An old man from Makkah approached him and said, “O Khurasni, the 
inhabitants of this city are experiencing difficult times and the time for 
Haj is near. Perhaps, your purse has been found by a man who will return 
it to you, if you give him a portion thereof, which will then be halal for 
him to utilise.” 

The Khurasani asked, “How much does he want?” 

The old man answered, “One tenth of it - a hundred dinars.” 

The Khurasani said, “I cannot do that. Instead, I will hand the matter 
over to Allah 4g.” They then separated. 

Ibn Jarir says: I thought to myself that the old man had himself found 
the purse, as he appeared destitute. I followed him and my assumption 
was confirmed. He entered a run-down old house and called out, ‘O 
Lubabah!’ 

From within, a woman replied, “I am here, Abii Ghiyath.” 


1 Al-Muntazam, vol 6, p 197; Ath-Thiqat 
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He said, “I found the owner of the dinars making an announcement 
for it, but he does not intend rewarding the person who has found it. I 
suggested to him that he should give a tenth of it to the finder but he 
refused. What should we do, as the money has to be returned?” 

His wife replied, “We have lived in poverty with you for the past fifty 
years. You have four daughters, two sisters, my mother and myself to 
support. Feed us and clothe us with the money! Perhaps, Allah 4€ will 
make you wealthy and you can then return it, or He will settle the debt 
on your behalf.” 

But the old man refused, saying, “I will not destroy the final moments 
of my life after being patient for eighty-six years!” 

Ibn Jarir continues: The discussion then terminated and I returned. 
The next day, I again heard the Khurasani calling out, “O pilgrims who 
have come from far and near, whoever finds a purse containing a thousand 
dinars, should kindly return it to me. May Allah 38 reward you well!” 

Again the old man approached him and said, “I advised you yesterday 
that our city is in the midst of a drought and its inhabitants are poor. 
I advised you to give a portion of it as a reward to the finder, but you 
refused. Assign a reward of ten dinars to the finder. Perhaps, the money 
will be returned to you and the reward of ten dinars will preserve the 
honour of the finder as well.” 

The Khurasani said, “I cannot do so. Instead, I will hand the matter 
over to Allah 3g.” They then separated. 

Ibn Jarir says: This time, I did not follow the old man or the Khurasani, 
but continued with my writing. The next day, the Khurasani again made 
the announcement. The old man again approached him and said, “First 
I advised you to give a hundred dinars as a reward and then ten dinars. 
Now, I appeal to you to give only one dinar as a reward. With half a dinar, 
the finder may purchase a water bag which he can use to give water to the 
people of Makkah and thereby earn a living, and with the remaining half 
dinar, he may purchase a sheep which will provide milk for his family.” 

Again the Khurasani refused, saying, “I cannot do so. I will hand the 
matter over to Allah 3%.” 

The old man then pulled the Khurasani, saying, “Please come and 
take your purse from me so that I can be relieved of the burden and sleep 
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peacefully at nights.” The old man led the Khurasani, and I followed them 
to his house. He entered, and after a short while, asked the Khurasani to 
enter as well. He dug open a small hole in the ground and removed the 
purse. It was black in colour and firmly tied with a string. 

He asked the Khurasani, “Is this your purse?” 

The Khurasani looked at it and said, “Yes. This is my purse.” He untied 
the string and emptied the dinars onto his lap. He then ran his fingers 
through them a few times and remarked, “These are my dinars.” 

He placed all of them back into the purse, tied it loosely and rose 
to leave. As he reached the door, he turned around and said to the old 
man, “My father passed away (May Allah #% have mercy upon him!) and 
left behind three-thousand dinars. He instructed me to give a third of 
it to the most deserving person I could find. He also advised me to sell 
his conveyance and use the proceeds for my Haj expenses. I did as my 
father had advised. I placed a third of his wealth, a thousand dinars, in 
this purse. Since I left Khuras4n, I have not met anybody more deserving 
of it than you. Take it and may Allah 3 grant you barakah therein.” He 
then left, leaving the purse with the old man. 

Ibn Jarir 4s, says: I turned to leave, but the old man followed me and 
brought me back. He made me sit down and said, “I noticed you following 
me from the first day and you are well aware of what has transpired 
between us. I have heard a Hadith in which ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 4 
mentioned that Nabi # said to ‘Umar # and ‘Ali 4, ‘If Allah 38 grants 
you a gift without you requesting it, then accept it. Do not reject it, as it 
is as if you are throwing it back at Allah 38. This is a gift from Allah % to 
everyone present here.” 

The old man then called out to his daughters, sisters, wife and her 
mother. When all ten of us were seated, he opened the purse saying, 
“Spread a cloth over your laps.” 

I complied, but the women did not have excess clothing to do the 
same, and spread out their hands, instead. He then began handing out 
one dinar to each of us. This continued until the purse was empty. 


1 Mujamul Awsat Lit Tabarani 
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Ibn Jarir 4, says: | was more pleased for them than for myself. As 
I left, the old man said to me, “Young man, you are fortunate to receive 
such a large sum of wealth. I have never seen such wealth in my entire 
life. Know that it is halal and look after it well. We have lived in poverty 
all our lives. Everyday, the womenfolk and I used to take turns wearing 
this old garment to perform our Fajr Salah. I would then go out to earn 
something, between Zuhr and ‘Asr Salah. In the evening, I would return 
with that which Allah 48 had granted me. This would include some dates, 
cheese, pieces of bread and some discarded vegetables. I would then 
remove my garment and we would again take turns to perform Maghrib 
and ‘Isha’. May Allah 4¢ bless the women, myself and you with what we 
have received. May Allah 4% have mercy on the deceased person, who 
owned this wealth and reward the person who brought it to us.” 

Ibn Jarir a4. says: I greeted the old man and left. For two years, I used 
the wealth to pay for travel expenses, rental and to purchase paper for 
my studies. After sixteen years, I returned to Makkah and enquired about 
the old man. I was informed that he had passed away a few months after 
the incident had transpired. His daughters were married to kings and 
princes. His sisters, wife and her mother had also passed away. I visited 
the daughters’ husbands and children and related to them the incident. 
They honoured me and treated me kindly.’ 


& 


Honesty draws divine blessings. 


& 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 396 
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vs 
Wisdom of Imam Abi Hanifah xs. 


he Roman emperor sent a handsome quantity of wealth to the 

Khaliph of the Muslims, together with three questions, which 

were to be posed to the ‘Ulam. If the questions were answered 
correctly, the wealth would be awarded to them. If they could not provide 
answers, the Muslims would be requested to compensate them financially. 
The ‘Ulama were questioned, but could not provide satisfactory answers. 
Imam Abii Hanifah 1, a young lad at that time, requested the Khaliph 
to give him an opportunity to respond, and he agreed. 

The Roman representative was sitting on a pulpit when the young 
boy asked, “Will you be posing the questions?” 

“Yes,” replied the Roman representative. 

The young boy said, “In that case, you should descend to the floor 
and I should occupy the pulpit.” The representative climbed down and 
the young boy ascended. 

The Roman representative then asked, “What was in existence before 
Allah?” 

Imam Abii Hanifah s. replied by posing a question, “Do you know 
mathematics?” 

“Yes,” he answered. 

Imam Abi Hanifah »: continued, “What precedes the number 
one?” 

He replied, “One is the first number. Nothing is before it.” 

Imam Abi Hanifah 4. explained, “If there is nothing before the 
figurative number one, how can there be anything before the actual One 
(Allah 48)?” 

The Roman representative then posed the second question, “In which 
direction is Allah facing?” 

Imam Abii Hanifah 4: replied with a question, “When you light a 
lamp, in which direction does it shine?” 
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He replied, “The light spreads equally on all four sides.” 

Imam Abii Hanifah #:. explained, “If a figurative light that can be 
lit and extinguished has no direction, how can the light of the Creator of 
the heavens and the earth, which is eternal and overpowering, ever have 
a direction?” 

The Roman representative then posed the third question, “What is 
Allah doing?” 

Imam Abii Hanifah 1 replied, “He has brought down polytheists 
like you from a pulpit and raised monotheists like me from the ground.” 

The Roman representative left the wealth and departed.’ 


& 


The Imams of the four madhahib? were intellectuals of a high order who 
could quickly silence their enemies due to the vast knowledge with which 
Allah 4¢ had blessed them. 


@ 


my 
Discipline Begins at Home 


Judge Passes Verdict Against His Son 
adhi Shuraih ibn Al-Harith 1%: was an outstanding Muslim judge 
who was appointed by ‘Umar -#. He served as a judge for sixty 
ears. One day, his son said to him, “I have a dispute with a group 
of people. Please advise me how to handle the matter. If I am correct in 
your opinion, then I will proceed with the matter in court, otherwise, I 
will drop the case.” He then related the case to his father. 


1 Al-Ashbah Wan Naza’ir, p 415 
2 Refers to the four schools of thought in Islamic Fiqh. 
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Qadhi Shuraih 4, heard the story and advised his son to proceed 
with the case. When it was brought to the court, Qadhi Shuraih ss. gave 
the verdict against his son. When they returned home, his son said to 
him, “By Allah, had I not presented the case to you in court, you would 
not have been constrained to disgrace me!” 

His father replied, “By Allah, my beloved son, you are dearer to me 
than the entire world, but Allah 4 is more exalted in my sight than you. 
If I had informed you that you did not have a valid case, you would have 
reconciled with your opponents, depriving them of certain rights which 
were due to them.” 


Does My Son have Respect for Knowledge? 

Shah Waliyullah Muhaddith Dehlawi 3. was approaching the end of 
his life. One day, his son, Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz s#., was delivering Qur’an 
lessons and asked for a glass of water. A student of his quickly ran home 
with the request. When Shah Waliyullah a4: heard the request, he drew 
a breath of uneasiness and remarked, “How sad! The nar (celestial light) 
of knowledge has been removed from my family.” 

His wife advised, “Do not be so hasty! Allow me to investigate the 
matter first.” She poured the water into the glass, but added some vinegar 
to it as well. 

The student returned to the gathering and presented the water. 
Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz xs. drank it and continued as normal. When he had 
completed the lesson and arrived home, his mother asked, “Son, did you 
drink the water?” 

He replied, “Yes, I did.” 

His mother asked, “And how did it taste?” 

He replied, “Mother, I do not know how it tasted.” 

The mother then returned to Shah Waliyullah #:. and explained, 
“Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 4, did not even realise that the water had been mixed 
with vinegar. His request was because of extreme thirst and necessity. 
He would not have been able to continue the lesson without it. It did 
not constitute any form of disrespect towards the Qur’an. Respect for 
knowledge has not left our family as yet.” 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 533 
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Upon hearing this, Shah Waliyullah 4. breathed a sigh of relief and 
made du‘a’, “O Allah 4, I beseech you to allow knowledge and respect to 


”y 


remain firmly entrenched within my family. 


@ 


Parents should be concerned about the spiritual condition of their 
offspring and be prepared to take decisive remedial action when the 
need arises. 


& 


V3) 
Fear of Accountability to Allah 3 


“le here once lived a vile woman of extraordinary beauty. She was a 
prostitute and allowed only such men to come to her who could 
pay her a hundred dinars for her services. One day, a pious man 
cast his gaze at her and was taken aback by her beauty. He began to work 
very hard and eventually saved a hundred dinars. He then approached 
her. After the money was counted and handed over, she invited him in. 
Her beauty and form were beyond description. She lived in a luxurious 
home and had a bed made of gold. As she invited him to fulfil his desires 
with her, he suddenly thought about himself standing before Allah 3. He 
began to tremble and his desire for her dissipated. 

He said to her, “Allow me to leave. You may keep the hundred 
dinars.” 

She replied, “What is the matter? You were attracted by my beauty 
when you first saw me, and you worked hard to earn a hundred dinars. 
Now, when you have the ability of fulfilling your desires with me, you 
refuse to do so!” 


1 Ahle Dil Ke Tarpa Dene Wale Waqi‘at, p310 
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He explained, “I have done this out of the fear of Allah 3¢ and the 
thought of standing before Him. I have no inclination towards you any 
more!” 

She replied, “If you are truthful in what you say, then | would like to 
marry you.” 

He pleaded, “Please allow me to leave immediately.” 

She replied, “No! You may only leave if you promise to marry me.” 

But he refused and began to leave. She called out, “Allow me to come 
with you. I want you to marry me.” 

“Perhaps,” he replied. He drew his clothes over his body and left for 
his home town. 

She was so remorseful over what had transpired between them, that 
she decided to take all her wealth and travel in search of him. When she 
arrived at the place where he lived, she enquired who he was and where 
he resided. In the meantime, he was informed that a wealthy woman 
had arrived and was enquiring about him. When he saw her, he was so 
shocked that he collapsed and died, before her. When she realised that 
she had lost her opportunity to marry him, she enquired if he had any 
relatives. She was informed that he had a brother who was destitute. He 
was brought to her and she requested to marry him out of love for his 
brother. He agreed to her request and in due course, they were blessed 
with seven pious sons.' 


& 


A single lustful gaze may easily destroy the reward of many years of 
worship. 


~ 


The realisation that Allah 4 is watching is a powerful deterrent to sin. 


& 


1 Al-Muntazam Fi Tarikhil Mulik Wal Umam, vol 2, p 181 
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. Ys) 
Collapse of the Muslims in Russia 


number of Jewish families settled in the vicinity of Bukhara and 

Samarqand. Their children were enrolled at the largest Madrasah 

in the area, where Imam Bukhari %:. had once taught. These 
children were extremely intelligent and well-groomed. During the day 
they would learn about Islam, but at night, their parents would remind 
them that they were Jews, who were being sent to an Islamic institute 
for the sole purpose of resisting and opposing Islam at a later stage. 
Since these students were hand-picked and extremely intelligent, they 
outshone the others. In this way, they were held dear by their mentors 
and were offered teaching posts at the same institute after qualifying. One 
particular student from amongst them, who was exceedingly intelligent 
and well-read, was appointed as the deputy Mufti of the Madrasah. He 
was later appointed as the principal Mufti upon the demise of his senior. 
Once in command, he began issuing verdicts which were in conflict with 
the accepted rulings of the majority of the ‘Ulama. When questioned, 
he would explain his way out by presenting some or other wayward 
explanation. As an example, he once explained that a woman was justified 
in cutting her long hair as it was more prone to lice infestation. In this 
way, he began presenting ridiculous proofs, hence two groups began to 
emerge amongst the once united group of scholars. 

One day, an attendant of the Mufti noticed that the Mufti’s lips 
were motionless in Salah. He found this quite strange. While cleaning, 
he also noticed that the musallah upon which he performed Salah, had 
the name of Muhammad # written at the bottom of it. He found it quite 
disrespectful that a Mufti could perform Salah standing on the blessed 
name of Nabi #. 

He reported the matter to the ruler, who did some investigations and 
discovered the name of Nabi % as mentioned. The Mufti was arrested 
and interrogated. He confessed how he had been chosen and trained to 
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attain the position of principal Mufti. He explained that his verdicts were 
issued to cause conflict within the Muslim ranks. Accordingly, he was 
put to death, but the dissension he had succeeded in creating could not 
be resolved. This was the stepping-stone to the downfall of the Muslims 
in Russia, a land where numerous ‘Ulama and Islamic institutions once 
flourished.’ 


& 


The enemies of Islam often weaken the enthusiasm and resolve of the 
Muslims by means of deceitful planning. 


@ 


vs 
A Fire-worshipper is Guided 


hen Islam was the dominant religion, Muslims would 

command respect from the followers of other faiths. There 

was a fire-worshipper, who noticed his son eating during the 
month of Ramadan in the presence of Muslims. He was infuriated and 
reprimanded his son, “How could you destroy the sanctity of the Muslims 
during the month of Ramadan?” 

After his death, a scholar from the neighbourhood saw him in a 
dream, enjoying the bounties of paradise. He was quite surprised and 
asked, “Were you not a fire-worshipper?” 

The man replied, “Yes, I was. However, as I was about to pass away, 
Allah 3% granted me the good fortune of accepting Islam due to the 
respect I displayed for the month of Ramadan.” 


1 Azad Riyasato Ke Chashm Dida Halat, p 12 
2 Nuzhatul Majalis, p 201 
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@ 


Respect for the distinguishing features and symbols of Islam draws 
Allah’s 36 special mercy. 


& 


vy 
Repentance of a Musician 


O nce ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘id # was passing by an area of Kifah, 


where a group of people were drinking wine. Amongst them 
was a man by the name of Zadan, who was entertaining them by 
singing. 

When ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘id # heard this, he remarked, “What a 
melodious voice! If only he would use it to recite the Qur'an!” He then 
placed a shawl over his head and left. Zadan noticed this and asked who 
he was and what he had said. 

He was informed, “That was ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tid 2, a companion of 
Nabi 3. He praised your voice and said how wonderful it would be if you 
would use it to recite the Qur’an.” 

When Zadan heard this, his heart was shattered. He stood up, threw 
his lute (musical instrument) to the ground and ran behind ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mas'tid «#. He cried and ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘iid 4s embraced him. ‘Abdullah 
ibn Mas‘tid 4s, also in tears, then remarked, “Why should | not love a 
person whom Allah 4¢ loves?” 

Zadan repented from his sins and remained with ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mas‘iid ¢ to learn the Qur’an. His desire for knowledge was so intense, 
that he became a great scholar of his time.’ 


1 Kitabut Tawwabin, p 214; Tambithul Ghafilin 
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@ 


The mission of the pious servants of Allah 4g has always been to advise 
and guide the misguided by words of wisdom. 
The worst of sinners can be transformed into the greatest of saints 
through the mercy of Allah 4s. 


@ 


vs 
A Principled Scholar 


adhi Bakkar ibn Qutaibah ..#, was a pious judge, who lived in 

Egypt during the reign of Ibn Tiliin. Ibn Tiliin would often 

attend his discourses on Hadith. Ibn Tiliin would give him a 
thousand dinars a year in addition to his stipulated salary. However, their 
relationship was strained when Ibn Tiliin requested Qadhi Bakkar #:. to 
pass a judgement rejecting the khilafah of Mutawakkil. The judge refused 
to do so and was imprisoned! by Ibn Tiliin, who further requested him 
to return all the money that he had been given. Upon this, the judge 
returned all eighteen sealed bags with a thousand dinars in each. At this, 
Ibn Tiliin was quite embarrassed and conceded, “This judge will surely 
enter Jannah!” 


& 


Men of principle are unaffected by the riches which the wealthy often 


1 While in prison, his students complained that they were deprived of the knowledge of 
Hadith. The judge was then allowed to give lessons through a window from his prison cell. 
2 An-Nujiimuz Zahirah FI Mulak Misr Wal Qahirah, vol 3, p 24; Al-Wafi Bil Wafayat 


100 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


use to entice and persuade them. 


& 


vu 
The Sister of Bishr Al-Hafi 1, 


ishr Al-Hafi 14. had three sisters : Mudghah ay, Mukhah su and 

Zubdah «-.. All of them were known for their piety. Mudghah a, 

who was the eldest, passed away before Bishr +. He was visibly 
saddened and wept profusely. When questioned, he explained, “I have 
read that when a servant of Allah 4 shows deficiency in his worship, then 
his close companion is taken away from him and my sister was indeed a 
close companion of mine.” 


‘Abdullah, the son of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal 2, narrates: One day, 
a woman came to my father and said, “I sew at night, using the light 
of a lamp. When the lamp switches off, I continue to sew by the light 
of the moon. Should I inform those who buy cloth from me that some 
of it was sewn by the light of a lamp, while the remainder was sewn by 
moonlight?” 

Imam Ahmad 34, replied, “If there is a difference in quality between 
the two, then you need to mention this at the time of sale.” 

She then asked, “Does the wailing sound of a sick person constitute 
a complaint?” 

Imam Ahmad #:. replied, “I would hope that it is not a complaint, 
but a call to Allah 4¢ showing one’s weakness.” 

She then left. My father said to me, “I have never heard a person ask 
such a question before. Follow her and find out who she is.” I did so, and 
noticed her entering the house of Bishr Al-Hafi 14. I then realised that 
it was his sister. When | related this to my father, he remarked, “Only the 
sister of Bishr 2: could have asked such a question.” 
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Bishr Al-Hafi 34, would remark, “I learnt abstinence from my sister 
because she would not eat of anything which was made by the hand of 
man.”! 


@ 


Righteous men are often products of homes wherein righteous women 
provide spiritual guidance and motivation. 


@ 


Yds 
Where is Allah 48? 


bdullah ibn ‘Umar was one day travelling through one of the 

outlying areas of Madinah with his companions. As they stopped 

for meals, a shepherd passed by. Ibn ‘Umar « invited him to join 
them, but the shepherd refused, saying, “I am fasting.” 

Ibn ‘Umar remarked in amazement, “How is it that you are fasting 
in such scorching heat and in such mountainous terrain, while tending 
to sheep?” 

The shepherd replied, “I am hastening towards good during my days 
of free time.” 

Ibn ‘Umar .% decided to test his level of piety and asked, “Will you sell 
us a sheep from your flock? We will pay you its full price and also give you 
a portion of its meat with which you may break your fast.” 

The shepherd replied, “These sheep do not belong to me.” 

Ibn ‘Umar # said, “What can your master do if you inform him that 
one of the sheep was eaten by a wolf?” 

The shepherd turned away and pointed his finger towards the 
heavens, saying, “And where is Allah 32?” 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 513; Al-wafi Bil Wafayat 
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Ibn ‘Umar # was extremely pleased with the shepherd and, upon 
reaching Madinah, sent a request to his master to sell the slave and the 
flock to him. The master agreed. Ibn ‘Umar - granted the shepherd his 
freedom and gave him the flock of sheep as a gift.’ 


& 


Honesty draws divine rewards. 


& 


vs 
Qur’an Transforms a Robber 


smai narrates : I was once travelling through desert terrain 
teaching the Qur'an, when I was confronted by a bedouin highway 
robber. Brandishing a sword, he tugged at my clothing and asked, 
“O city-dweller, why have you come into the desert?” 

I replied, “I have come to teach the Qur’an to others.” 

He asked, “What is the Qur’an?” 

I replied, “It is the Speech of Allah 3s.” 

He asked, “And does Allah have speech?” 

I replied, “Yes.” 

He requested, “Can you recite for me a portion of it?” 

I recited, 


3 3 


eae 


§ Cc re 
O ste gi les SS5) ele Gs 
“And in the heavens is your sustenance, and that which you are 
promised.” (Sirah Adh-Dhariyat, verse 22) 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 365; Shu'bul Iman 
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After hearing these words, he threw down his sword and remarked, “1 
seek Allah’s 4% forgiveness! I am slogging for my sustenance on earth 
when it is already stipulated in the heavens!” 

Asmaii continues : I noticed him a year later making Tawaf of the 
Ka‘bah and asked, “Are you not the same person who met me in the 
desert?” 

“Yes,” he replied, and recited the verse, 


ee ee Cee ea ee, ae Re 
Oya SIL es G4) S55 el O33 
“By the Lord of the heavens and the earth, it is the truth just as it is 
the truth that you can speak.” (Sarah Adh-Dhariyat, verse 23) 


He then began to cry and said, “And who will take refuge in this oath.” He 
continued repeating these words, until he fell down and passed away." 


& 


The verses of the Qur’an can reform and touch the hearts of the worst of 
men, provided they are receptive to the truth of its message. 


@ 


vs 
Iblis Overpowers a Pious Man 
here was a pious man who had worshipped Allah 4¢ for a long 
period of time. One day, he was informed that a group of people 
were worshipping a particular tree. This angered him and he set 


out with an axe to chop it down. Enroute, Iblis appeared before him in the 
form of an old man and asked, “Where are you going?” 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 903 
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The man answered, “I am on my way to chop down a particular tree 
that people are worshipping.” 

Iblis enquired, “What have you got to do with this? Have you left 
aside your worship and engaged yourself in a matter that has nothing to 
do with you?” 

The man answered, “What I am about to do is also a form of 
worship.” 

But Iblis remarked, “I will not allow you to chop down the tree.” He 
then attacked the pious man, but the latter overpowered him, threw him 
to the ground and sat upon his chest. 

Iblis begged, “Please let me go so that I can discuss the matter with 
you.” So, the pious man let him go. 

Iblis then said, “Allah has not made this compulsory upon you. Has 
Allah made you a prophet?” 

“No,” replied the pious man. 

Iblis continued, “There is no sin upon you if those people are 
worshipping the tree. You should remain engrossed in your own worship. 
Allah has many prophets at His disposal. If He so willed, He would have 
sent one of them to the people, ordering them to chop down the tree.” 

But, the pious man was not convinced. “I must chop down the tree,” 
he insisted. 

Again Iblis tried to resist and again the pious man overpowered him, 
threw him to the ground and sat upon his chest. 

Iblis now realised that he could not overpower the pious man and 
said, “Listen to me carefully! There is another matter which is far more 
important to you.” 

The pious man asked, “And what is that?” 

Iblis replied, “Let me go and I will tell you.” 

So, the pious man let him go and Iblis said, “You are a poor man and 
a burden upon your brothers and neighbours who care for you. Would 
you not like to repay some of their kindness to you? Would you not like 
to become rich and independent?” 

“Yes,” replied the pious man. 

Iblis then said, “Abandon your intention of chopping down the tree 
and, in return, I will place two dinars next to your pillow every night. 
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When you awake, you can do with them as you please. You may spend 
them on yourself and your family or give them as charity to your needy 
brothers. This will be far more beneficial to you and the Muslims than 
chopping down a tree that will neither harm those who are worshipping 
it, nor benefit the Muslims in any way.” 

This got the pious man thinking: “This old man is right. I am not a 
prophet who has been appointed by Allah 36 to chop down this tree. I will 
not be sinning if I leave the tree as it is. What harm will come to those 
who believe in one Allah 48 if the tree is left alone? In fact, if I accept the 
money in place of chopping the tree, it will be of greater benefit to the 
people.” 

Iblis took an oath to fulfil his promise and the pious man returned 
to his place of worship, where he spent the night. The next morning, he 
found two dinars next to his pillow and took them for himself. The same 
thing happened the following day. On the third morning, he did not find 
any dinars and was infuriated. He picked up his axe and again set out to 
chop down the tree, saying to himself, “If 1 have been deprived of worldly 
benefit, why should | also be deprived of benefit in the Hereafter?” 

Again Iblis came to him in the form of an old man and asked, “Where 
are you going?” 

The man replied, “I am going to chop down that tree.” 

Iblis replied, “You will never be able to do so!” 

The pious man then pounced upon Iblis and thought that he would 
overpower him as before, but this was not the case now. Iblis threw him 
to the ground almost as if he were a sparrow in his hands. Iblis now sat 
upon his chest and threatened, “You must abandon this intention of 
yours forever or I will kill you.” 

The pious man looked at him helplessly and acknowledged, “You 
have defeated me. Please let me go and explain to me why I managed to 
overpower you the first time around and why you have overpowered me 


* now. 


Iblis explained, “Initially, your anger was for the pleasure of Allah 
and your intention was for success in the Hereafter, so Allah helped 
you to overpower me. This time, however, your anger was for your own 
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benefit and your intention was for worldly motives, so Allah allowed me 
to overpower you.”! 


& 


A man with a pure and sincere intention has the help of Allah 48, while 
a man with ulterior motives is easily overpowered by Shaitan and his 
desires. 


@ 


VU 
Quest for Halal Sustenance 


Revealing the Defect 

ne day Imam Abii Hanifah sz. sent some clothing that had 

defects therein to his business partner. He instructed that it 

should be sold and the defects disclosed at the time of sale. The 
partner sold the goods, but forgot to mention the defects. The purchaser 
took possession of the clothing and left, assuming that it was of perfect 
quality. When Imam Abi Hanifah s#: heard about this, he gave the entire 
proceeds of the transaction, which totalled thirty-thousand dirhams, in 
charity.’ 


Difference in Quality 

Mayminah bint Al-Aqra’ #4 was a virtuous woman. She used to spin 
thread and then sell it to a cotton dealer. One day, she came to the cotton 
dealer and advised him, “When you sell this cotton, say to the prospective 
buyer that I had been fasting at times and my hands may have been loose, 
resulting in less cotton being spun.” 


1 Ihya’ ‘Uliimuddin, vol 4, p 377; Qiitul Quliaib 
2 Al-Khairatul Hisan FT Manaqibil Imam Al-Aa‘zam Abi Hanifah An-Nu‘man, p 44 
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Saying this, she left. After a while, she returned and said, “Please 
return my cotton. I fear that you may not reveal the flaw to the buyer.”! 


Wise Advice 

The devout Muazah Al-‘Adawiyyah #y-, once advised the young girl she 
had breast-fed, “Do not destroy my foster relationship with you by 
consuming haram food. I went through great pains while breast-feeding 
you to ensure that I did not consume haram food. You should similarly 
endeavour to eat only halal food so that you will be able to serve your 
Master, Allah 9, and be contented with His decisions.”” 


A Doubtful Sip of Milk 

‘Abdul Malik ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Yisuf ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah 
ibn Haywah Al-Juwaini #:. was an outstanding scholar of his time. 
Throughout his infancy and childhood, his parents meticulously ensured 
that he consumed only halal food. Once he was engaged in a debate, and 
stuttered. When asked the reason for the disparity from his usual smooth 
and eloquent manner of speech, he explained, “This is the result of having 
one sip of breast milk which I was not supposed to drink.” 

When questioned further, he continued, “My mother was preparing 
food for the family. I was a suckling infant at the time and began to cry. 
A slave-girl, who lived with our neighbour, happened to be at our home 
at that time and gave me a sip or two of her milk. My father entered the 
home and immediately disapproved of her action, saying, “She is not of 
our household and cannot feed our baby, as her master has not given 
permission for this.” 

He then turned me onto my belly and made me throw up the milk I 
had drunk from her. However, this slight stutter in my speech today was 
a consequence of the milk I had swallowed.” 

Such was the concern for halal food, that the father was disturbed 
about the doubtful source of a little milk consumed by his innocent 
child, 


1 Tabaqatul Hanabilah, vol 2, p 579 
2 Sifatus Safwah, p 710 
. 3 Tabaqatush Shafi‘iyyah Al-KubrA, vol 5, p 168 
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@ 


Consumption of halal sustenance is the basis of faith and good actions. 


@ 


VSS 
Imam Shafii's sz. Unique Durid' 


bn Bunan Al-Asbahani 3. says: | once saw Nabi # in a dream and 

asked, “O Nabi of Allah 4¢, have you given any special honour to 

Muhammad ibn Idris Ash-ShafiT .s4.?” 

Nabi # replied, “Yes, | have asked Allah 4% to excuse him from 
reckoning on the day of Qiyamah.” 

I asked, “What was the reason for this?” 

Nabi # replied, “He recited a unique form of duriid upon me.” 

I asked, “What durad did he recite?” 

Nabi 3 answered, “He would say : 


-- “33 


26958 BE USE LE Jo 5 SiS SS US ee Jo 
3 jou 
O Allah 3&, bestow Your mercy and blessings upon Muhammad # 


whenever he is remembered and bestow Your mercy and blessings 
upon Muhammad 3 whenever he is not remembered.” 


& 


Durid is a very special form of worship. Nabi % said, 


1 A form of salutation sent upon Nabi %. 
2 Sifatus Safwah, p 395 
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ae, eee Ciwe Sen Wises 
| ne ale al lo stols be be op 
“Allah 3€ grants tenfold reward to a person who sends duriid upon 
me once.” 


@ 


(Ny) 
Focus of the Righteous 


Thrown Into a Den of Wild Beasts 

unan ibn Muhammad ibn Hamdan .#:. grew up in Baghdad, where 

he studied Hadith and later settled in Egypt. Here, he encouraged 

the leader, Ibn Tiliin, towards good deeds. Ibn Tiltin ordered 
that he be thrown into a den of wild beasts. Instead of harming him, the 
beasts smelt him and left him alone. When he was removed from the den, 
he was questioned, “What were you thinking of when those wild beasts 
were smelling you?” 

He replied, “I was pondering over the question of the leftover water 

and saliva of wild beasts being pure or not?”? 


Ships on the Water 
‘Abdul Aa‘la ibn Ziyad Al-Aslami narrates : One day, I noticed Dawid 
Tai sx. standing close to the bank of the Euphrates River with an 
expression of amazement on his face. 

I asked, “Why are you standing here like this?” 

He replied, “I am looking at the ships and how they are sailing on the 
water, subservient to the command of Allah 4.” 


The Qur’an describes ships on the ocean as follows: 


1 Muslim 
2 Sifatus Safwah, p 480 
3 Hilyatul Awliya’, p 356 
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sae) 6 Se Bec ne 3 oso nee ore te oe, aH 
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a 
oy eds 
“It is Allah Who has subjected the sea to you, so that ships may sail 


through it by His command and that you may seek of His bounty 
and that you may be grateful.” (Sirah Al-Jathiyah, verse 12) 


Waves of the Ocean 

Masma ibn ‘Asim 34: narrates : 1 spent the night on the seashore with my 
companions, ‘Abdul ‘Aziz ibn Salman 2. Kilab ibn Jara’ 3. and Salman 
Al-Aa‘raj s:.. Kilab ibn Jara’ 1. began to weep to such an extent, that 
I began to fear that he would pass away. Soon my other two companions 
also began to weep. Out of compassion for them, I too, could not hold 
back my tears. The next day, I asked ‘Abdul ‘Aziz s#. why he had wept 
that night. 

He replied, “I looked at the waves of the ocean breaking, and it 
reminded me about the layers of the fire of hell and the sound it would 
emit.” 

When | questioned my other two companions, they replied in a 
similar vein.' 


The Qur’an describes hell-fire as follows: 
(9359 Wass ras ay OS Spe wel5 13) 


When it (hell-fire) sees them from afar, they will hear its raging and 
roaring. (Sirah Al-Furgan, verse 12) 


& 


A man who fears Allah 3¢ views the world through eyes of special insight 
and understanding. 


@ 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 693 
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Yd) 
An Evil Glance 


man by the name of ‘Abdah ibn ‘Abdur Rahim participated in 

many military campaigns against the Romans. On one particular 

campaign, when the Mujahidin had surrounded a Roman city, his 
gaze fell upon a woman in a fortress. He was infatuated by her beauty and 
sent her a message, asking how he could reach her. 

She replied, “When you have conquered the city, you may come up to 
me in the fortress.” 

He did as she had advised. From then onwards, he spent all his time 
with her, instead of the Muslim army. The Muslims were deeply distressed 
by this. Eventually, they went up to the fortress and asked him, “What 
has happened to the Qur’an you knew? What has happened to your 
knowledge? What has happened to your fasting? What has happened to 
your jihad? What has happened to your Salah?” 

He replied, “I have forgotten the entire Qur’an, except these two 
verses, 


Oe 3 Se 6 See RAP em ACS Ka 4 as Saad a oy (® bn os 
ENN weg aes (USE abd pele IBIS ISAS Gallo} lev 
Ry ene yor 
“Often will those who disbelieve wish that they were Muslims. Leave 


them to eat and enjoy, and let them be preoccupied with false hope. 
Soon they will come to know!” (Sirah Al-Hijr, verse 2-3) 


1 


I now also have wealth and children amongst these people: 


1 Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah, p 640 
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@ 


Shaitan has led many pious men towards destruction by enticing them to 
cast a single lustful gaze. 


& 


Ws 
A Mother's Du‘a@’ is Guaranteed Acceptance 


woman came to Baqi ibn Makhlad #:, and said, “The Romans 

have taken my son as prisoner and I do not possess sufficient 

money as ransom to have him released. I request your assistance 
in this regard. His capture has distressed me to the extent that my days 
and nights are without sleep and contentment.” 

The learned man replied, “Allow me to ponder over the matter.” He 
then lowered his head for a while and made a du‘a’ according to her 
request. 

After a few days, the woman returned with her son and began making 
du‘a’ for the pious man. She remarked, “He has returned safe and sound. 
Allow him to explain his ordeal.” 

The son explained, “I was captured by a Roman king, together with 
a number of other prisoners. One of the king’s men would lead us out 
into the desert every day, where we were forced to do hard labour. In 
the evening, we would return bound in chains. One day, as we were 
returning, the chains fell from my feet. (The boy mentioned the day and 
time of the incident and it coincided with the moment when his mother 
had approached the learned man, who had lowered his head in prayer). 

The guard began to scream at me, “Why did you break the chains?” 

“I did not. They fell from my feet involuntarily,” I pleaded. 

They immediately called for a blacksmith and had the chains fixed to 
my feet. After a few steps, the chains again fell from my feet. They were 
amazed and called their priests, who asked me, “Is your mother alive?” 
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“Yes,” I replied. 

They explained, “Her prayer in your favour has been accepted. 
Allah 4 has freed you. It is not possible for us to imprison you any 
longer.” They freed me and sent an escort to accompany me until we 
reached Muslim territory.” 


@ 


The du‘a’ of a mother for her progeny is guaranteed acceptance. 


@ 


iW) 
Intelligent Women 


Wise Woman Advises a Scholar 
asim ibn Muhammad a8: explains: My wife passed away and 
Muhammad ibn Ka’b Al-Qurazi 4. came to visit me to express 
his condolences. He related to me that amongst the Bani Isra’il, 
there was a pious and learned scholar. He had a wife whom he loved very 
much, When she passed away, he was completely overcome with grief and 
sorrow. He shut himself up in his home and stopped all forms of social 
interaction. A woman heard about this, and went to his house, saying, 
“| have a question to ask and I need to address it to him personally.” She 
insisted, until those who were present left, and she was left alone at his 
door. 
The pious man was accordingly informed of her insistence on meeting 
him. He allowed her to enter. 
“What would you like to ask?” he enquired. 


1 Tarikh Dimishgq, vol 10, p 355 
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She replied, “I borrowed some jewellery from my neighbour and wore 
it for a lengthy period of time. If that woman now wants it back, should 
I return it?” 

He replied, “Yes, by Allah.” 

“But it has been in my possession for a long time!” she remarked. 

He explained, “Since she borrowed it to you for such a long time, you 
have a greater responsibility of returning it.” 

She then said, “May Allah 3 have mercy upon you! Why are you so 
sorrowful over that which Allah 4 borrowed to you and then took back 
from you? He has a greater right over it than you.” 

The scholar reflected over her wise words and Allah 3 granted him 
the good fortune of benefiting therefrom. 


Silenced 

An unpleasant looking woman was once standing at the door of a perfume 
seller, who had the habit of mocking at others. When he saw her, he 
quoted the verse from the Qur'an, 


o 39 - ° rae 
SAS SP MBG 
“And when the wild beasts are gathered together.” 
(Stirah At-Takwir, verse 5) 


She responded with another verse of the Qur’an, 


° r 
gree “, a“ peer 


AtLS (aig Wee 85 


“And he presents for Us a parable but forgets his own creation.” 
(Sirah Yasin, verse 78)? 


A Cunning Woman 


There was a wealthy man who lived with his family in Ahwaz. One day, 
he travelled to Basrah, where he married another woman. He would 
visit her once or twice a year. This woman from Basrah had an uncle 


1 Muwatta Imam Malik 
2 Al-Adhkiya’, p 149 
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who would often ask her husband to write letters on his behalf. One day, 
coincidentally, his letter ended up in the hands of his wife in Ahwaz, who 
came to know of his second marriage. 

She, accordingly, devised a plan. By means of a relative in Basrah, 
she had a letter dispatched to her husband, which read, “Your wife has 
passed away. Come immediately!” 

When he read the letter, he began preparing to leave for Basrah. His 
wife said to him, “It appears as if your heart is attached elsewhere. | think 
that you have another wife in Basrah.” 

The husband replied, “Allah forbid!” 

She remarked, “This does not satisfy me. I will only be convinced if 
you take an oath here and now that every woman besides me, wherever 
she may be, is divorced from you.” 

The man took the oath thinking that his wife in Basrah had already 
passed away. 

She then explained, “There is no need for you to go to Basrah any 
longer. You have just divorced your wife there. She was alive and well all 
along.”! 


A Wise Reply 

‘Imran ibn Hattan was short and unattractive in appearance. His wife, 
on the other hand, was extremely beautiful. He would often admire her 
beauty. 

One day, she asked, “Why do you stare at me like this?” 

He replied, “You are very beautiful.” 

To this, she exclaimed, “Glad tidings! Both of us will enter Jannah.” 

“How do you know this?” he asked. 

She replied, “You have been rewarded with somebody like me and 
you have been grateful. On the other hand, I have been severely tested by 
the likes of you and I have been patient. The grateful and the patient will 
both enter Jannah.”? 


1 Al-Adhkiya’ p 227 
2 Al-Adhkiya’, p 217 
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& 


The spiritual insight and actions of virtuous women have a great impact 
upon the lives of their families and communities. 


& 


Vy) 
The Evil of Carrying Tales 


ammad ibn Salimah narrates : A man decided to purchase a 
Hee slave. The owner agreed to sell him the slave, but 

warned, “He has one evil quality: he carries tales.” The buyer 
regarded this as a minor evil and agreed to the purchase. 

After the slave had been in his new employment for some time, he 
approached his master’s wife and said, “Your husband does not love you. 
He is silently contemplating a second marriage. Would you like him to 
abandon his quest for a second wife and love you exclusively?” 

“Yes,” she replied. 

He continued, “Do as I tell you. Take a razor and, when he is asleep at 
night, cut a few strands of hair from his beard. Bring them to me so that I 
may cast a spell upon them which will reignite his love for you.” 

When he was convinced that he had sowed the seeds of doubt in her 
heart, he approached her husband and said, “Your wife is an evil woman. 
She pretends to be honest, but she has befriended another man and is 
waiting for an opportunity to kill you. Would you like to see proof of 
this?” 

The husband replied, “Yes.” 

The slave advised, “Tonight, pretend to be asleep. She will approach 
you with a razor and attempt to take your life.” 

That night, the husband pretended as if he was asleep. His wife 
approached him with a razor to cut some strands of hair from his beard. 
He assumed that his slave had spoken the truth and thought that she was 
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about to kill him. He quickly overpowered her, snatched the razor from 
her hands and killed her. News of this spread to her family, who came 
and took his life. As a result, the tribes of the husband and wife became 
involved in a bitter conflict.' 


@ 


Carrying tales, gossiping and backbiting destroys families and 
communities by sowing hatred and animosity. 


~~ 


The source of information should be verified before dissemination. The 
Qur’an instructs: 


Ta ee Te Bee ot ae CURT Le ie 
Voeass Uy GB Nts ONES Gul See ol aed SUIT 
ze Suwese fg 
Ceol wold le be 
“O you who believe! If an evil person comes to you with any news, 
verify it, or else you may harm people in ignorance, and thereafter 


you would become regretful over what you have done.” (Sirah Al- 
Hujurat, verse 6) 


@ 


Cy 
Safe-guarding the Tongue 


wo great reciters of the Qur'an, Imam Yazidi »#:. and Imam 
Kisa’i a., were once in the presence of Harun Ar-Rashid, when 
the time for Salah arrived. They decided that Imam Kisa’i 4. 


1 thya’ ‘Ulimuddin, vol 3, p 158; Rawdatul ‘Uqala’; Al-Kaba’ir 
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would lead the Salah. During the course of his recitation of Sirah Kafiriin, 
he stammered for a moment. When they had completed, Imam Yazidi :, 
remarked, “The Qari of Kiifa stammered while reciting a simple Sirah 
like this!” 

When the time arrived for the next Salah, Imam Yazidi ». was 
ushered forward to lead the prayer. During his recitation of Sirah Fatihah, 
he stammered. When he had completed, he remarked, 


BLL JS p+ DN OL oe hed Dg V OGL dase 


“Guard your tongue so that it does not speak a word that will cause 
you distress, 
Distress is the result of speech. 


my 


& 


One who is hasty to pass remarks at the mistakes of others, is often put 
to shame by his own mistakes. 


& 


Ws 
Unite Against a Common Enemy 


t the time when Mus‘ab ibn Zubair was at war with ‘Abdul 

Malik, a number of Roman leaders approached the Roman king 

and suggested, “The Arabs are presently in conflict amongst 

themselves and this is an ideal opportunity for us to attack them in their 
own territory.” 

But, the king disagreed with their suggestion. To prove his point, 

he called for two dogs and prompted them to fight each other. He then 


1 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 13, p 351; Tartkhul Islam Dhahabi 
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called for a fox and separated the two dogs. When the dogs saw the fox, 
they left each other and attacked the fox instead. 

The king then explained to the leaders, “This is precisely our condition 
with the Muslims.” The leaders understood his point and abandoned 
their idea.’ 


@ 


Opposing Muslim groups should settle their differences cordially, and 
unite when faced by a common enemy. 


& 


Lesson from a Blind Cat 


bul Hasan Tahir ibn Ahmad ibn Babshadh was an Egyptian scholar 
of Arabic grammar, who authored many great works. He earned 

his living by perusing and correcting manuscripts and books. 
One day, as he was partaking of a meal with his companions on the 
upper floor of a building, they noticed a stray cat close by. They cast a 
morsel of food towards it, which it placed in its mouth and disappeared. 
After a short while, it returned. They cast another morsel towards it, 
which it again placed in its mouth and disappeared. Again it returned. 
When this happened a number of times, they realised that it could not 


1 ‘Uyiinul Akhbar, vol 2, p 116. This was proven to be exactly true in the case of Ka’b ibn 
Malik and the trial of faith that he went through. When the entire Muslim community 
of Madinah cut off relations and communication with him and his two companions under 
the instruction of Nabi %, he was approached by the king of Ghassan. Ka‘b «# says that 

he was walking in the streets of Madinah when a messenger came to him with a letter. It 
read, “News has reached us that your companion has been harsh towards you, whereas 
Allah 3¢ has not made your abode one of disgrace and destruction. Unite with us and we 
will assist and comfort you.” After reading the letter Ka‘b 4 realised that this was another 
trial of his faith and he cast the letter into a fire. 
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have eaten all that food by itself. They decided to investigate what was 
happening, and followed the cat. It scaled a wall from the top floor and 
then entered a deserted house through an opening. In the house was a 
blind cat. Every morsel of food that it had taken, had been placed before 
the blind cat, which was now eating therefrom. 

The group was astonished at the spectacle and Ibn Babshadh remarked, 
“When Allah 4g has utilised this cat to feed another blind animal, and He 
has not deprived it of sustenance, how can He ever cause me to starve?” 
He was deeply touched by the experience and, thereafter, preferred to 
live a life of simplicity until his demise. 


& 


Allah 3 utilises remarkable avenues to provide sustenance to all His 
creation. 


& 


Conquest of Istanbul 


onstantinople, or Istanbul as it is known today, is a unique city as 

far as its history and location is concerned. Historically, it was the 

capital of the Roman Empire for eleven centuries and its culture 
dominated the old world. The principal church of Eastern Christianity was 
situated here. Its pivotal political and religious position caused the entire 
Christian World to rally to its defence at times of conflict. Geographically, 
it has a natural harbour bordered by the ocean on three sides and it is the 
only city in the world which is considered to be both in Europe and Asia.” 
The straits of Bosphorus divide the city into two, with one end merging 
into the Black Sea, and the other into the Sea of Marmara. A tiny branch 


1 Wafayatul Aa'yan, vol 2, p 516 
2 Refer to Figure 1 for a map of Istanbul. 
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of the Bosphorus to the west forms the ‘Golden Horn’, which is the only 
area of entry into the city. 
Nabi 3 had prophesied the downfall of Istanbul at the hands of the 
Muslims when he said : 
Seer a ale ee ee nr ae ec EP See 
GH AUS StL aly yl ay (cll Sela (anit) 
“You will certainly conquer Constantinople. Fortunate will be the 


”y 


leader and fortunate will be the army that accomplishes this. 


For eight centuries, the conquest of Constantinople remained a 
dream for the Muslims. Many attempts were made to conquer it, the first 
by Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan 4s, during the khilafah of ‘Ali , but none 
were successful. The strategic strength of its location and its mountainous 
terrain made it virtually impenetrable. 

The honour and glad tidings mentioned by Nabi % fell onto a young 
Muslim commander by the name of Sultan Muhammad Al-Fatih’ .4:,, the 
seventh ruler of the Ottoman Empire. At the tender age of twenty-two he 
assumed the position of leadership. 


Prayer for Victory 
When Sultan Muhammad Al-Fatih «2%: decided to conquer Constantinople, 
he sent his minister Ahmad Basha ibn Waliyuddin to two pious men of the 
time, Shaikh Aq Shamsuddin .#, and Shaikh Aq Bek 4:,, to request their 
company as the army proceeded for battle. They both agreed. Shaikh 
Shamsuddin as, gave him the glad tidings of victory and specified the 
exact day, time and place of entry into the city. The Sultan was accordingly 
informed, | 

When the day arrived, and there was no sign of victory, the minister 
began to doubt. He decided to visit the Shaikh. On arrival at the Shaikh’s 
tent, he was refused entry according to the Shaikh’s instructions. The 
minister lifted a portion of the tent and found the Shaikh with his 
forehead on the ground, humbly crying and beseeching Allah 3&. After 


1 Musnad Ahmad 
2 Al-Fatih literally means ‘the conqueror: 
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Figure 1: Maps of Istanbul showing the path taken by Sultan Muhammad 
Al-Fatih to bypass the iron chain which blocked the entrance of the 
Golden Horn. 
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a few moments, he raised his head and stood up, saying, “All praise be to 
Allah 3g, Who granted us the ability to conquer the city.” 

The minister later explained, “At that precise moment, I noticed the 
Muslim army entering the city.” By the blessing of his du‘a’, the Muslims 
succeeded in the conquest. When the Sultan witnessed the fulfilment 
of the Shaikh’s prediction, he remarked, “I am more pleased with the 
presence of a man of this calibre amongst us, than with our conquest of 
Constantinople.” 


Military Genius 

Sultan Muhammad Al-Fatih ss, led his army to face the Romans in April 
1453. The Byzantine army had blocked the entry through the Golden Horn 
by using a massive iron chain. The Muslim navy was therefore confined 
to the Bosphorus and could not enter the city port. The only way they 
could overpower the enemy, was by a land invasion, but this was a near 
impossible task. The only option left to him, was for a portion of his navy 
to attack from the port side of the city through the Golden Horn. But, 
this was a formidable task, as the chain at the mouth of the Golden Horn 
blocked the opening and the Byzantine ships were in position to repel 
any invasion. 

After much thought, Sultan Muhammad .34z, struck upon an ingenious 
plan. He decided that some of his ships should be moved over the land 
into the Golden Horn, and thereby by-pass the iron chain. But, the route 
to the Golden Horn was through cumbersome mountainous terrain. 
The Muslim army laid the entire route with wooden planks, which had 
been lined with oil and fat to make them slippery. The sails of the ships 
were also opened to draw the assistance of the wind. Seventy ships were 
then transferred from the Bosphorus to the Golden Horn. This daring 
feat, unique in the annals of history, was accomplished to perfection in 
a single night. 

The Byzantine army was shocked at the sudden appearance of the 
Muslim ships before their eyes. The entrance of the Muslim navy into 
the Golden Horn now opened the siege to the city from all sides. The 
inhabitants were not prepared for combat from the sea entrance of the 
city, as they had concentrated most of their efforts at the remaining 
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three fronts. After fierce fighting from both sides, the Muslims entered 
the city triumphantly. 

Even non-Muslim historians, like Edward Gibbon, expressed their 
amazement at this military strategy, calling it a “miracle.” 


Shaikh Advises Military Commander 

After the conquest, the Sultan approached the Shaikh in his tent, The 
Shaikh was lying down and did not stand up to receive him. The Sultan 
kissed his hand and said, “I have come with a request.” 

“What is it?” the Shaikh asked. 

“I would like to speak to you in privacy,” replied the Sultan. 

The Shaikh refused. The Sultan repeated the request a number of 
times, but the Shaikh was adamant. 

Finally, the Sultan angrily said, “When any of the Turks request your 
counsel in privacy, you allow them the privilege without any fuss, but in 
my case you refuse!” 

The Shaikh explained, “You will find a certain comfort in privacy, 
which will cause you to lose the importance of your position as a leader. 
This will bring harm to the affairs of the state, which will in turn draw the 
anger of Allah 3g upon us.” The Shaikh then advised the Sultan regarding 
the steps he should take. 

As he left the tent, he complained to his companion, “The Shaikh did 
not rise to honour me.” 

His companion explained, “Perhaps he has noticed some pride that 
has entered your heart due to the conquest of the city, which was denied 
to many great leaders before you. The Shaikh desires to purify you from 
this pride.” 

Later that night, the Sultan called for the Shaikh. He arrived and the 
Sultan’s companions rose and kissed his hand out of respect. The Sultan 
did likewise and embraced him. The Shaikh pressed the Sultan close to 
his chest to such an extent, that the Sultan began to tremble out of awe. 
The Sultan later explained that he had entertained some evil thoughts 
about the Shaikh, but they vanished when the Shaikh embraced him. 


1 Jahane Dida p 325; Ad Dawlatul ‘Uthmaniyyah Minal Juz-ith Thani Min Kitab al- 
Futihatul Islamiyyah, p 134 
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The Sultan remained seated respectably with the Shaikh until Fajr, which 
they performed together. ' 


An Unusual Request 

Abii Ayyab Al-Ansari & was that fortunate Sahabi in whose home Nabi # 
stayed for one month upon his arrival in Madinah. All the Sahabah 4 of 
Madinah anxiously invited Nabi 3 to stay with them, but he refused, saying, 
“allow my camel to proceed, as it has been commanded.” It finally stopped 
close to the home of Abii Ayyiib Al-Ans@ri 4. He stayed on the top floor 
with his family and Nabi 3 at the bottom. 

Abii Ayyab Al-Ansari < participated in the battle of Badr and many 
battles thereafter. He passed away and was buried beneath the walls of 
Constantinople. He fell ill just before his demise and Yazid ibn Mu‘awiyah, 
who was the commander of the army, came to visit him. When Abii Ayytib 
Al-Ansari was asked if he needed anything, he replied, “I have one 
request. When I pass away, take my body as far as you can into enemy 
territory and bury me there.” His request was accordingly fulfilled. 


A Blessed Grave 
Sultan Muhammad ss, requested the Shaikh to identify the grave of 
Abii Ayyib Al-Ansari <, as he had read in the books of history that his 
grave was close to the walls of the city of Constantinople. The Shaikh 
proceeded in a particular direction, saying, “I notice a spiritual glow 
emanating from that area.” 

when the Shaikh returned, he declared, “I came into contact with the 
soul of Abii Ayyiib Al-Ansari 4 and he congratulated me with the words, 
“May Allah 3 reward your efforts as you people have emancipated me 
from the darkness of the land of disbelief” ” 

The Sultan replied, “I believe you, however, I would like to see a sign 
which will put my heart at rest.” 

The Shaikh advised, “Dig up this portion of land. After digging two 
arms’ length, you will find a piece of marble with an inscription.” They 


1 Al-Badrut Tali’ Bi Mahasini Mim Ba‘dil Qarnis Sabi’, vol 2, p 166 
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did as advised and found the marble. The writing was deciphered and the 
area was confirmed to be the grave of Abii Ayyiib Al-Ansari .’ 


8 


The religious spirit and enthusiasm of the early Muslims encouraged 
them to strive in the path of Allah 3 with amazing conviction. 


Many Muslim commanders, like Salahuddin Ayyaibi «#:. and others, 

requested the company and advice of spiritual guides throughout their 

campaigns, as they realised that spiritual guidance was essential, even in 
times of war. 


& 


cay 
Words that Conquered 


Conversion of the Tartars 

uglug Timur Khan was the king of the Kashgar. He was one of those 

Mongol Tartar rulers who accepted Islam after coming into contact 

with Shaikh Jamaluddin .x#., a pious man of Persian descent. The 
Mongol Tartars disliked the Persians, regarding them as an inferior race, 
One day, the king was on a hunting expedition and, coincidentally, the 
Shaikh was on a journey with a number of his companions in the same 
area. They happened to cross an area which had been cordoned off for 
the king. The king was annoyed when he heard of this and regarded it as 
a bad omen for his expedition. He ordered that they be brought to him 
with their hands and feet bound in chains. 

In anger, he asked them, “How dare you enter this land?” 


1 Al-Badrut Tali’ Bi Mahasini Mim Ba‘dil Qarnis Sabi’, vol 2, p 167; Al-Isabah, Al-Istiab 
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They replied, “We are strangers here. We had no idea that we were 
trespassing. We beg your pardon in this regard.” 

When the king realised that they were Persians, he pointed to his dog 
and exclaimed, “Which of you is more honoured, you or my dog?” 

In the face of such an insult, the wise Shaikh replied calmly, “This 
question cannot be answered at this time.” 

The king asked, “When can it be answered?” 

The Shaikh replied, “The matter depends upon my end result. If] leave 
this world with Iman, I am more honourable than your dog, otherwise 
your dog will be better than me.” 

The reply struck the king and he enquired what Iman was. The Shaikh 
then explained the glorious teachings of Islam with such enthusiasm and 
conviction, that the heart of the king melted. He similarly painted such 
an unpleasant picture of disbelief, that the king was convinced of his 
spiritual weakness. 

He said, “If I were to accept Islam immediately, | would not be able 
to convince my subjects to do likewise. Bear with me a little. Come to 
me again when news reaches you that I have become the leader of the 
kingdom of my forefathers.” 

The empire was split into a number of petty kingdoms at that time and 
it was many years before Tugluq Timur succeeded in uniting the empire. 
In the meantime, Shaikh Jamaluddin 4, returned to his home, where 
he fell seriously ill. Close to his end, he advised his son Rashiduddin n+, 
“Tugluq Timur will one day become a great king, At that time, convey 
my greetings to him and courageously remind him of the promise he had 
made to me.” 

Not long thereafter, Tugluq Timur ascended the throne and 
Rashiduddin .s:, proceeded to meet him in order to fulfil the last wishes 
of his late father. Despite all his efforts, he could not gain an audience with 
the king. Finally, he devised a plan. Early one morning, he began to call 
out the Adhan, close to the king’s tent. The king was enraged at having 
his sleep disturbed and ordered the caller to be brought to him. This gave 
Rashiduddin 34: the opportunity to deliver his father’s message. 
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Tugluq Timur did not forget his promise, saying, “I have been 
pondering about this eversince I assumed power, but the man who 
introduced me to Islam, never arrived.” He then accepted Islam. 

In a short space of time, the light of Islam began to spread rapidly 
through the ranks of the Tartars and, a once barbaric nation, was guided 
to the path of righteousness.’ 


Final Words of a Martyr 

Nabi 3 once sent a group of seventy learned Sahabah .* from the Ansar to 
the tribe of Bani Amir to invite them to Islam. During the course of their 
journey, they were attacked and put to the sword. Jabbar ibn Salmah, a 
non-Muslim at the time, killed Amir ibn Fuhairah 2s. 

He explains what happened on that day, “A factor that drew me 
towards Islam was when | stabbed a man between his shoulders with a 
spear. I noticed the spear, as he removed it from his chest, and heard 
him utter the following words, ‘I have been successful, by the Lord of the 
Ka’bah.’ I began to wonder, ‘What success is he referring to? Did I not just 
kill him?’ I decided to ask the Muslims about this, and was informed, “He 
meant that he had achieved martyrdom and paradise.” 


@ 


A few inspiring words from the lips of a righteous Muslim can be a means 
of guidance for entire nations. 


& 


1 Al-Qarnul Khamis Min ‘Ashril Hijri Al-Jadid, p 23 
2 Bukhari; Fathul Bari 
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vs 
Frightful Outcome of Jealousy 


certain king was once approached by a man who advised, “Be 
kind in rewarding one who does good, and ignore an evil man 
because his wrong deeds will suffice as his punishment.” 

Another courtier became envious of the man and his words. He 
privately approached the king, saying, “The man who uttered those 
words to you thinks that you have bad breath.” 

“How do you know this?” asked the king. 

The courtier advised, “Call him close to you and you will notice him 
placing his hand over his nose.” 

The king ordered the courtier to leave so that he could investigate 
the matter. The courtier then invited the man to his home and placed 
before hima meal spiced with garlic. After they had dined, the man left to 
present himself at the court of the king as he would normally do. The king 
requested him to come closer and he placed his hand over his mouth, so 
that the king would not smell the garlic from the meal he had just eaten. 
The king was now convinced of the truth of his courtier’s accusation. 

It was the custom of the king that he would only write a note with his 
own hand when he wanted to give a reward. So, he wrote a note addressed 
to one of his governors with the command : “When the carrier of this 
note reaches you, kill him, and send his dead body to me.” 

The man took the note and left. On his way, he met the envious 
courtier, who asked, “What note is that?” 

“It is a note in the king’s handwriting with an order of a reward which 
I am to receive,” the man answered. 

“Please hand the note to me, and | will deliver it on your behalf,” the 
courtier said. 

“Fine,” replied the man and handed it over. 

The courtier took it and proceeded to the governor. When the governor 
read it, he exclaimed, “The note commands that I should behead you.” 
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“But the note does not belong to me. I beg you in the Name of Allah 4¢ to 
spare my life until you have consulted with the king,” cried the courtier. 

“The note of a king can never be returned,” the governor replied and 
beheaded the courtier. 

In the meanwhile, the man went to the king as usual. The king was 
surprised to see him, and asked, “What did you do with the note I had 
given you?” 

The man explained, “Your courtier met me and asked for the note. | 
handed it over to him.” 

The king enquired, “He mentioned that you disliked my breath.” 

“That is incorrect,” replied the man. 

“Then why did you place your hand over your mouth when you came 
to see me?” he asked. 

“I did so to prevent you from smelling the garlic from the meal I had 
eaten at your courtier’s home,” the man explained. 

The king continued, “You have spoken the truth. Return to your 
position of honour. The evil one has been more than sufficiently punished 
for his evil deed.” 


@ 


Sg SUNS ly 15555 1355 
“They plan and Allah plans, but Allah is the best of planners.” 


(Sarah Al-‘Imran, verse 54) 


@ 


1 thya’ ‘Uliimuddin, vol 3, p 188 
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vu) 
An Ideal Marriage 


adhi Shuraih 4. was appointed by ‘Umar as the chief judge of 

Kiifah. One day, he advised his friend, Sha‘bi : “You should marry 

a woman from the tribe of Bani Tamim because their women are 
exceptional.” 

“How is that?” asked Sha‘bi. 

Qadhi Shuraih s#:. then related his personal life experience: One day, 
while returning from a funeral, | passed by a tent where I noticed an old 
woman with a very beautiful young girl. | requested a drink, although I 
was not thirsty. 

The woman asked, “Would you like a drink of water, milk or 
nabidh!?” 

I replied, “Whatever is easiest for you.” 

To this, the elderly woman instructed, “Bring him some milk as he 
appears to be a stranger in our locality.” 

After drinking the milk, | addressed the woman, “Who is this young 
girl?” 

She answered, “She is my daughter and her name is Zainab bint 
Hudair of the tribe of Bani Tamim.” 

“Is she single or married?” I asked. 

“She is single,” was the reply. 

“Will you marry her to me?” I asked. 

“Yes, if you are compatible. She has an uncle to whom you should 
make your request,” she explained. 

I returned home to take my afternoon nap, but | could not sleep as my 
mind was preoccupied with the thought of the woman and her daughter. 
I performed Zuhr and proceeded to visit a few of my colleagues. We 
performed ‘Asr and then left to meet the young girl’s uncle. 


1 Atype of drink prepared from grapes. 
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He welcomed us and asked the reason for my visit. 

I replied, “I have come to ask for the hand of your niece, Zainab.” 

He replied, “Yes, she too is in favour of the marriage.” He then 
performed the nikah and we returned. 

At home, doubts entered my mind and I thought to myself, “What 
have I done by marrying a woman of the tribe of Bani Tamim? They are 
known for their hard-heartedness and uncouth nature.” I thought of 
divorcing her immediately, but decided not to follow up my first foolish 
decision with a second. The rational thing I should do was to welcome 
her as my wife. If I liked her, I would praise Allah 4, otherwise I would 
divorce her. 

After some time, a number of women from her tribe brought her to 
me. As she entered my home, | said to her, “When a bride arrives at the 
home of her husband, it is a sunnah for her and her husband to perform 
two rakats of Salah and ask Allah 8 for barakah in their marriage.” | 
proceeded to perform wudhii and she did likewise. I then performed two 
rakats of Salah and she prayed behind me. 

After we had completed, I moved towards her, but she advised, 
“Please wait a moment. All praise be to Allah 3. I praise Him and seek His 
assistance. Blessings and salutations be upon Nabi 3 and his family. There 
were many women in your own tribe whom you could have married and 
there were many men in my tribe whom I could have married, but when 
Allah 3 decides upon a matter, it certainly comes to be. 1 am now in your 
care, so do as Allah 3g has commanded, 


m aA ogee 2 Pra oe 
OSL we 5 Shas ae SL 

“Retain her with honour or release her with kindness.” 
(Sirah Al-Bagarah, verse 230) 


We are strangers to each other. I do not know your nature and 
temperament. Therefore, | would appreciate it if you would inform me 
of your likes and dislikes so that I could behave accordingly. With these 
words I end and I seek Allah’s 3 forgiveness for us and all the Muslims.” 

O Sha'bi, I had no choice but to reply to her in the form of a sermon, 
like she had done: “All praise be to Allah 3. I praise Him and seek His 
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assistance. Blessings and salutations be upon Nabi 3% and his family. You 
have said many things. If you abide by them, it will be my good fortune, 
but if you ignore them, it will serve as evidence against you. I love such 
and such things and I dislike such and such things. Spread the good you 
see in me and conceal the evil.” 

She then enquired, “What would you prefer with regard to my 
relatives visiting me?” 

I replied, “I am a judge and I do not want my in-laws to dictate things 
to me, neither would I like them to be estranged from me.” She later sent 
a message to her family, saying that they should not visit her for the next 
year. 

She further enquired, “Which of your neighbours would you like to 
enter your home and which ones would you dislike?” 

I advised, “So and so are pious and so and so are bad company.” 

We began our married life in this manner and I enjoyed every new 
day more than the previous day. After one year had passed, I returned 
from the court one day, and noticed an old woman advising my wife. 

1 asked, “Who is this, Zainab?” 

She replied, “This is my mother.” We greeted and | welcomed her to 
our home. 

Her mother then asked me, “What do you think of your wife?” 

I replied, “She is the best wife a man could ever have. You have 
certainly taught her very good manners and brought her up well. May 
Allah 3% reward your efforts.” _ 

She replied, “You will not find a woman of worse manners other 
than in two cases : when she enjoys the favours of her husband and 
when she gives birth to a child. If anything of your wife displeases you, 
reprimand her. There is nothing worse for men to have in their homes, 
than rebellious wives.” 

I assured her that her daughter was extremely well-mannered and 
trained. 

She then enquired, “Would you like your in-laws to visit you?” 

I replied, “Yes, they may do so.” 

My wife’s mother would visit us every year and advise me in a similar 
manner. I lived with my wife for twenty years and was displeased with 
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her only once. Then too, I was at fault to a certain extent. This is what 
transpired. I performed my two rakats before the Fajr Salah and noticed a 
scorpion in our home. | attempted to kill it, but only managed to confine 
it beneath a vessel. I quickly left for Salah with the instruction that she 
should not touch the vessel. Instead, she hastened towards it and moved 
it. The scorpion escaped and stung her. When | arrived home, | read the 
Mu‘awwadhatain' and rubbed her finger. 

I had a neighbour who would beat his wife and this inspired me to 
compile some verses of poetry : 


Ue en en cle sonar preld Op pa Vey cul, 
Ss od ye pe ge Sahl (Be CHESS Ae ge be pal 


SIS gs eg eal 13] oo STS clay peas ts 38 


I have seen men beating their wives; 
May my hand be paralysed the day it strikes Zainab; 
How can I strike the one who has done no wrong? 
What justice am I displaying by beating one who has not sinned? 
Zainab is the sun and other women are stars; 
When the sun rises, not a single star can be seen!’ 


@ 


The household of an Islamically disciplined couple radiates with true 
happiness and contentment. 
A sound Islamic upbringing and education is one of the secrets of 
grooming an individual to become a perfect spouse. 


& 


1 Two specific Stirahs of the Qur’an (Stirah Al-Falag and Sirah An-Nas) which, when 
recited, protect one from evil. 

2 Tarikh Dimishg, vol 23, p 51, Qasasul ‘Arab, vol 2, p 97; Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim 
Mustazraf 


135 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


(Wy 
Honesty Draws Rewards 


Unexpected Reward 

bn ‘Aqil .s#. mentions : I once set out to perform Haj. In the blessed 
| lands, I found a pear! necklace strung with a red thread. Close by, | 

heard a blind man announcing a reward of a hundred dinars for the 
person who returned it to him. I returned it and he requested me to take 
the reward, but I refused. 

I then left for Syria and visited Baitul Maqdis. Enroute to Baghdad, | 
stopped at Aleppo, where | took refuge in a Masjid due to cold and hunger. 
Here I was ushered forward to perform the Salah. I later had a meal with 
members of the congregation. 

It was the first of Ramadan, and they said to me : “Our Imam has 
passed on and we would like you to lead us in prayer for the remainder 
of the month.” I agreed. 

After a time, they mentioned to me that their previous Imam had 
a daughter of marriageable age. They suggested that | marry her and 
I agreed. After a year, she gave birth to our son, but fell critically ill 
immediately thereafter. One day, I was sitting by her side and looked 
carefully at the necklace she was wearing. To my amazement, it was the 
very same necklace strung with a red thread I had found many years 
ago. 

I said to her, “This necklace has a story of its own,” and I related the 
incident to her. 

Tears filled her eyes and she asked, “Are you truly the man who found 
it? My father would cry and make du‘a’ : ‘O Allah 3g, grant my daughter a 
husband like the man who returned this necklace to me.’ Allah 4g accepted 
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his du’a’.” Soon thereafter, she passed away, and I inherited the necklace 
as part of her estate.' 


Ibn Mubarak’s »: Distant Trip to Return a Pen 

Abdullah ibn Mubarak 4, mentions : “I once borrowed a pen from a 
person in Syria and forgot to return it. I only remembered when I 
reached Marw (in Turkmenistan). I travelled all the way back to Syria* 
and returned it.”? 


& 


An honest person refuses to submit to the temptation of his base desires 
to take that which does not belong to him. His reward often comes to him 
later in life through unexpected channels. 


@ 


vy 
Extraordinary Patience 


Forbearance of a Widow 
ada’ini once noticed a Bedouin woman of exceptional beauty, 
and the thought went through his mind that she was probably 
very happy. On the contrary, she explained that she was 
engulfed in sadness and anxiety. 

“I was married and had two sons,” she continued, “On the day of Eid, 
their father slaughtered a sheep. While playing, the elder son decided to 
show his younger brother how their father had slaughtered the animal. 
He took a knife and slit his brother’s throat. When he saw the blood, he 


1 Siyar Aa‘lam An-Nubala’, vol 19, p 449; Tarikhul Islam Dhahabt 
2 The distance between Syria and Marw is at least a thousand kilometers. 
3 Sifatus Safwah, p 774; Tarikh Dimishq 
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realised his error and, out of fear, ran off into the mountains, where a 
wolf devoured him. The father went out in search of the boy and died of 
thirst. Like this, destiny has left me single.” 

Mada’ini then asked, “Have you been able to bear this with 
patience?” 

She replied, “If the trial was perpetual, I would have been permanently 
sad. But, it is a wound that will heal.”! 


Prince to Pauper 


A group of people from the tribe of Band ‘Abs arrived at the court of 
Walid ibn ‘Abdul Malik. Amongst them was a blind man, and Walid asked 
him how he lost his eyesight. 

He explained : “I was the wealthiest person in my tribe. One day, I set 
out on a journey with my family and we spent the night in a valley. Due 
to excessive rain, the flood waters caused tremendous damage. | lost my 
entire family and wealth, except a young infant and a camel. Later, the 
camel became uneasy and ran off. I pursued it, leaving my child alone. 
I had not gone very far, when I heard the infant crying out. | hastened 
back to find a wolf devouring the infant. In frustration, I decided to at 
least capture my camel, but it kicked at me, frantically. In the process, I 
lost my eyesight. In one night, I lost my entire family, my wealth and my 
eyesight.” 

After hearing the story, Walid ordered, “Take him to meet ‘Urwah 
ibn Zubair »& so that ‘Urwah 4s. could meet a person who had been 
afflicted with a greater tribulation than himself.” 

‘Urwah x. had been on a visit to Walid, when he lost his son, 
Muhammad ibn Urwah 2, after he was kicked to death by one of 
Walid’s horses. Soon thereafter, ‘Urwah +x. was forced to amputate his 
leg because of a wound he sustained. He returned reciting the verse, 


Pa) ete ma | as bene 
as Nia Gao ope La) ad 


“Surely, we have suffered much fatigue in this journey of ours.” 
(Sarah Al-Kahf, verse 62) 


1 Az-Zawajir ‘An Iqtirafil Kaba’ir, vol 1, p 269; Al-Kaba’ir 


138 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


He would then remark, “Allah 4g granted me four sons and has taken 
back only one. He granted me four limbs, two hands and two feet, and has 
taken only one. All praise be to Allah 3% for granting me three sons and 
three limbs out of four.”! 


& 


Allah 4 has the power to change conditions as and when He wills. 


, of” Ss vg 7 2 ee 
> pe ah os Lali GY le 
“Verily, those who are patient shall receive their rewards in full, 
without measure.” (Stirah Az-Zumar, verse 10) 


VO) 
Being Proactive 


nce Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham 3. met Shaqiq Balkhi a4. in Makkah 
and asked, “What made you devote all your time to the worship 
of Allah 4?” 

Shaqiq Balkhi 4: replied, “I was once walking through a hot desert 
land, when I noticed a bird whose wings were broken off. | decided to wait 
and see how it would obtain food. I sat close by and watched carefully. 
After some time, another bird arrived and placed a locust from its mouth 
into the mouth of the bird that could not fly. This made me ponder. The 
Being that sent a healthy bird to feed a sick bird in a dry desert land, is 
more than able to provide me with sustenance wherever I may be. I then 
left all forms of earning and devoted myself to worship.” 


1 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 3, p 255; ‘Uyiinul Akhbar; Tarikh Dimishq 
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After hearing the story, Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham 4s, asked, “O Shaqiq, why 
did you not choose to become like the healthy bird? That would have been 
the better of the two options. Did you not hear the Hadith of Nabi #? 


Ait Wa eee es Ba) 
‘The upper hand is better than the lower hand.” 


It is a sign of a believer that he strives for the best in all matters in 
order to reach the status of the pious servants of Allah 3¢.” 

Shaqiq Balkhi s#:. attentively heard the advice and then grasped the 
hand of Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham s#., saying, “You are our teacher!” 


@ 


The hand that gives is better than the hand that receives. 


@ 


Ws 
Repentance Before Death 


man from the Bani Isra’il, by the name of Kifl, was a habitual 
sinner. A woman once came to him to ask for help. He agreed 
to give her sixty dinars on condition that she allowed him to 
fulfil his desires with her, In desperation, she agreed. As he was about to 
proceed with his evil intention, she began to tremble and cry. 
He asked, “Why are you crying like this? Have I forced you to do 
this?” 
She replied, “No, but I have never committed such an indecent act 
before.” 


1 Bukhari 
2 Tarikh Dimishg, vol 23, p 135; Al-Wafi Bil Wafayat 
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He asked, “Then why are you committing such an act now?” 

She replied, “Desperation has compelled me to do so.” 

Her words had an effect upon him and he allowed her to leave, saying, 
“You may keep the dinars I have given you.” 

He then exclaimed, “By Allah, never again will Kifl disobey Allah 3!” 
That very night, he passed away. The next morning, Allah 4¢ caused a 
message to be inscribed on his door, which read, “Allah 48 has forgiven 
Kifl.”? 


& 


Allah’s 3g mercy has no bounds. 


@ 


vus 
The Bare-footed Saint 


D uring the days when Bishr Al-Hafi »:. had not yet received 


spiritual guidance, he was once in a gathering of friends at his 

home. In the midst of the noise, liquor, music and frivolity, a pious 
man happened to pass by and knocked at the door. A slave-girl answered, 
and he asked, “Is the owner of this home a free man or a slave?” 

She replied, “He is a free man.” 

He replied, “Of course! Had he been a slave, he would have adopted the 
manners of a true servant and kept away from such futile and frivolous 
forms of entertainment.” 

Bishr »%. overheard the conversation and quickly jumped to his feet. 
He headed for the door bare-footed, but the pious man had already left. 
He asked the slave-girl what had transpired, and she explained what he 
had said. 


1 Kitabut Tawwabin, p 94 
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“In which direction did he go?” he asked. She directed him, and he 
left in pursuit of the man. 

When he finally caught up with him, he asked, “My master, did you 
come to my door and speak to the slave-girl?” 

“Yes,” he replied. 

“Please repeat the words you uttered,” Bishr 4, requested. The man 
obliged. 

Bishr 3. was so taken aback by his words, that he fell to the ground 
and began to cry out, “No, | ama slave, | ama slave, | am a slave!” 

From then onwards, he would walk without shoes and people began 
calling him Bishr Al-Hafi .#., ‘the bare-footed one’ When asked why he 
did not wear shoes, he would reply, “My master, Allah 4s, guided me when 
I was bare-footed and | will remain in this condition till death.”' 


@ 


A wise choice of words and a sincere intention are effective tools in 
influencing people. 


ee 


() 
A Young Man Rejects a Life of Luxury 
bdullah ibn Faraj Al-‘Abid says : I once required the services of a 
Au for a few days and arrived at the market in search of one. 
After much effort, I found a young man with a bucket and spade. 
He was dressed in a woollen cloth and an apron. 
I asked him, “Would you like to do some work for me?” 


“Yes,” he replied. 
“How much would you like to be paid?” I asked. 


1 Kitabut Tawwabin, p 223 
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1” 


“A dirham and a daniq',” he replied. 

“Fine. Come along then,” I said. 

“I have a condition though,” he advised. 

“What is that?” I asked. 

He explained, “When the time for Zuhr Salah arrives and the Mu’adh- 
dhin calls out the Adhan, I will leave, perform wudhi, perform my Salah 
in the Masjid in congregation and then return. I will do likewise for ‘Asr 
Salah.” 

I agreed, and he came along to our home. I helped him carry some 
of the material to the building site and he then commenced with the 
work I had assigned to him. He did not speak to me any further, until the 
Mu’adh-dhin called out the Zuhr Adhan. 

He then said, “O slave of Allah 38, the Mu’adh-dhin has called out the 
Adhan.” 

“You may proceed,” I said. 

He left, performed his Salah, and then returned to resume his work. 
When ‘Asr time arrived, he again left, performed his Salah and returned. 
He continued working till the end of the day. I then counted out his wage 
and he left. 

After a time, I again required the services of a builder. My wife 
advised me to acquire the services of the same young man, as he had 
performed his job well. 1 returned to the market in search of him, but he 
was nowhere to be seen. I asked around, and was informed that he only 
came to the market on Saturdays. I left and returned on Saturday. He 
agreed to work for me as he had done before. When he had completed his 
work, I counted out his wage. I intended to give him more than we had 
agreed upon, but he refused. I insisted, and this annoyed him. He began 
to leave. I realised my error and convinced him to take the agreed wage. 

After some time, we again required his services. I left for the market 
on a Saturday, but could not find him. I asked around, and was informed 
that he was ill. 1 was directed to his place of residence and proceeded 
to visit him. He had rented a room that belonged to an old woman. She 
explained that he had been ill for a number of days. I entered his room 


1 Asixth of a dirham. 
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and found him lying down, with a brick serving as his pillow. 1 greeted 
him and asked if I could assist him in any way. 

He replied, “Yes, please. After I have passed away, sell this spade and 
wash this cloth and apron of mine. You may then use them for my burial 
shroud. You should also cut open the pocket of my gown, wherein you will 
find a ring. You should then await the emergence of Harun Ar-Rashid, the 
Khaliph, and ensure that he notices you. Show him the ring, and he will 
then call you. You should then hand over the ring to him. Please do as I 
have advised, only after I have been buried.” 

After he had passed away, I did as he had requested. I then waited 
for an opportunity when Harun Ar-Rashid would emerge and sat at a 
prominent position so that he would notice me. As he passed by, | 
exclaimed, “Amirul-Mu’minin, I have a trust in my possession which I 
need to hand over to you,” and I showed the ring to him. He beckoned 
to his attendants to escort me to his palace. Later that day, when he was 
alone, he called for me and asked, “Who are you?” 

I replied, “My name is ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Faraj.” 

He then asked, “From where did you get this ring?” 

I related the incident of the young man and he began to cry to such an 
extent, that I pitied him. When he had regained his composure, | asked, 
“who was the young man to you?” 

He replied, “My son.” 

In astonishment I asked, “But why did he live a life so different to 
yours?” 

He explained, “He was born before I became the Khaliph. He received 
an outstanding upbringing and learnt the Qur’an and other branches of 
knowledge. When I rose to the position of Khaliph, he left me and refused 
to accept any of the worldly things I offered him. I, therefore, decided to 
hand over this exquisite sapphire ring to his mother, saying, ‘Give this to 
him. He may require some money in the future and this will be of benefit 
to him. I knew that he respected his mother immensely and would not 
refuse her request. When she passed away, | lost all contact with him.” 

That night, he requested me to take him to the grave of his son. He sat 
there for a long time, crying profusely. When the time for Fajr arrived, we 
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rose and left. 1 would then accompany him every night to the grave and 
we would return together.’ 


@ 


An intelligent person is one who knows that contentment does not exist 
in worldly luxuries, but in the worship and obedience of Allah 4. 


& 


iy 
Introspection 


Self-Criticism 
alik ibn Dhaigham narrates : Riyadh Al-QaisT a4, came to visit 
my father after ‘Asr Salah. 
I said to him, “My father is asleep.” 

He remarked, “Can a person sleep at this time of the day? Is this the 
time to sleep?” He then turned and left. 

I sent a person to pursue him and ask whether we should awaken my 
father. The person returned after a long wait, when the sun had already 
set. 

| asked, “You certainly took a long time returning. What did you say 
to him?” 

He replied, “He was too busy to listen to what I had to say. | managed 
to meet up with him, as he was entering the grave-yard. I then heard him 
rebuking himself, ‘You asked whether anybody could sleep at this time. 
What gave you the right to ask such a question? A person has the choice 
of sleeping whenever he chooses to! You asked whether this was the time 
for sleeping. How do you know that this was not the appropriate time for 
sleeping? Why did you speak out of turn? Why did you ask a question that 


1 Kitabut Tawwabin, p 187 
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was of no benefit to you? You will now take an oath to Allah 36 which you 
will not break, except due to illness or insanity: You will not sleep on a 
pillow for an entire year. You are indeed an evil man. Have you no shame? 
You reprimand others, but you do not abstain from your own wrongs!’ 
He then began to weep bitterly. He was totally unaware of my presence. I 
then left him alone and returned.”! 


Answerability to Allah 4 

Qadhi Bakkar 14: was a righteous judge. After passing judgement every 
day, he would isolate himself, ponder over the witnesses who had testified 
and the judgement he had passed, and then begin to cry. He would address 
himself, “Bakkar! Two parties brought their dispute to you, together with 
their witnesses and you delivered judgement. How will you answer to 
Allah 4 for this on the day of Qiyamah?” He would also preach to those 
who were about to take an oath in his court by reciting the verse from 
the Qur’an, 


eo ca Shy “ee paee st Bee oo ae teh ecze,t F 
BV Gb SEY SEY I SU Ls neelalss al dee Os HS Gall O| 
Aan Se ent wee 2 -. x x 
eS SNS 85 aS VS SU 6 Gg JS YG ot ELS YG 
“Verily, those who purchase a small gain at the cost of Allah's 4 
Covenant and their oaths, they shall have no portion in the Hereafter 
(Paradise). Allah 4 will neither speak to them, nor look at them on 


the Day of Qiyamah, nor will He purify them, and they shall have a 
painful torment.” (Sarah Al-‘Imran, verse 77)’ 


& 


One of the primary teachings of tasawwuf is to constantly engage in self- 
criticism and evaluation, as it purifies the soul from sin. 


& 


1 Sifatus Safwah p 689 
2 Al Wafi Bil Wafayat, vol 10, p 118 
3 Spiritual reformation of the soul. 
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vy 
Power of a Parent’s Dua’ 


asan ibn ‘Ali a. narrates : My father and I were making Tawaf' 
H: the Ka‘bah one pitch-black silent night, when suddenly we 

heard a man supplicating to Allah 4g. His voice was filled with 
sadness and he recited the following couplets : 


rast ae cstlls pal aals b sie ball 3 eall eo 2 eek 
eS ded hehe cil ieee | secs Ce Sg Sd ob a8 
etl DE LET) pe be gee ge gill pai to pe De 


PSL celal Lo 2 58 cad ee Bye 9 Spb Y I yde als Oy 
“O Being Who accepts the du‘a’ of a destitute in the darkness! 
O Being Who removes the distress and trial of sickness! 
Your guests sleep and awake around the Ka‘bah! 

While Your Eyes do not sleep, O One Who is always in existence! 
Through Your generosity forgive my crime! 

O Being to Whom the creation turns to in the Haram! 

If Your forgiveness does not reach the one immersed in sin, 
Then who else can show kindness to the sinners?” 


My father turned to me and said, “My son, do you hear the voice of 
a man who is lamenting over his sins? Find him and bring him to me if 


you can.” | left in search of him and eventually found him at the Maqam 
Ibrahim performing Salah. 


1 Circumambulation of the Ka‘bah. 
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I said to him, “The cousin of Nabi 3 has requested to see you.” 

He shortened his remaining prayers, and then accompanied me. 
When I presented him to my father, he asked, “Where are you from?” 

He replied, “I am an Arab.” 

My father then asked, “What is your name?” 

He answered, “Munazil ibn Lahiq.” 

My father enquired, “What has happened to you? Why were you 
supplicating like this?” 

He replied, “What can I relate of a man whose sins and wrongs have 
exposed him to the extent that he is now drowning in a sea of evil?” 

My father requested him to share his story with us, and he agreed. 

He explained, “I was a young man who was steeped in a life of futility 
and entertainment. My father would constantly advise me to abstain 
from the sins and frivolity of youth. He would remind me of Allah’s 46 
power and His punishment of those who oppress themselves. Each 
time he advised me, I would strike him. One day, I was so angry by his 
admonition, that I struck him severely. In response, he took an oath to 
proceed to the House of Allah 8, cling to the cloth of the Ka‘bah and 
make a du‘a’ against me. He did exactly that and prayed : 


Je 9 O28 ce eel gl yo 6 oe Lab clad Shall oe b 
andl Lol SL gees 0 gee Cpe cee Cet Y el Hel GI 
Sly ce OLA 5 Ly hoe Job. Alle Ge Jin V Sil Lie 


Uy dy ge db pdt ope ly os agile Aho J you aie Jt y 


“O that Being to Whom the Hujjaj come, 
Traversing desert lands from far and near! 

I have come to You, O Being Who does not reject those who ask 
And supplicate to Him, Who is the One, the Independent! 
This is the place of acceptance. 

So, take what is due to me from my son, 

And cause half of his body to be paralysed. 
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O One Who is pure, Who begets not, nor was He begotten.” 


By Allah, as soon as my father completed his supplication, half of my 
body became paralysed. I realised my sin and begged and pleaded with 
him to forgive me. He finally agreed and said that he would do so at the 
very place he had made du‘a’ against me. He set out on a camel and | 
followed close by. When we arrived at Al-Arak', a bird flew off from a 
nearby tree frightening the camel. The camel ran off throwing my father 
onto the rocky ground. His head was severely injured and he passed 
away. I buried him and continued on the journey in a state of sadness. My 
greatest fear is that I will be cursed and remembered for my disobedience 
to my father.” 

Hasan ibn ‘Ali s: continues, “My father then consoled him, 
performed two rakats of Salah and begged Allah 4 to accept his du‘a’ in 
favour of the young man. After a short while, the man was completely 
cured of his paralysis and my father said to him, “Had your father not 
agreed to make du‘a’ in your favour, I would not have done so.”? 


& 


Parents’ du’as are readily accepted by Allah 4. Fortunate are those who 
please their parents and receive du‘as in their favour. 


1 A place close to Makkah. 
2 Kitabut Tawwabin, p 244 
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(WN) 
An Honest Trader 


uhammad ibn Munkadir was a cloth merchant. He used to 

sell two qualities of a certain type of cloth called Shiqaq for 

five and ten dirhams respectively. One day, he had to leave 
his business for a short while and entrusted his servant to attend to the 
business during his absence. A bedouin customer arrived to purchase 
some cloth and the servant mistakenly sold the cheaper cloth to him for 
ten dirhams, instead of five. When Ibn Munkadir returned, he noticed the 
cloth had been sold and realised the mistake. 

He immediately reprimanded the servant, saying, “You have placed 
us into a difficult situation. Go and search for the bedouin and bring him 
to me.” 

The servant went out and searched the entire day, until he found the 
bedouin. Ibn Munkadir said to him, “My servant made a mistake. He sold 
you the cloth priced at five dirhams for ten dirhams.” 

The bedouin answered, “The transaction is over and | am satisfied 
with what I paid.” 

Ibn Munkadir continued, “You may be satisfied, but I am not. I am 
giving you three options to choose from. Firstly, you may choose a new 
cloth worth ten dirhams. Secondly, we can return the five extra dirhams 
to you or thirdly, you may return the cloth to us and we shall return the 
ten dirhams to you.” 

The bedouin replied, “I will keep the cloth and you may return the 
five dirhams to me.” Ibn Munkadir handed over the dirhams to him and 
he left. 

The bedouin later enquired who the honest merchant was. When he 
was informed, he remarked, “There is no deity worthy of worship besides 
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Allah 4s. It is the likes of such men through whose blessings we beseech 
Allah 3¢ for rain during times of drought.” 


@ 


Honesty in business creates a healthy social structure that is based on 
morality, integrity and stability. Nabi # said: “A truthful and trustworthy 
trader will be with the prophets, the true followers and the martyrs.” 


@ 


Wy 
Giving Preference to Others 


Equal in Generosity 

mam Wadqidi 2%. says : 1 had two very close friends, one of whom 

was a Hashimi. At one time, I was destitute and the day of Eid was 

drawing near. 

My wife said to me, “We can bear the hardships of poverty with 
patience, but my heart is overcome with sadness when | see our children 
living through such difficulty. They observe the children from our 
neighbourhood dressed in fine clothing on the day of Eid, whereas they 
have only torn rags to cover their bodies. If only you could make some 
means to dress them properly, it would be a consolation.” 

I decided to write a note to my Hashimi friend, requesting assistance 
from any of his excess wealth. He immediately sent me a sealed purse 
with an attached note, stating that it contained a thousand dirhams. 
My restlessness had hardly subsided, when a note reached me from my 
other friend complaining of similar difficulties. I immediately sent the 
sealed purse to my friend and left for the Masjid. 1 did not return home 


1 Qiitul Quliab, vol 2, p 267 
2 Tirmidhi 
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that night as I was too ashamed to face my wife. When | finally returned 
home, she welcomed me warmly and did not rebuke me. 

After a short while, my Hashimi friend arrived with the sealed purse in 
his hand, and said, “Tell me what happened after I sent you this purse.” 

| related the events to him, and he said, “When | received your note, 
I sent you all the money that I possessed. Later, | wrote to our friend, 
requesting for help. He returned this sealed pouch to me in the very same 
condition as I had sent it to you.” 

Imam Wadqidi 8. continues : We had circulated the thousand dirhams 
between us with the intention of helping each other. News of our pitiable 
condition reached Khaliph Ma’min. He sent seven-thousand dirhams 
to us as a gift with the instruction that each of us should receive two- 
thousand dirhams and my wife a thousand.’ 


The Feelings of Others 

Just before a couple had consummated their marriage, the wife was 
afflicted with smallpox. Her husband then complained of painful eyes 
and later said that he could no longer see. They remained as a married 
couple for twenty years in this condition, until the wife passed away. He 
then opened his eyes and remarked, “I could see all along, but I pretended 
to be blind to save my wife from the anxiety of knowing that I may dislike 
her appearance if I could see her.” 


Concern for Neighbours 
‘Abdullah ibn Ukht Muslim ibn Sa‘d s. says : 1 decided to proceed for 
Haj, and my uncle handed me ten-thousand dirhams with the instruction 
that they should be distributed to the poorest household in Madinah. 
When | arrived, I asked around, and was directed to a particular home. I 
knocked at the door and a woman opened. 

She asked, “Who are you?” 

I replied, “I am from Baghdad and have ten-thousand dirhams in 
my possession. I have been instructed to hand these over to the poorest 


1 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 4, p 349 
2 Ar-Risalatul Qushairiyah, p 263 


152 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


household in Madinah, and I was directed to your home. Please take 
them.” 

She said, “The person who sent you with this money specified that it 
should be given to the poorest household. The family next door is more 
deserving than us.” 

I proceeded to the family next door. I knocked, and a woman answered. 
I explained the reason for my coming, and she replied, “Our neighbour 
and us are equally poor. You should distribute the money between us 
equally.”! 


Seeing to the Comfort of Others 
Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham a: was once on a journey with three companions, 
when they arrived at a Masjid and took refuge therein. It was desert 
terrain and the night was bitterly cold. The entrance to the Masjid had no 
door. The three companions soon fell asleep and Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham .:, 
stood in the doorway the entire night. 

When they enquired from him the next morning as to why he had 
not slept, he replied, “I was afraid that the cold wind might disturb your 
sleep and stood in the doorway as a shield.”” 


& 


Assisting others and receiving du‘as brings happiness in this world, in 
addition to the great rewards promised in the Hereafter. 


@ 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 372 
2 At-Tabsirah, vol 2, p 279 
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vy 
Obedience to a Prophetic Command 


ughirah ibn Shu‘bah narrates : I proposed to a certain 
M woman and mentioned this to Nabi %. 
He asked, “Have you seen her?” 

I replied, “No.” 

He advised, “Go and have a look at her, because there will be a greater 
probability of a positive union between you in this way.” | left and arrived 
at the home of her parents. She was in her private quarters. 

I said, “Nabi 38 has advised me to have a look at your daughter.” 

The parents remained silent, but the young woman raised the curtain 
of her chamber and said, “If the Nabi of Allah # ordered you to see me, you 
may do so and if he has ordered you not to see me, then I too disapprove 
of it.” 

1 then glanced at her and decided to marry her.' 


& 


Obedience to the teachings of Nabi % is the only path of success. 


& 


1 Tarikh Dimishg, vol 60, p 53; Baihaqi 
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(Wy 
Environments Change Hearts 


uring the days of British rule in India, the Jaman canal was dug. 

It stretched from Raipur to Saharanpur and via Kandlah to Delhi. 

During the course of excavation, one of the diggers found a gold 
saari' close to Nanota. It was long and thick and obviously quite valuable. 
The diggers handed it over to the water-carrier, who was their supervisor. 
He in turn, presented it to the Englishman, who was heading the entire 
operation. He took possession of it and recorded the details of the find. 
People who heard about the matter, were amazed at the honesty of the 
water-carrier and the diggers, as they could easily have concealed the 
saari, sold it and divided the proceeds amongst themselves. 

Approximately twenty years later, a case was brought before the same 
Englishman, who was now the magistrate of the district of Muzaffarnagar. 
It involved a water-carrier who was accused of murdering a young woman 
in order to steal her two earrings, which he thought were made of gold. 
He had stolen the earrings from her and thrown her into a well. As soon 
as the water-carrier entered the court, the magistrate recognised him as 
the water-carrier who had brought the saari to him many years ago. The 
accused pleaded guilty to his crime. 

The magistrate asked him, “How is it that you have perpetrated such 
an evil crime, whereas you were once an honest man?” 

He replied, “At that time, we regarded theft and misappropriation to 
be worse than eating the flesh of swine. Nowadays, things have changed 
for the worse. We now steal whatever we can.” 

The magistrate dismissed the case on certain grounds and concluded, 
“such deterioration in morals is as a result of the actions of the English 
government.” 


1 A type of cloth worn by women in India. 
2 Ap Beti, vol 6, p 110 
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& 


Conditions may change for the worse, but a Muslim should ensure that 
his morals and Islamic principles are never compromised. 


& 


Vi) 
Wisdom and Intellect 


Wisely-guided 
here was once a man in Kifah, who made the blasphemous 
statement that ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan was a Jew. When Imam Abii 
Hanifah 24: heard about his claim, he approached him and said, 
“I have come with a marriage proposal for your daughter.” 

The man asked, “Who is the prospective suitor?” 

Imam Abii Hanifah ..»: replied, “He is a man of status who is wealthy 
and generous. In addition, he is a Hafidh of the Qur’an, he performs long 
rakats of Tahajjud Salah and cries profusely out of the fear of Allah 3s. 

The man exclaimed, “I would have been contented with far less than 
this.” 

Imam Abi Hanifah 4. continued, “But, there is one thing that I have 
not disclosed about him.” 

The man asked, “What is that?” 

Imam Abi Hanifah #:. replied, “He is a Jew.” 

The man asked in astonishment, “Do you want me to marry my 
daughter to a Jew?” 

Imam Abii Hanifah .., asked, “You will not do so?” 

He replied, “I will never do so.” 

Imam Abi Hanifah a: asked, “But Nabi % married two of his 
daughters to ‘Uthman 4, who you claim was a Jew!” 
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The man realised his error and cried, “I seek forgiveness from Allah 3¢ 
for my error.”! 


Ingenious Explanation 

Ilyas ibn Mu‘awiyah ., was a judge who was renowned for his wisdom 
and insight. Many incidents have been narrated regarding his court cases 
and judgements. One day, a farmer approached him, and asked, “Please 
inform me if wine is halal (permissible) or haram (prohibited)?” 

lyas Ae, replied, “It is haram.” 

The man asked, “How can it be haram? Please tell me if dates are halal 
or haram?” 

lyas 2: replied, “Halal.” 

The man then asked, “Is so-and-so plant halal or haram?” 

lyas ~:, replied, “Halal.” 

The man then asked, “Is water halal or haram?” 

Ilyas 2+, replied, “Halal.” 

The man then asked, “What is the difference then? Wine is made from 
dates, plants and water. How can all the ingredients be halal and the final 
product haram?” 

lyas wt, asked, “If I take a handful of sand and throw it at you, will it 
cause you any pain?” 

The man replied, “No.” 

lyas wk, asked, “If 1 take a handful of water and throw it at you, will 
it cause you pain?” 

The man replied, “No.” 

lyas «4k, then asked, “If I take a handful of straw and throw it at you, 
will it cause you pain?” 

The man replied, “No.” 

lyas 4, then asked, “If 1 now mix the sand, water and straw, compress 
the mixture into a brick and leave it to dry, and then throw it at you, will 
it cause you pain?” 

The man replied, “Yes, it would hurt me and may even kill me.” 


1 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 15, p 498; Tabaqatus Saniyyah 
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lyas a4: explained further, “Just as a brick will only cause pain 
when its constituents are combined, dates, water and plants only when 


my 


combined and left to ferment, will produce wine which is haram. 


Dishonesty Exposed 

A man decided to proceed for Haj and left a considerable amount of 
wealth in trust with a man known to be trustworthy. After returning 
from Makkah, he requested for his money, but the man said that he knew 
nothing about it. The Haji went to lyas ibn Mu‘awiyah sa: and related 
the entire incident to him. 

lyas ws, asked, “Does he know that you have approached me?” 

He replied, “No.” 

lyas 4's, asked, “Have you mentioned the dispute to anyone?” 

He replied, “Nobody knows about it besides us.” 

lyds ss, advised, “Return after two days and ensure that you do not 
mention the case to anyone.” 

lyas 4, then called the man with whom the money had been left in 
trust and said, “A large amount of wealth has reached me. I would like to 
hand it over to you for safekeeping. Is your home secure enough?” 

The man replied, “Yes.” 

lyas 24s, continued, “Good! I advise that you arrange a place for it to 
be kept and also organise a group of men to carry it to your home.” The 
man agreed and left. 

After two days, the Haji returned to lyas 4, who instructed him, 
“Proceed to your adversary and ask him for your wealth. If he returns it, 
then you have achieved your goal. If he refuses, then say to him that you 
will inform Judge yas .a#:, about the matter.” 

The Haji proceeded, as instructed, and warned that he would complain 
to the judge about the matter. Quickly, the man returned the money to 
the Haji, as he feared that his reputation in the sight of the judge would 
be tarnished. The Haji took possession of it and advised lyas 1. that his 
money had been returned. After a time, the man arrived at the court of 
lyas s4,, who rebuked him severely for his deceptive conduct.’ 


1 Tahdhibul Kamil, vol 3, p 414 
2 Al-Adhkiya’, p 80 
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Amazing Insight 

A man once placed an amount of money in trust with another person. 
When he requested it, the man refused to hand it over. Both presented 
their respective cases to lyas a4. 

The plaintiff said, “I handed over my money in trust to him.” 

Ilyas a. asked, “Were there any witnesses?” 

The plaintiff replied, “No. I handed over the money to him at such 
and such a place, where nobody else was present.” 

lyas s#. asked, “Was there any distinguishing feature at the place 
that you can remember?” 

The plaintiff replied, “Yes. There was a particular tree at that point.” 

lyas #. advised him, “Proceed to the place and find the tree. Perhaps 
Allah $8 will make something apparent to you there and you will reclaim 
your wealth. Perhaps, you buried your money close to the tree and forgot 
the spot. When you see the tree, you may remember the spot.” 

The man left and lyas s#. requested the defendant to be seated until 
he returned. Iyas :. continued with other court matters. After an hour, 
he suddenly turned to the defendant and asked, “Do you think that your 
adversary would have reached the place of the tree by now?” 

The defendant replied, “No.” 

lyas a: reprimanded the man, as he could only have known of the 
place where he had taken possession of the money, if he had been present 
there. The defendant then admitted his guilt. When the plaintiff returned, 
lyas as. explained the situation and advised him to take possession of 
his money from the defendant.! 


An Intelligent Enquiry and an Equal Response 
A woman came to ‘Umar and said, “O Amirul-Mu’minin, my husband 
fasts during the day and performs voluntary Salah during the night. It 
is difficult for me to find fault with him because he is devoted to the 
worship of Allah 4s.” 

‘Umar : replied, “Your husband is indeed a good man!” 

She repeated her statement a number of times and each time he 
replied in the same manner. 


1 Al-Adhkiya’, p 81 
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Ka‘b ibn Sawar Al-Asadi overheard the discussion and remarked, 
“Amirul-Mu’minin, she is not complimenting her husband, but 
complaining that he is not fulfilling his marital obligations towards her.” 

‘Umar said to Ka‘b 4s, “Since you have understood her complaint, 
you may pass judgement in the matter as well.” Ka’b & called for her 
husband and explained that his wife was complaining about him. 

He asked, “Is she complaining with regard to the food or drink in our 
home?” 

Ka’b 2 replied, “Neither of the two.” 

The woman continued to present her case in poetic verse : 


ciety ee pects oe egal At 


re td - Aaa 


Sriuuioe wisiecete cd ateia J 238} 


ted 


BIG Y CES CLG ail... cae LN fig eb 
“O wisely-guided judge, 

My beloved has been diverted from my bed by his place of Salah. 
His worship has led him to withdraw from my place of rest. 
His night and day has deprived him of sleep. 

It is not possible for me to praise him in female matters. 

0 Ka‘b, deliver such a verdict which is without doubt.” 


The husband then replied to her in a similar poetic form, 


ret -oe 


JfBu daisy g eivale AeUnTVeS TEENS 


je ag ais ages Ssh Gs BIG 
“I have withdrawn from her bed and her chamber; 
Iam aman whose mind has been captured by the revealed verses, 
In Sirah Nahl and the first seven Sirahs, 
As well as the verses of admonition in the Book of Allah 3%.” 
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Ka’b # then gave his verdict by advising the husband, 
Prsaqeurarat ery 
je A gl ged 


fled SEE 655 5 bast 
“She has a right over you, O husband, 


A man of understanding will share one in four days with her. 
Grant her this right and leave your excuses.” 


He continued to explain, “Allah $¢ has made it permissible for a man 
to be married to a maximum of four wives only. Therefore, you may 
devote three nights to worship and the remaining night should be spent 
with her.” 

‘Umar : exclaimed in amazement, “By Allah, I cannot decide which 
was more amazing, your understanding of her complaint, or your 
judgement settling the dispute. I hereby appoint you as the judge of 


”) 


Basrah. 


& 


Fortunate is that person who has been blessed with knowledge as well as 
wisdom. Allah 4 mentions in the Qur’an, 


- *S$ eve 


3 ° ° 
Ves ne Gul a USL OE os 


“And he to whom wisdom is given, has truly received abundant good.” 
(Sirah Al-Baqarah, verse 269) 


& 


1 Al-Ahkamus Sultaniyyah, p 122; Al-Adhkiya’ 
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vy 
Repaying Kindness 


bbs, the chief of police of Khaliph Ma’min, narrates: One day, 

I was present in the court of the Amirul-Mu’minin in Baghdad, 

before whom stood a man heavily bound in iron chains. When 
the Khaliph noticed me, he said, ““Abbas, take this man with you. Keep 
him in confinement and take special care that he does not escape. Bring 
him back to me tomorrow.” 

His chains were so restrictive, that he could not move an inch. | called 
for some of my security personnel, and they carried him away. I thought 
over the Khaliph’s instruction of guarding the prisoner at all cost, and 
concluded that it would be best to keep him confined in my own house. | 
instructed them to leave him in a room which I pointed out to them. 

When they had left, | asked him where he was from and why he had 
been captured and bound in chains. 

He replied, “I am from Damascus.” 

I said, “May Allah 3¢ bless Damascus and reward its inhabitants well. 
What is your name and occupation?” 

He asked, “Why do you ask such a question?” 

I replied, “Do you know so-and-so person?” 

He asked, “How do you know so-and-so person?” 

I said, “I had interacted with him at one time.” 

He enquired, “Please inform me what happened between the two of 
you?” 

I explained, “Many years ago, I was in a position of authority in 
Damascus and the inhabitants revolted against us. All the state officials 
were forced to flee and the ruler too escaped, by lowering himself down 
from his palace using a basket of palm leaves. I too fled from a crowd of 
men who were thirsty for my blood. | literally ran for my life from street 
to street. | managed to escape from them temporarily and searched for 
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a place to hide. Suddenly, I noticed the man whom I have mentioned to 
you, sitting at the door of his home. 

I called out to him, “Please assist me and Allah 3 will assist you!” 

He replied, “Do not worry! You may enter my house.” I quickly entered 
and his wife instructed me to hide in a certain room, and I complied. 
The man remained seated at the door. I had scarcely gathered my breath, 
when I heard my pursuers at the door. They insisted that I was hiding in 
the house and rushed in. They searched each room, except the room I was 
hiding in. They demanded that the door be opened, but the woman yelled 
out from within, warning them against intruding upon her privacy. They 
accordingly left. After a few minutes, the mob dispersed and the man 
entered the room. I could barely stand, as my feet trembled out of fear. 
Both husband and wife reassured me of my safety and I prayed for their 
prosperity for having saved my life. 

They hosted me with amazing hospitality in their home for four 
months, They assigned a separate room to me and saw to my every need 
with absolute kindness and pleasure. When the danger had passed, and 
peace was restored, I asked them for permission to leave, so that I could 
locate my servants and get a sense of the prevailing conditions. I went 
out and discovered that all my servants had dispersed. I returned to my 
host. During all this time, they never enquired about my occupation or 
status. They did not even know my name and sufficed upon addressing 
me by a respectable title. 

I informed them of my intention to return to Baghdad. The man 
advised me that there was a caravan due to depart for Baghdad in the 
next three days. I thanked them profusely for all their assistance and 
said, “You showered your kindness upon me during my entire stay. I take 
an oath in Allah’s 4 Name that I will never forget your kindness to me 
and will endeavour to the best of my ability to repay you.” 

My host immediately summoned his servant and asked for a horse 
and other provisions for a journey. | thought that they were intending to 
leave town for a few days, but I was wrong. They were preparing to see 
me off, On the day of my departure, he came to me before sunrise and 
said, “The caravan for Baghdad will be departing soon. I do not want you 
to be left behind.” 
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I pondered how I would set out on the journey without any money or 
provisions. As I emerged from my room, they presented me with a bag 
of fine clothing and a pair of brand-new shoes. They then presented me 
with a few other items that I would require during my journey together 
with a sword and girdle, which my host tied around my waist. He loaded 
two bags onto a conveyance and handed me a note, stating that they 
contained five-thousand dirhams. He then advised me to mount the horse 
led by his servant, who would take me to the caravan and see to my other 
needs, The two of them apologised to me for any deficiencies on their 
part during my stay, and the man rode out with me to see me off. I set off 
for Baghdad with the hope of repaying my host’s kindness one day. 

After I reached Baghdad, I took up a post in the office of the Amirul- 
Mu’minin and did not have the opportunity to enquire about my hosts or 
show my appreciation to them. This is the reason why I am so anxious to 
learn about them from you.” 

The man listened to my story intently and said, “Allah 3 has granted 
you the opportunity of repaying the kindness and generosity of that man 
without much difficulty.” 

1 asked, “How is that possible?” 

He replied, “I am that man. My lamentable condition has prevented 
you from recognising me.” He then mentioned some of the circumstances 
regarding our meeting in Damascus, which convinced me of his identity. 

I was so elated, that I rose and kissed him on his forehead. I asked, 
“But, how did you end up in this condition?” 

He answered, “There was an uprising in Damascus similar to the 
one you had experienced there. The Amirul-Mu’minin sent an army to 
crush the revolt. I was named as one of the instigators, arrested, beaten 
severely and finally brought to Baghdad to face the Amirul-Mu’minin. I 
have no doubt that I will soon be killed. 1 was forced to leave my family 
without them knowing where I was being taken to. A servant of mine has 
followed me here and will return to Damascus soon, to inform my family 
of my whereabouts and status. He is residing at the home of so-and-so 
person. If you can send for him, I will be able to give him the necessary 
information. If you can fulfil this wish of mine, you will have exceeded 
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the kindness I displayed to you and more than fulfilled your promise of 
repaying me one day.” 

I said to him, “May Allah 3 have mercy upon you.” Later that night, 
I called for a blacksmith, who removed his chains. After he had bathed, 
I provided him with a suit of clean clothes and sent a servant to find his 
slave and bring him to us. When his slave arrived, he dictated his farewell 
message to his family, with tears in his eyes. 

I then ordered my deputy to bring me ten horses and mules. I also 
ordered ten trunks which were to be filled with clothing, food and other 
provisions. I handed him a bag containing ten-thousand dirhams, and 
another smaller purse containing five-thousand dinars. I finally ordered 
my deputy to escort him as far as Anbar, on the road to Damascus. 

But the man said to me, “The Amirul-Mu’minin has charged me with 
treason. If you inform him of my escape, he will send his men to recapture 
and kill me.” 

I replied, “Save yourself and allow me to handle other matters.” 

But he insisted, “I will not leave Baghdad until I know what happens 
to you. If there is a need for me to present myself, I will do so.” 

I turned to my deputy and said, “Escort him to such-and-such place 
in the city. If my life is spared, I will inform him accordingly, and if I 
am killed, I will have sacrificed my life for his, like he had sacrificed his 
for mine. Promise me that the money | have given to him will not be 
taken away from him and that you will try your utmost to let him leave 
Baghdad safely.” 

My deputy escorted him to a secret hideout in the city, while I made 
preparations for certain death. I had just performed my Fajr Salah, when 
I received a message from Ma’miin, asking me to bring the prisoner. I 
proceeded to the palace, where | found him waiting for us. 

He asked, “Where is the prisoner?” 

I remained silent and he repeated his question, angrily. 

I replied, “Amirul-Mu’minin, will you please listen to me?” 

He said, “If he has escaped, I will have you executed immediately.” 

I continued, “The man did not escape. Listen to my story and you may 
then do as you please.” 

He exclaimed, “Speak!” 
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I narrated my full story to him and said that I regarded it as my duty 
to repay the man for all the kindness he had shown to me. I terminated 
by producing my burial shroud which I had brought with me, saying, “If 
you pardon me, I will have repaid his kindness in equal measure and if 
you have me killed, I will have repaid him with my life.” 

After hearing my story, the Khaliph said, “He showed kindness to you 
without knowing you, whereas you only did so as a recompense to fulfil 
your promise to him. Please bring him to me so that I can personally 
repay him for his kindness to you.” 

1 explained, “He is in a secret place here in Baghdad and has promised 
not to leave until he receives news of my safety. He has insisted that if I 
need him to provide evidence in my favour, he would present himself.” 

Ma’miin said, “This action of his is of greater merit than the first. 
Comfort him, allay all his fears and bring him immediately, so that I may 
reward him.” 

I departed and informed my friend regarding the Khaliph Ma’miin’s 
kind words and his request to see him. 

He exclaimed, “Praise be to Allah 3¢, Who deserves to be praised in 
both favourable and unfavourable conditions.” He then prayed two rakats 
of Salah and we headed for the palace. 

The Khaliph received him warmly and made him sit close to him. They 
discussed matters until lunch was served. Ma’miin insisted that the man 
join him for the meal. They continued discussing the affairs in Damascus 
and Ma’min finally ordered that he be presented with ten horses, fully 
bridled, ten mules, ten bags with ten-thousand dinars and ten slaves 
with conveyances. He further wrote a note addressed to the governor of 
Damascus, absolving him from the payment of taxes. Before departing, 
he requested the man to write to him about matters in Damascus from 
time to time. 

Thereafter, whenever a courier arrived from Damascus with a letter 
from our friend, the Khaliph would say to me, “Abbas, a letter from your 
friend has arrived.”! 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, vol 1, p 240 
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@ 


Kindness and hospitality strengthens brotherhood. 


@ 


(iy 
Excellent Choice of a Marriage Partner 


abir narrates that the ruler of the time, Yazid ibn Muawiyah, sent 
a proposal for the daughter of Abi Darda’ +. The proposal was 
rejected. One of the courtiers of Yazid requested for permission from 
azid to send a proposal for himself. Yazid was not happy with the idea, 
but reluctantly gave his permission. This person then sent a proposal 
for her, and it was accepted. People could not understand why a ruler’s 
proposal was rejected, while that of an ordinary person was accepted. 
Abii Darda’ 2 explained, “I looked towards the best interests of my 
daughter, Darda’. What would have happened to her if palace servants 
and slaves were at her service and everything around her was glitter and 
glamour? What would have been the status of her religious affairs at that 
time?” 


& 


Undisciplined exposure to wealth commonly produces men and women 
who are unduly attached to worldly pleasures, arrogant in their manner 
and reluctant to acknowledge their weaknesses. Many parents encourage 
their sons and daughters to select a marriage partner based on financial 
status, while little attention is placed upon religious standing. This very 
often leads to disastrous consequences with regard to their Islamic 
future as well as that of their offspring. On the other hand, spouses 


1 Sifatus Safwah, p 227 
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whose religion takes priority over material things, are guided by Qur'an 

and Sunnah at the crossroads of life. A marriage based upon religious 

principles, produces families that are concerned with permanent success 

in the Hereafter rather than the transitory pleasures of this fleeting 
world. 


Se 


vy 
The Reality of Man 


azid ibn Muhallab, was once walking boastfully in a fine suit of 
clothing. Mutarrif s:., a pious man of the time, observed this 
and addressed him, “Your manner of walking is disliked by Allah 
4 and His Nabi %.” 
“Do you know who I am?” Yazid exclaimed arrogantly. 
Mutarrif 4. answered, “Yes, I certainly do. 


Bye bol GUS Cus Calg Bydd Ate J) Tyo yde dahs CU 
¥) Jer w) - ry SS) od 


Your origin was a drop of impure semen. Your end will be a squalid 
corpse. Between these two periods you bear within you a load of 


filth.” 


Abii Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdullah Al-Bassami .4:. has summarised 
this in eloquent words of poetry : 
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“One who takes pride in his outer appearance surprises me, 
When not long before he was a drop of impure semen. 
Tomorrow, when his beauty fades, 

He will be a squalid corpse in the grave. 

Despite his conceit and arrogance, 

He carries between his clothing a filthy load.” 


Realisation of one’s origin, makeup and destination, is sufficient to 
remove pride and ostentation from one’s personality. 


& 


Ny 
Extraordinary Kindness 


haikh Ahmad ibn ‘Alt Ar-Rifa7 s. was sitting down and a cat 

fell asleep on a portion of the garment he was wearing. The time 

for Salah was approaching and he feared that the cat would be 
disturbed if he moved. He therefore, cut off the portion of the garment 
and left the cat to sleep upon it. When he returned from Salah, the cat 
had left. He then took the piece of cloth and sewed it back to his clothing, 
saying, “My clothing is the same as it had been before | cut it.”” 


1 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 6, p 284 
2 Tabaqatush Shafi‘iyyah Al-Kubra, vol 6, p 24 
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@ 


The true servants and friends of Allah 3¢ are cautious regarding any 
inconvenience caused to His creation. 


& 


Wy 
Allah 4 Changes Conditions 


wealthy couple was seated, ready to eat from a pot of roasted 

chicken, when a beggar arrived at their door. The husband went 

out and chased him away using harsh words. It so happened, that 
the husband’s condition deteriorated soon thereafter, and he lost all his 
possessions and wealth. He even divorced his wife, who then married 
another man. The new couple was seated one day, about to begin eating 
from the roasted chicken before them, when they heard a beggar knock 
at the door. 

The man said to his wife, “Present this chicken to him.” 

She went out to hand him the chicken, but returned with tears in her 
eyes. 

Her husband asked why she was crying, and she replied, “That beggar 
was once my husband,” and she related the incident when her previous 
husband had scolded a beggar who had knocked at their door. 

Her husband listened to her story with interest and exclaimed, “By 
Allah, I was that very same beggar.”! 


& 


3 2 © Fok 72 OF 7h 2 or, tees oS oS So age od 
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1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, vol 1, p 10 
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3 sgt JS ie 7 ag AS 3 ds 
“Say (O Nabi #):‘0 Allah, Owner of the kingdom, You give dominion 
to whom You will, and You take away dominion from whom You will, 
and You give honour to whom You will, and You humiliate whom 
You will. In Your Hand is all good. Verily, You have power over all 
things.”’(Strah Al-‘Imran, verse 26) 


@ 


V3) 
Truthful in Speech 


My Word is My Honour 
urmuzan, the leader of the Persians, was brought to ‘Umar # as 
a prisoner. 
‘Umar : addressed him, “I present Islam to you in good counsel 
for your immediate and future endeavours.” 
Hurmuzan replied, “I believe firmly in the religion I currently follow. 
I have no inclination towards Islam.” 
‘Umar # was about to behead him, but he requested, “Can I have a sip 
of water, instead of dying of thirst?” 
‘Umar instructed that he be given some water to drink. 
With the water in his hand, he asked, “Am | safe until I drink it?” 
“Yes,” replied ‘Umar 4. 
He then threw the water onto the ground and said, “Honour your 
word!” 
‘Umar 4: replied, “You have my word. You shall be left alone until we 
think the matter over.” 
At this, Hurmuzan said, “Now I proclaim that there is no deity 
worthy of worship besides Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and 
messenger. Whatever he proclaimed was the truth.” 
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‘Umar said, “You are now a Muslim, but what delayed you in 
accepting Islam?” 

Hurmuzan answered, “I did not want people to think that I had 
accepted Islam out of fear.” 

Upon this, ‘Umar 4 remarked, “The Persians have such intelligence 
which has entitled them to rule over vast dominions.” ‘Umar @ then 
ordered that Hurmuzan be treated kindly. 

‘Umar - would then consult him regarding military matters dealing 
with the Persians.’ 


Honesty Reforms Robbers 

Shaikh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilant 24: says : Truth and honesty were the 
cornerstones of our home. When I left Makkah for Baghdad, in my quest 
for knowledge, my mother handed me forty dinars and took an oath from 
me that I would always be truthful. Our caravan travelled safely until 
we reached Hamdaan, where we were attacked by a group of highway 
robbers. 

while plundering the caravan, one of the robbers passed by me and 
asked, “What do you have with you?” 

I replied, “Forty dinars.” 

The man thought that I was joking and left me alone. A short while 
later, another robber noticed me and posed the same question. I again 
replied that I had forty dinars. He was amazed and led me to their 
leader. 

He began questioning me, “Why did you speak the truth?” 

I replied, “My mother took an oath from me that I would always speak 
the truth and I fear being dishonest in this regard.” 

My words struck him like a thunderbolt. He began to scream and tear 
his clothing apart. He exclaimed, “You fear being dishonest regarding 
the oath you made to your mother, whereas I have no fear for the oath 
of Allah!” 

He then ordered that all the wealth and valuables stolen from the 
caravan be returned, and said, “Today, I repent to Allah on your hands.” 


1 Al-Iqdul Farid, p 112; Nihayatul ‘Arab Fi Funiinil Adab 
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The remaining members followed their leader's example and also 
repented,! 


& 


Truthful speech is an arrow that pierces the heart and shakes the soul. 


& 


vy 
Arrows of the Night 


t is narrated that a certain king would frequently gather with his 

courtiers at the bank of a certain river close to his palace, and they 

would then entertain themselves with singing girls, wine and other 
evils of the day. It was during the time of the pious saint, Hasan ibn 
Yasar Al-Basri 24. One day, he decided to gather a number of his pious 
colleagues and they sat down in close proximity to the house of the king 
to recite the Qur'an. They also began to praise Allah 4% at the time when 
the music emanating from the palace became unbearable. A servant from 
the palace arrived and asked what they wanted. 

Ibn Yasar 4. replied, “Say to your master that he should immediately 
put a stop to these sinful actions or we shall fight him.” 

The servant returned to inform the king, who replied, “How do they 
propose to fight me when I have a huge army comprising of thousands of 
soldiers?” The servant relayed the message to the pious men. 

Ibn Yasar :. replied, “We will fight him with the arrows of the 
night.” 

The messenger asked, “What are the arrows of the night?” 

He replied, “The raising of hands in du‘a’ to Allah 48.” 


1 Nuzhatul Majalis, p 178 
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When the king was informed of this, he immediately stopped his evil 


mY 


practices and exclaimed, “We can never overpower such men. 


& 


Crying out to Allah 4g and performing optional Salah during the darkness 
of the night, invite the mercy of Allah 4g because of His love for sincerity 
and secrecy in doing good deeds. 


& 


Vi) 
Return to Your Garden 


O ne day, a king climbed up to the top floor of his palace to admire 


the view from above. While looking out, his gaze fell upon a 

woman who was on the roof of a house close to the palace. Never 
in his life had he seen a more beautiful face. He enquired from one of his 
attendants who she was, and was informed that she was the wife of his 
slave, Firoze. As he climbed down, his heart was infatuated by her beauty. 
He immediately summoned Firoze and instructed, “Take this letter to so 
and so place and return to me once you have an answer.” 

Firoze took the letter home and placed it beneath his pillow. The next 
morning, he greeted his family and set out, completely oblivious of the 
plot hatched by his master. As soon as he had left, the king hastened to 
his house and quietly knocked at the door. 

Feroze’s wife asked, “Who is there?” 

He replied, “It is the king, your husband’s master.” She opened the 
door. He entered and sat down. 

She asked, “What brings the king to my door?” 

He replied, “I have come as a visitor.” 


1 Multagatul Hikayat, p 10 
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She replied, “I seek Allah’s 3 protection from a visit of this nature. It 


holds no good.” 

He remarked, “Do you realise who I am? I am the king, the master of 
your husband!” 

She replied, “1 certainly know who you are. You are the king, but 
other kings before you were superior to you when they said, 


4b oly gil 8 2S N35 0... 29 nb ye pSele Sol 
Anges (get 9 Sty Cd)... pleb fe ob! bi. 15} 
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“I will not enter your place of water; 
Due to the large number that are in it already. 
When the fly falls onto the food; 

I withdraw my hand from it even though I desire it. 
The slave avoids the water; 
When the dog has licked it. 

The honourable one will return with an empty belly; 

But will not be pleased with the company of a fool.” ” 


She continued, “How eloquently a poet has said, 
cypeas gb i oles oe Ly pl all ait gill 3 
* od 
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Say to the one who speaks of love for us; 
And the one who deceives, that they are always alone. 


By Allah, none has ever said, 
the lion has devoured the faeces of the wolf.” ” 
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She then said, “O king, you have come to drink from such a place from 
which your dog has already drank!” The king felt ashamed by her words 
and left her. In his haste, he forgot to take his shoes. 

In the meantime, Firoze was on his way, but realised that he had 
forgotten to take the letter from beneath his pillow. He returned home, 
just as the king was leaving and noticed the king’s shoes. Thoughts began 
to enter his mind and he realised that the king had actually sent him 
on the journey with an ulterior motive. He entered the house without 
a word, took the letter and continued on his way. When he had fulfilled 
the king’s request, he returned. The king rewarded him with a hundred 
dinars. 

Firoze took the money and headed for the market, where he purchased 
a gift that would please his wife. He arrived home, greeted her and said, 
“Prepare for a visit to your parents’ home.” 

“Why?” she asked. 

“The king has presented a gift to us and I would like you to show it to 
your family,” he replied. 

“with pleasure,” and she immediately stood up to leave for her 
parents’ home. 

They were naturally delighted to see their daughter and the gift she 
had brought with her. She stayed there for a month. During this time, her 
husband did not speak of her, nor was he at all grieved by his separation 
from her. Her brother finally approached Firoze, and asked, “Please 
inform us why you are displeased with her, or we will be forced to request 
the king to settle the matter.” 

Firoze replied, “If you desire a settlement then proceed. It is not as if 
I have not fulfilled any of her rights.” 

They requested a hearing at the court of the king and Firoze 
accompanied them. The judge was seated at the king’s side as they 
entered. 

The brother presented the case, “O Judge, I gifted this young man 
with a garden. Its walls were secure, it had a well with flowing water, 
and its trees bore tasty fruit. He ate the fruits, broke down the walls and 
damaged the well.” 
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The judge turned to Firoze and asked, “What do you have to say to 
this?” 

Firoze replied, “O Judge, I have returned the garden to him in a 
superior condition.” 

The judge asked the brother, “Has he returned the garden to you ina 
superior condition?” 

The brother replied, “Yes, he has. But, I desire to know why he has 
returned it?” 

The judge asked, “Young man, what do you say to this?” 

Firoze replied, “I did not return the garden because | disliked it. The 
truth of the matter is that, one day, I returned home and found that a lion 
had entered it. I feared that it would kill me, and I, therefore, abstained 
from entering.” 

The king had been sitting quite casually, but suddenly sat up and said, 
“Firoze, return to your garden in peace and comfort. By Allah, the lion 
entered your garden but did not leave any mark or trace therein. It did 
not touch anything, not even a fruit or a leaf. It remained only for a brief 
moment and then left without causing any harm. By Allah, I have never 
seen the likes of a garden like yours, neither have I seen walls as secure 
as those that surround the trees therein.” 

Firoze returned home and reunited with his wife, without the judge 
realising what had actually transpired between the king, Firoze and his 
wife.’ 


& 


A chaste woman is an invaluable blessing for her family and community. 


This compilation of short stories has been completed by the grace and 
mercy of Allah 38. All praise belongs to Allah 3s and peace and salutations 
be upon our beloved Nabi %. 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, vol 1, p 44 
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The judge turned to Firoze and asked, “What do you have to say to 
this?” 

Firoze replied, “O Judge, I have returned the garden to him in a 
superior condition.” 

The judge asked the brother, “Has he returned the garden to you ina 
superior condition?” 

The brother replied, “Yes, he has. But, I desire to know why he has 
returned it?” 

The judge asked, “Young man, what do you say to this?” 

Firoze replied, “I did not return the garden because I disliked it. The 
truth of the matter is that, one day, I returned home and found that a lion 
had entered it. I feared that it would kill me, and I, therefore, abstained 
from entering.” 

The king had been sitting quite casually, but suddenly sat up and said, 
“Firoze, return to your garden in peace and comfort. By Allah, the lion 
entered your garden but did not leave any mark or trace therein. It did 
not touch anything, not even a fruit or a leaf. It remained only for a brief 
moment and then left without causing any harm. By Allah, | have never 
seen the likes of a garden like yours, neither have I seen walls as secure 
as those that surround the trees therein.” 

Firoze returned home and reunited with his wife, without the judge 
realising what had actually transpired between the king, Firoze and his 
wife.’ 


A chaste woman is an invaluable blessing for her family and community. 


This compilation of short stories has been completed by the grace and 
mercy of Allah 3g. All praise belongs to Allah 4% and peace and salutations 
be upon our beloved Nabi 3%. 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, vol 1, p 44 
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Pearls from the Path is a collection of relevant and thought 
provoking stories gathered from the books of Islamic history. A 
rich collection with powerful lessons for everyone, Pearls from the 
Path will ignite your passion for Islamic history and illustrate the 
priceless heritage that Muslims have left for humanity. Discover 
amazing tales of heroism and bravery, marvel at the lengths that 
the scholars of old would go to in order to gain knowledge, be 
amazed at the trials that pious men have faced and take heed from 
the mistakes of men through the ages. Adults can learn valuable 
lessons that will help them navigate the complex modern world, 
while children will learn that history has an important place in both 
the present and future. Whether you want to expand your existing 
knowledge or introduce your family to the wonders of their Islamic 
heritage, this compilation will serve as an invaluable resource. For 
those interested in Islam, or who want to know more about Islam 
as a way of life, Pearls from the Path will prove to be an effective 
bridge to the understanding of Islam and Muslims. 
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There can be no doubt that one of the most effective methods of 


empowering oneself spiritually is to study the lives of the pious. 
|, therefore, strongly encourage and implore one and all to make 
this a ‘must read.’ - MAULANA SULAIMAN MOOLA - LECTURER, 
DARUL ULOOM ZAKARIYYA 


One of the unique and outstanding features of this work is the 
short and succinct lessons or morals at the end of each anecdote 
from the pen of the author which greatly enhances the efficacy of 
the book. Besides the general Muslim public who will certainly 
benefit from this book, it is especially recommended for people 
in the field of education, islah and tarbiyyah, who will find it an 
exceptional guide and a valuable resource. - MUFTI ZUBAIR BAYAT, 
DIRECTOR, DARUL IHSAN ISLAMIC SERVICES CENTRE 
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